NATURAL HISTORY.

The BUBALUS, or CERVINE AN-
TILOPE, and other Animals allied
to the Gazerres and Goars,

THE BUBALUS*

N the article Buffalo, we remarked, that the
modern Latins had improperly applied to it
the name bubalus. 'This appellation anciently
belonged to the animal we are now treating of;
whole

The porcine antlope, with horns bending outward and

backward, almoit clofe at their bafe, and diftant at cheir poi

twilted and annulated ; very ftrong and black ; fome of

above twenty inches long, ‘and above cleven in girth

The head is large, and like tha - The eyes are placed
form of the body is a mix-

ture of the flag and heifer. Itis of the fize of the former. The

il is rather more than a foot long, and terminated with a taft of

hair. The colour is a reddith brown ; Peanant’s Symagf: of &

. 37

in Greek; Zubalus, in Latin; bulale, in

ervi, - d:

aliorum. quorumdam fanguini deeft, quocirea corum

fanguis
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whofe nature is very different from that of the
buffalo. In fome external qualities it refembles
the flag, the gazelles, and the ox. It refembleg
the flag in fize and figure®, and particye
larly in the form of its limbs: But its horng
are_ permanent, and. nearly confiructed fike
thofe of the largeft gazellcs, to which it js
allied by this characer as well as its natural dif
pofitions. Its head, however, is much longer
than that of the gazelles, or even that of the
flag. In fine, it refembles the ox in the length

guis non fmiliter atque  caterorum conerefeit,—— Byl
fanguis aliquantalo fpiffatur; quippe qui proxime o

paulo minus conffuts drif. Hi. duim. I, i, ca
Bubalis ctiam capreifque interdum cornua. inutitia fun

‘contra nonnalla refftunt et comibus fefe defendun,

pugnacefque belluas fogiunt; Liem, de partibus dnin

Bubalus.  Plivit. - Bubalum gignit Africa, vili  cervine
guadam fnilitudin s E7. Nat. Jib vii, cap. 15,

Beardes Eliai. Bb. i cap. v Bb.v. cap. 48, [ vf.
cap. 7. et B! Xii. cap. 4.

B Oppiani. Dorcade platycerote. corpore  inferio,
comua non ramofa ficut cervis et capreis, fed ropicapraruy
tum fitw, wm in averfim partem retortis ma.
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of the muzzle, and in the difpofition - of the
bones of the head, which, as in the ox, jut not
out behind farther than the frontal bone. Thefe
relations in external ftru&ture, Jjoined to its
ancient name being forgotten, are the reafons
why, in modern times, it has obtained the com=
pound. denominations of bufiphalus, bull-flag,
bucula-cervina, cow-bind, Barbary cow, &o.
Even the name bubalus comes from bubulus,
and has been applied to it on account of the
fimilarity of this animal o the ox.

The head of the bubalus is narrow ; the eyes
are placed very high; and the front is fhort and
narrow. The horns are large, black, permanent,
and furnifhed with large rings. They fpring
near each other, but recede confiderably at their
extremities. They bend backward, and are twift-
ed fpirally . His fhoulders are fo high, that
they form a kind of bunch on the withers.
The tail s nearly a foot long, and garnifhed
with a tuft of hairs at the point. The cars are
fimilar to thofe of the antilope.  Kolbe t has

® Sce Mon. pour forvir & PHIf det dnimans, part. e po 240
tab. 39

+ The Aftican clk.—Its head is beautifil, and refembles thae
of the flag, buc it is finaller in proporsion to
body. Its homns are about a foot in length.
they are rugged, but fraight, unifor
tremities.  Lis neck is free and beautiful,
Titele larger than the under. d
cate; and its il is about a s The hair which
covers ita body is foft, fmooth, and of an ah-c

Afiican el veigh
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given to this animal the appellation of e/4, though
it has no other refemblance to the elk than by
its hair being more flender at the root than in
the middle, or at the point, which is peculiar to
thefe two animals; for, in almoft every qua-
druped, the hair is always grofler at the root
than in the middle, or at the point. The hair
of the bubalus is nearly of the fame colour with
that of the elk, though it is much fhorter, fofter,
and lefs bufhy ¥, Thefeare the only refemblances
between the elk and bubalus ; for they differ in
every other particular. The horns of the elk
are larger and heavier than thofe of the ftag, and

