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5 THE BEAR

bear of the fromen fea. 'Thefe two animals arc

very different, both in the form of their bodies,

and in their natural difpofitions. The land-bears

mult again be diftinguifhed into the brown and

the black *; becaufe, having ncither the fame in-

dlinations, nor the fame natural appetites, they
)

cannot be regarded as varicties only of one and

the fame fpecies. - Befides, fome land-bears are
u, and, though refembling in colour the fea-
, they differ from it, in every other particular,
as |\\mh as the other bears. Thele white land-
bears are found in Great Tartary 1, in Mufcovy,
in Lithuania, and other northern regions,
They are not rendered white during winter by
the rigour of the climate, like the ermines, or tl
hares, but are brought forth white,
1o in all feafons. They ou;
confidered as a fourtk
find bears with theit h;
of brown and white,
mediate race between
the brown or black
land-bear is enly
thefe fpecies.
The brown bear is ver
but the black bear is e

on the contrary.

THE BEAR. 3

northern regions of Europe and America, The

brown bear is furious and carnivorous ; but the
black bear is only wild, and uniformly reft
%0 cat flefh.  Of this we cannot give a m

diftin@’ and recent teftimony than that of M.

du Pratz, in his hiftory of Louifiana *

¢ The black bear,’ fays he, ¢ appears in Louifi~

ana during the winter; becaufe the fnows which

cover the northern countries prevent him from

finding fufficient nourithiment.  He lives upon

corns, and roots; but he s peculiarly

fond of honey and milk; and, when he meets

icles, he will rather die than quit

them. Notwithflanding the common prejudice,

affertion T am fupported by

of this province, and of the

fes, that he is not a carni-

vorous animal. ~Though numerous, and often

prefled by extreme hunger, they never devour

butcher-meat, when they fall

; the time I lived among the

{cend in vaft quantities. They
, that they flarved each other,

and were very meagre. Famine made them come
out of the woods which 1‘ order on the river. 'We
d 1 into houfes and

\-.:.u.“uwm, roperly fhut, where
cy found meat expofed; but they never touched
nd eat only what g
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up. On an occafion fo preffing, they muft in-

fallibly have difcovered their ca aus difpo-

fition, if they had an appetite of this nature

They never kill anim; als to devour them; and, if

they were carnivorous, they would not abandon

covered wi they could

simals at will, in order to fearch

s and roots, a fpecies i rejected by

the carnivorous tribes.” M. du Pratz adds, ina

note, that, fince ¥ cle, he had

Jearned with ¢

Savoy, there arc

black thofe of

vorous; the other red,

as the w

that the

en, Ui

AR 5
efpecially in auturon: The third (myrebiorn) is
il fmaller, but fails not to be noxious. He is
faid to feed upon ants, and delights in overturn-
ing their hillock

t has been remarked (he
adds, without proof ), that thefe three kinds mix,
and produce intermediate fpecies; that the car-

nivorous kind attacks the flocks, kills every crea-
ture, like the wolf, and devours only one or twos
that, though carnivorous, they cat wild'¥fruits ;
and, when the fruit of the fervice-tree abounds,
they become more dangerous, becaufe this four
fruit fet much on edge, that no-
thing but blood or grez ¥ malady,
which prevents them from eating with eafe. But
moft of thefe faéts related by Wormius appear
be i for we have no ex-
animals, with appetites fo uniformly

different as thofe of the two firft fpecies, the one
living only on herbs and the leaves of trees, and
dblood, dpro-
cies.  Befides, he makes
carnivorous, and the brown frugi-
abfolutely repugnant to truth.

two fpecies only, the

black, and the brown or red; and, of the latter,

they fpeak of and leffer kind. They re-

mark, that the black bears are more rare ; that the
t+ De Qoadrup. p

brown,




THE BEAR,

brown, on the contrary, are very common; that
the black bears are the largeft, and feed upon ants;
and, lafly, that the red or brown kind are the
moft carnive nd deftrudtive. Thefe proofs,
added to thofe of M. du Pratz and of the Baron
de 1a Hontan, are perfedly oppofite t
Wormius advances.  In a word, itapp
certain, that the red or brown bears, which are
found not only in Savoy, but in the high moun«
tains, in the vaft forefts, and in almoft every de-
fort of the earth, devour live anima
the moft putrid carcaf
habit not very cold cc
brown or red be:
and éven
common in G
them from Lybia

