ACROSS THE UNITZL OTATZES
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It is no longer impossible for the busy man to spend his brief
holiday in America. The Cunard steamers carry passengsrs Ifrom
land to land in seven days, cutting the Atlantic waves at a con-~
stant speed about equal to the average rate of a railway train be-
tween Dundee and Broughty Ferry. A fortnight's sojourn in the
8tates will enable cne to get a passing glimpse of the chief Hast-
ern cities like New York, Philadelphia, Boston, .ushington, or, if
a traveller were bent upon covering the greatesat distunce in the
shortest time, he oould cross the whole oontinent to San Francisco
and return to New York within the fortnight, only in the latter
oase he must 0o prepared to make a reilway oarriage his home for
the entire period. He ocould boast to his friends on'his return
that within the month he had truvelled 12000miles ~ 2 distance abeus
equal to helf round the globe - but assuredly he would carry back
only the vaguest impression of the great country whic. .e Lad crossed.

It was my fortune to spend three montis in the States dur-
ing last Autuan/ My fellow traveller and I wers on our way to
visit one of the cattle ranches of the fer #est. uvur route was
fixed to some extant by business requirements, but we managed to
see some Oof the most distinotive natural soenery of aAmerioca, a num-
ber of the leading cities, and somethin; of the diversified nation-
al life. #4thin an hour I can only hope to give you a few brief
notes.

The country has one or two simple but important natural
divisions. The Atlantic seaboard,varying in width from 50 to 100
miles, is cut off from the rest of the continent by several chains
of mountains running North and South, of which the Alleghanies are
the most important. For a long period in the history of the
oountry these mountains formed a barrier to the ocoloniast, and

American life was oconfined to the seaboard plane where stand today




most of the great and all of the older cities - New York, ~hila-
delphia and i7ashington.

First impressions of New York are not particularly engagz-
ing, The dilapideted cab which carries you from the quay to your
hotel almcst breaks your bones on the jourmey and unless you have
had the foresisht to make a barcgain and a hard bargain, too, about
the fare y»ou will be fleeced most unmercifully. The Jehus of New
York are naarly all Irish and they redress their ocountry's wrongs
on the absantee Englishmen who fall guilelessly into their clutches.

The street paving of New York is unfortunately to be du-
plicatec in almost every other city in the Union, and for utter bad-
ness it can hardly be matched anywhere. But you soon learn that
the streets have been built ochiefly rbr the convenience of tramway
cars and reilway trains. Improving on the Baconian precept that it
is better to ride than to walk, the americun says life is not worth
livins without tramcars, sand hence his rule: Let the street perish
but nrinz along the tram car. But the overhead railroad illus-
trates hest what men will sacrifice for what are called tue conven-
fences of civilization, ot an albtitude ogqual S0 the first story
#indows of the neighborings houses an overhead railway had veen
erected on iron pillars placed in the centre of certain streets.

It 43 & ludicrous erection and how living is possible at all along
the route cof travel is a marvel, There is constant noise night
and day from passing treins and every passerger can inspect the in-
tearior of the rooms facing the street unless the blinds are ocare-
fully drawn, Perhaps the surroundings beget a specialized type

to whom the rumble and soream of the railway train becomes an in-
dispenseable adjunct to ocomfortable living.

The business streets of Naw York are mostly Dparrow ex-
cept a few leading thorougnlares, out uptown in the fashionable
and residential quarters they are wide and more rfitted for a oar-.
riage getting alonz without demage to the springs. The houses are
mostly high, some of them excessively high. I saw one of 13 stories,

and 8 to 10 stories are not mmecommon. Both brick and stone are
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used and the ceneral appearance is not unlike scme of our great
seaport olities. You are reminded, however, that you are not in
England by the Venetian blinds whicl open outwards like shutters,
ziving shade while admitting air in the almost tropic heat which
settles upon tne ¢it, durin- the surmmer mocaths, end the zreat squares
planted with trees in the heaurt of the city and t.ie treea which line 4
tiie sidewalks of some of the atreets, reocall ’Jontinental ratiaer
than Suglish impressions.
The homes o wealtny ivew 7York men ure witnin the city.

Jd0 doudt many fine residences sre fouad in amall suburban villages
and alon. the# Hudson, but whole fortunss have beon laid out upon
squarse, sc1id subatantial dwellings which line tle side streets.