* The habit of body, the legs, and the neck of this animal,
ive it a flronger refemblance 0 a flag than to a_cow, of
which Iaft he has only the horns, and cven thefe differ con-
rom thofe of the cow. They fpring very near cach
other; becaufe the head is here extremely narrow; but, in
the cow, the front is very large. They were about a foot long,
black, bended backward, tifled fpiraly, and fo ufed befons
and above, that the clevations of the ferew. w mott en-
it oy (e length,
including the wft of hair at the point, which was three inches
long. The ears refemble thofe of the gazelles, the infde
being garnifhed, in fome places, with white hair; the ret was
naked, and exhibited 2 Gin perfeely black and fmooth. The
eyes were high, and fo near the horns, that the head feemed
© have no front. There we
which render this animal very e
Soulders were fo.ligh, that shey formed. 5 kind.of burch o
the withers.—This animal feems rather (0 be the bubalus
F the anci the fimall African ox deferibed by Belon;
for Solines compares the bubalus 10 the fiag; Oppian gives
him horns trned backward; and Pliny fays, 4
ks of the calf and ttag; Mom. pour firvir a I'Hifl. des
pedse

two very thin, Uvurl et
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are likewife renewed annually. The horns of
the bubalus, on the contrary, never fall off; but
continue to grow during life, and refemble, in
figure and texture, thofe of the gazelles. He
refembles the gazelles fill more in the figure of
his body, the lightnefs of his head, the length
of his neck, the pofition of his eyes, cars, and
horns, and in the form and length of his tail.
The gentlemen of the Academy of Sciences, to
whom this animal was prefented under the name
of the Barbary-cow, and who adopted that deno-
mination, have not failed to recognife it to be the
bubalus of the ancients. Though we have re-
jected this compound appellation, we hefitate not
to copy here their exak defeription, by which it

appears that this animal is not a g’lzdlc, a
goat, a cow, an elk, or a flag ¥, but that it is a
particular and diftiné fpecics. Befides, it is the
fame with that deferibed by Caius#, under the
name of bufelaphus; and T was furprifed that
the gentlemen of the Academy omitted this re~

mark,

* The bubalus is feparated from the fiag kind by two cflential
charadters : 1. The horns never fhed: 2. The bubalus has a
gall-bladder, which is wanting in the fag, the fulow-deer, the
rocbuck, &e. ¢ The gall-bla ddn,' fay ademen of the

was placed on the right fide; nal half was
ached to the liver, and the membrane ok fernelun
1 alfwas i, delcac, and folded, beng end
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mark, as all the charaters aferibed by Caius
to his bufblaphus correfpond with their Barbary.
COW. %
In the Royal Cabinet there is, 1. A fkeleton
of the bubalus, which had been deferibed and
diffected by the gentlemen of the Academy;
2. A head, which is much larger than that of
the fkeleton, and the horns are alfo thicker
and longer; 3. A portion of another head, with
horns s large as the former, but whofe figure
and dire@tion are different. Hence, in the bu
bali, as well as in the gazelles, antilopes, &
i Capite et aure longa atque tenui, tibia et ungula graciliut
LJA.‘I,] ita ut ad celeritatem videatur factum animal.  Cauda
ped ‘:\;[:-.J.a:wc <t paslo ampiius, forma caude vaccine quim
ma, fed brevitate accedens. propius ad cervinam : Natar
ambigente cervane effet an vace: &
P e e ol

primo fio or

ad med
P &

tecedant rurfum i averfm, Tt Exvomn ot e
i@ ut extrema cornua non diftent nify

miffs intervallo: L

@quata, quo conflat juve

THE BUBALUS, &. 7
there are varietics in the fize of the bodyand the
figure of the horns.  But thefe differences feem
to be too inconfiderable to conflitute diftin€t
fpecies.

“The bubalus is very common in Barbary, and
in all the northern parts of Africa. He has
neatly the fame difpofitions with the antilopes 3
and, like them, his hair is fhort, his fkin black,
and his flefh s good to eat.
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