petacles. They
Japan §, in Arabia, in Eg
ifland of Java|. Ariftotle

d-bears, and cc

colour as accidental, and proce

; - o
fe@ in generation, Thus bears are found in a

defert, rude, and woody countrics. But they

rodot. Solon, Cri
Martial.
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never appear in populous nations, nor in open
and cultivated regions. There are none in
France or in Britain, except, perhaps, a few in
the moft unfrequented mountains of France,
The bear is not only a favage, but a folitary
animal. He flies from all foc
place to which man can have accefs, and
ealy where Nature appearsin her rudeft and moft
ancient form.  An old cavern among inacceffible
rocks, or a grotto formed by time in the trunk
of a decayed tree, in the midft of a thick foreft,
ferve him for an habitation.  Thither he retires
alone, and pafles part of the winter without pro~
vifions, and goes not out of it for feveral weeks.
However, he is neither torpid, nor deprived of
feeling, like the dormoufe and marmot; but, as
which is the time he retires, this abundance of
greafe enables him to endure abftinence; and he

he is exceffively fat about the end of autumn,

departs not from his dentill he is almoft famifhed.
It is alledged, that the males leave not their re=
treats for forty days *; but that the females con=
tinue four months;  becaufe it is there that they
bring forth their young. Itis difficult to believe
that they fhould not only: fubfift, but nourith
their young, without taking food for fo long a
period. I allow, that, when pregnant, they are
prodigioufly fat, and that, being clothed with
ry thick hair, fleeping the greateft part of the
me, and remaining without motion, they muft
+ Arifor, Hif, Anim. 5, vii, cap. 17.

A4 lofe
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lofe little by perfpirati
the males, prefled with hunger

days, it is not natural to tt

after bringing forth and fucklin,
fhould feel lefs the want of fo u‘.,
pole them fome of t
gether with the membranes, &«
lmmn.\, notwithftandinig

I am !uu

males of

when they

malcs, on thecontrary,

with an aftonifhir

forth, they

hemfclves to every |

ng, who are not

upon the w

rtioned

t, if it be

r, go out

k, th.

at the
their

whi

rue, that
in
female

heir offspring, tc

his n
of

THE BEAR: 9
Autumn, with the bears, is the feafon of love:
is faid to be more

cdged, thatfhelies on her back to re-
ceivehim, that fhe embraces him clofely, and keeps

him faft for along time, &c. Tt is certain, I
u‘u‘, that they copulate like other quadrupeds.
aptive bears have been feen coupling, and have
been impregna But how long the females
g0 with young, has not been fo accurately marked
could be withed. Ariftotle® has faid; thac
ith young 30 d As nobody

on to verify it, we, of courfe, can
nor deny with regard to this m
s that it appea )
Becaufe the bear is a large animal; and,
in proportion to the fize of animals, they require
the longer to be formed in the womb:
2 yous grow very flowly ;
they ¢ their mother, and require her aflift-
ance, year or two: 3. Becaufe the female
produces but one, two, nm. four, and never
more than five; a property common to all large
s, who produce |
n long
time eflation
growth are generally proportioned to the dura-
tion of life. m“nmm\“;.\\,1 inclined
to lu]lu that the be h young J[
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3 oft care of hi
the mother takes the greateft car
She prepares+for them a bed of

of her caver
ble to go abroad
in winte d the cu
follow her in the {prin The
Jive not togethicr; but-each has'z
diftant retreal When they
for a den to make a lod;
colle@ branches of tr
with herbs and leaves as to render ther
netrable by water. 3
The voice of the bear is
often accompanied
efpecia

1

pears mild and cven ob
fhould always be treated
cumfpetion ; and we {}

ful not to firike }

of generatior e may |

end, to dance, and to per

tions. He feems even t

obferve fome kind of
thisfpecies of ed

and conftrained duri

be tamed, nor will he fu

turally intrepid; or, at leaft, inc
The wild bear never-turns out of

fics from the afpect of an. It js alledged

THE BEAR. it

ever, that the found of a whiftle * furprifes and
confounds him to fuch a degree, that he rifes on
his hind feet. This is the time for thooting, and
endeavouring to kill hi for, if he be only
wounded, he attacks the huntfman with fury,
embraces him with his fore-feet, and fuffocates
him 4, if not timely affifted.

Bears are hunted in different manners. TIn,
Stveden, Norway, Poland, &. the leaft danger-
ous mode, it is faid f, is to intoxicate them by,
hich they
, and fearch for itin the trunks of trees.
fiana and Canada, where the black bears

n, and where they live not in caverns,

1t
ed trees,

throwing ardent fpirits on hone

, they are taken by fetting
their habitations on fire§. ~As they climb trees
with eafe, they feldom refide on a level with the
gro their habitations are often 30 or 40
If it be a mother with her young, fhe
defeends firft,

feet high.

and is flain before fhe reaches the
ground.  The cubs follow, are feized by throw=

a rope tound their necks, and carried. off

er for the purpofes of training or eating
them; for the flefh of the cubs is delicate and
good: That of the adult is eatable ; but, st is
mised with an oily fat, the paws alone, which
are more compadk, are reckoned a delicate difh.

ard, tom. i, . 37
de'la Louifigne, par M. do Pratz, tom. i. p. $1.

ges de Regoard, tom. 3. p. 53
§ Mem. for Ia Loui dela

The
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finall glands, like papille; and it is for this re
fon, that thefe animals, during their winter re=
treat, continually fuck their paws.