«n inz2l{sh merchant would have built his resideance oa the outskirts
¢ the eity or entirely in the country, Sut Fifth .venus, where the
#3ulthiest New Yorkers live, showes nelther troas nor sardens to
hreak the sven lins of the 'ouse or tc suzzest rurcl tastes. The
11liionaire, it 13 true, ha:z: his sumer rasidence bH.t 1t is at
Saratogza Sprin:s or lLcas 3ransh or some otier fashiionuuls watering

slace whaers the wiinter galety of the city can ve contiaueu through-
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dut the asumasr. american city aen, like thelr ladias, are _regar-
fous; they hate the country unless the social life of tie town can
be Surned into (¢, The populatiosn af New York is considerably

over a nillion and 3rcoklym, which 1s TPeachec by a ;reut suspension
hridge recontly firished, has half 1 aillion. AS a class, liew
{orkers are pushin,;, mo-ahead and speculativa. They are not pure
Amerioar by any means. Besides larse numbers of inglish and Irish,
tha Germans, Duteh and other Buropean nationnlities are found in

all walks of life. Bucsiness is pushed Xeenly and hazerds are under-
taken at which Sngzlishmen stand aghast. Money flows like a tide
now this wa:* now that, filling the coffers of some and ruining
others with startling rapidity. It is not surprising to find along-
slde of thiz devotion to dollar-gathering a gaiety equal to that of
Paris, and a support of churches - I do not say religion = unsur-

i
passed anywhere in the world. There are at least a dozen theatres
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of the first order, besides a host of minor houses of amusement.

Churches are numerous, some of them of fine desicns, and they are
supported with the same lihberality accorded to places of amusement.
Seats are sold by suction and the hizhest bidder has a natural pride
in feeling that he has licked the others in the cause of religion.
No doubt the personal influence of the preacher counts for something
in the size of the collections. Practical in his teaching the
american preacher is particularly skillful in extracting dollars. #e
had cnee the misfortune to occupy the front seat in a ¥ashington
church where they gathered two colleotiones at one diet. ¥Ne gawe in
a liberael =pirit to the firat and were somewhat taken aback after a
hymn had deen sung to see the preacher get down from his pulpit to

a platform within two feet of us and announce that he now wanted a
solid colleotion for some cause or other. The collection begzan
with us, and, what made it particularly trying, was that in the hear-
ine of the congregation the clergyman told the collectors not to be
in a hurry if 2 man had not his contribution ready, to wait beside
nim till he ot well down into his breeches pooket, and suitinv the
action to the word he showed how far down into his pockets his hands
could go, only I noticed that he kept them there.

Philadelphia, the Juaker ocity, is second only to New Yor}
in point of nopulation. In manufactures and production zenerally
it surpassas New York and every other city in the Union. It is a
eity with » history and as you wander through its narrow streets,
laid out in straizht parullel lines with rows of houses regularly
built of red brick and windows faced with an edging of white marble,
some thins of the stiff and formal manners of other days comes back
to vou. It has a fine situation at the junotion of the Schuykill
and the Delaware and lies on a plane of great fertility. For 100
miles west of Philadelphia right up to the Alleghanies is a country
which reminds one of the richest agricultural districts of England,
farmms of moderate size with fine substantial houses, the land care-
fully tilled and a well-to-do alr about all the towns and villages
which we passed. i1 this district are preserved some of those
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strioctest of religious sects for whieh Philadelphia was noted in
past times, men who refused to take oath, bear arms, take office or
go to law with others, The centre of attraction in Philadelphia

is Independence Hall where the Declaration of Independence was sign-
ed on the Fourth of July, 1778. Congress met here until 1798 and
the Congressiona) Chamber is preserved in its original condition.
014 historiecal records are found here, portraits of the Independence
leaders, medals and autograph letters and in the vestibule stands
the old Liberty Bell with its noble inscription "Proclaim liberty
throughout the land untd all the inhabitants thereof™. Dr. Frank-
lin's witty retort to Hancock at thes signing of the Declaration will
be recalled. Hancock headed the members who came up to sign and,
pen in hand, addressed them "#e must be unanimous, gentlemen; there
must be no pulling different ways. #e must all hang together™.

To which Franklin answered "Yes, we rmust all hang together or else
we shall all hang separately.”

The Philadelphian is a s0lid man, proud of his oity and
of his ancestry, He acoumulates wealth more slowly than the New
Yorker but its permanence is secure when acquired, He has some
contempt for the flashy ostentation of his rival perhaps not mini-
mised with a little jealousy that the world should give so much at-
tention to a successwhich he places far below his own.