The bear enjoys, in an excellent degree, the

fenfes of feeing, hearing, and touching, thoug

his eye is proportionally fmall, his
and his fkin thick and covered with bu
His feufe of fmelling is, perhaps, more exq

|
than that of any other animal ; internal

furface of this organ is very much extended, hav-
ing four rows* of bony plates, feparated fic
each other by three perpendicular planes, wh
increafe prodigioufly faces proper
reception of impreffions from odoriferox
He has flefhy legs and arms, like
a fhort heel-bone, which forr
of the foot, five metatarfal bones of
heel in the hind-fe nd
1 bones in
is not feparated,
outfide of th
it is on the infi
locked to each other, both in the I
His nails are black
fubflance, But thy
render bear only «

him no eriority ove

M. de Mufly, major of artillery in the

of the States General, has communicated fome
ices concerniing domeftic bears, of

following is an extract,

“ At Berne, where thefe animals are nou-
rifhed,” fays M. de Mufly, “ they are kept in
large fquare ditches, where they have room to

valk about. Thefe ditches are covered above,
and lined with flone, both at the bottom and o
the fides. Their lodges or cabbins are likewife
paved on a level with the bottom of the ditch,
divided into two by walls, and y be f'n':lvm):
internally and externally by iron g In the
middle of thef e are large holes in

derable trees may be

here from Save

ave every year

h of |
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firlt time fhe produced o
wards, fometimes one, fome
times three, but never m
fhie brought forth one only b,
betw

s care of her, t

W h
two bears,

come into the worl
colour is yellow, b
and they have not the lealt apy
The mc r is extremely fi
eyes are fhut duri

exceed

manths af

raced each ¢

T

feafon of love, the female has generally the

fe tk le, at that time, fpares
, which form,
and - others are

ly were-i

i,
1 the r and the
havia ed fome hours

ing into new ditches, raifed them-

met, and
Afier the

d to be

end when they

with t

f nourifh-

efe animals

hat fome
When

¢ give her
a rampart.
fhould

ittered, fhe s fed
with
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. Wenever

witha more nourifhing diet than uf
mbranes or af=

eould perceive any part (1 the men [
ter-birth, which makes it probable that fhe eat
The cubs are ..mml to remain with her
s; and are afterwards feparated, and

with milk and bifcuit.

them,
for ten weel
fed, for fome time,

¢ The bear which we believed tobe in a ftate

th
he com:

of pregnancy, was furnifhed,
i 1+ bed

mon time, with ftraw, of which 0
and refted on it during three wecks, w
ducing any thing. She brou
time, at the age of 31, inthe mon
1771 3 but, though fhe received the
following June, it was ineffectual. in
1773 It were to be wifhed that fhe
leted o livefnTorderits
u\ by Nature for the ation

There are brown bears.on Mot
on the frontiers of our cantc
compté, and in the country of Gex
defcend into the pl sutumo,
the chefnut woods, where they
vock, In this country, the bears are f

weak eyes, but acute fenfes of hex

and {melli
orecc
provinces of Bergen and Drontheim, than in the
other diftriéts of that cc
arked, of which the one is confider-

fmallgr than the other.  In the co

T'wo races of

THE BEAR. iy

both, there are great varicties. Some of them
te of a deep brown, others of a (hining brown;
and fome are grey, and of every fhade of white.
At the beginning of Ocober, they retire into the
dens they prepare for themfelves, and where they
make a kind of bed compofed of mofs and leaves
of trees.  As thefe animals are very formidable,
efpecially when wounded,  there are feldom lefs
e or four hunters in company ; and, as

y kills large dogs, they employ

nall dogs, who pafs under his belly, and

m by the genitals. When he finds him-

felf overpowered, he leans his back againft a
le@s turf and ftones, which he
d it is generally in

rock or a tree, col
throws_at his enemies ;
this fituation that he reccives the finifhing
blow
We have feen at the menagery of Chantilly an
American bear of a fine black colour, and has
ing foft, fraight, long hair. ~ We  remarked
other differences in the figure of this American
bear, compared with that of Europe, as in the
b is f longer, becaufe the

In the relation of M. de Bertram’s expedition,
we have a notice of an American bear, killed
néar St. John's river, in Eaft Florida, in the fol-

Natural Hiftory of Norway.

32 « This
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¢ This bear,” according to the relation,

4 weighed only 400 pounds, though the length

of its body was feven fect, from the extremit
of the nofe to the tail. T} cet were
five inches broad, and the thicknefs of the
was four inches. We drew from this an

60 Paris pints of oil *.”

etter of Mr. Co
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