There are sevaral libraries and institutes in Philadelphia
and the Aoademy of Fine Arts was the best public oollection of pile-
tures which we saw in the States. Here, too, is well illustrated
the emulation between Ameriocen oities in the matter of municipal or
eity buildings. Millions of dollars have already been expended
on the huge and ornate pile of buildings now approaching complstion.
It is said that the towers wers deaigned to get nearer heaven than
any other erection in the country but the ylelding of the founda-
tions compelled a rearranging of the plans to more modest proportions.
In every city of any size the municipal buildings are in their magni-
tude and architeoctural adornment a striking evidence of the ambition

and public spirit of the citizens but 1t is pitiable to hear on every




hand that not one of these monuments have been erected without cost-
ing by jobbery enormous sums in excess of their values. Even here
in the moral eity of the Union the dirty fingers of the jobber have
played fast and loose with the public purse.

Four hours ride on the express treain carries you from
Philadelphia to Aashington, the seat of Government. The great Nation-
al Buildings I have not time to describe even if a literary descrip-
tion could oonvey any useful impression. The Capitol, the Treasury,
the office of the Army and Navy, the #hite House, the Poat Office,
the Smithsonian Institute, and a number of others are striking crea-
tions of the architect , built for the most part of white marble. |
In the bright, pure atmosphere of Washington, where no tall ohimney
is permitted to be built, and no manufactury established to pollute
the air with smoke and vapour, the buildings stand out in bold,sharp ‘
outlines suszestive in the distance of the palaces and courts of
Royalty, rather than the prosaio chambers of republiocan officials.

The streets and avenues are the finest in the Union. Pennsylvania

Avenue is a mile long and straight as an arrow running between the
Capitol, where Congress and the Senate sit, and the wWhite House,where
the President resides. It 1is 180 feet wide and good eyesizht is
needed to recognize ones friends ou the other side. The city 1is
purely residential and the number of fine private dwellinzs very
large. The public drives extend for many miles, its ecucational
privileges are the best and every year 1s adding to the number of
retired merchants and others who select it for permanent residence.
One must not omit the dashingzton Column to which the finishing
touches were beinz gziven at our visit. Built of white marble in the
shape of Cleopatra's needle it stands 555 feet high with a bast 55
feet square and wall 15 fest thick. To olimb it would be a task

and 80 the Government has prov‘ied an elevator in the centre by means
of whioh you are whisked rapldly to the summit. Americans are proud

of it. It i{s the biggest thing in columns which the world has seen

and therefore agein amerioca has licked creation.
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We attended the President's reception along with perbhaps
150 others. At the door of a handsome reception room in the White
House the President stands and the company file past each shaking
hands with him, We were smong the last and a polite attendant who
knew us t0 be strangers, asked our names and gave us the honour of
a formal introducstion, the President expressing his pleasure at
meeting two Scotamen. Dresaing 1s not observed at these receptions
but it was remarkable that only one tweed suit was seen in the room
and the wearer was an Rnglishman. Ladies, who form the largest part
of the company, to not negleot their toilets. An amusing incident
oogurwed in our company. A tall negress in white apron and bare
head, evidently the nurse in some family, came in with a pretty lit-
tle zirl perhaps 3 years old. After shaking hands she lifted the
child into the President's arms saying "Ho.Ley, kiss the President",
which was sucoessfully performed, but the papers commentingz on the
incident next day said it was a well known fact that the President
disliked kissing anybody, young or old. It is needless to say he
is a baochelor.

Crossing the Alleghany mountains a tiraveller desoends
repidly into the great csntral plain of America extending west to
the next mountain dbarrier 1000 to 1200 miles. This plain {s bounti-
fully watered in its eastern central and northern partz by the great
rivers Missiasippl, Ohio, Missouri, and a number of others. Geolo-
gists say that at the close of the glacial period a shallow sea
coversd the whole central portion of America and uppn its floor was
laid down the fine muds and loams which form today this great tract
of rioch agricultural _.oil.

#e entered the plain at its northeastern margin sailing
up the loveliest of American rivers - the Hudson - which runs be-
tween the Catskill and ¥hite wountains, fominz the northern exten-
sion of the aAlleghanies. OQur destinatlion was Saratoga Springs,
the center of American wealth and fashion in the aseason. The miner-

el springs abundent in the neighborhood are the exouse for this
in '
resort which presents/ltself few attractive features excapt th-~-
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which wealth has created in fine dwellings and gardens. Here we
are introduced to what is a prominent feature throughout the States -
the abundance of wooden or board houses, #hole towns are built of
wood and in the West and Central regions these board houses are far
more numerous than those of stone and brick. In their plainest
forms they look cold and slim to eyes used to substantial buildings
but in private residences, often of great size, they lend themselves
easily to dbeautiful desirns and rich colorings and we were assured
that for warmth in winter and coolness in summer they are preferred
to brick and stone. I have never seen such variefty in form and
golour as peep out from smid trees and zardens in and around Sara-
togza. #e ware tauzht both here and in widely separated parts of
the Union the lesson that bemutiful houses and gardens were not
meant to be hidden behins hizh walls and hedges. The 1ittle strip
of rarden in front of the finest residences in Saratogzs leads down
from the house to the public rfootpath without hedze or rail or fenoce
of any kind. Une could step on %o the grass lawn or among the
flower plots from the pavement without hindrance but no one tres-
passes and not even the urchins pilfer the flowers which could bde
reached so sasily. In this I think there is a moral and example
for nurselves. But Saratoga's great feature i{s its mammoth hotels.
The one in which we stayed had 1000 rooms. Another had 1200 or 1300
and others were on soales nearly as large. OQurs occupied thres
sides of a sguare, the fourth side being fenced, probably with a
view to completing the square at a future time. The interior of
the sguare i{s pleasure ground for the guesats, planted with large
trees, oarpeted with fine turf on which tennis and other gemes are
played, and navinz a bandstand in the €fentre. A plazza runs all
round the building which on a summer evening is zay with brilliant
costumes and lively with the conatan. prattle of ladies voloes.
Gentlemen are in the minority decidedly, but if you turn in to the
Hotel Bar you will find not a few flirting with iced drinks, sherry
collars or whisky straizht. There was no dancing on the two even-
ings we were there and it struck us that the girls had to find a
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good deal of their smusement with their own sex. I believe much of
the amusement has to be found in dressing or, perhaps more properly,
in other people's dressing. I oan vouch that one male novice found
some amusemont as a silent oritioc of the company.

Our route from Saratoga lay past Niegara on past Chiocago.
The day and night we spent at the Falls are ever memorable but no
deseoription so often tried can convey a mental pioture of that won-
derful sight and therefore I shall not attempt it. In common I be-
lieve with many others, my first impression was one of disappoint-
ment. Crossing the liiagara River fram the American to the Canadian
side half a mile below the Falls, the whole of the latter comes sud-
denly before you. The distance, your own altitude and previous con-
geptions all conspire to meake first impressions disenchanting, bdut
when you get close to the Falls above and below the resistless mass
of moving water, its lovely translucent green as it curves over the
precipice, the wmriety of its breaking forms as it thunders down in
ereamy foam and misty wvapour, all these produce an impression of
some thing which 1is imdescribable. The Rapids in whioch the unfor-
tunate Captain Webd was burfeted and crushed to death are a mile or
two beneath the Falls, The great mass of water is confined by
rooky sides to a narrow bed of unknown depth supposed to be several
hundreds of feet and as it tears along it is lashed and whirled into
great broiling heaps which rise in the centre of the river same 15
feet above the level of the water at the margin. Webd thougzht he
oould fight these points by keeping on the top of them but they beat
the strength out of him and then sucked him under.

e wished to spend another day at Niasgara but an engagement
called us Aest and South. #hen we stepped on board the car at
Nisgara we had nearly a thousand miles before us and over 40 hours
of continuous railway travelling. It was our first experience day
and night uninterrupted travelling, an experience which we got aoc-
customed to before we saw the x;atorn coast again. It may not be

emiss, therefore, 1f I say something about reilway travelling in
America. In theory there is only one class, in practice there are
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and sometimes three on trains going long distances. The ordinary
car is longer than our home oarriage and without any division into
compar tment s, You enter and leave the oar by a platform at each
end and a passagse runs down the centre. The seats are sometimes
chagts and they are placed at right angles to the oentral passage
so that two passengers oan sit on either side, left and right of
the passage in each row. Anyone can move up and down the passage
or change his position to another car while the train is zoing at
full speed. You can also take a poaition on the platform between
the oars if you want fresh air or separation from your fellow passen-
gers, My favorite seat in orossing the great plains or passing
through mountain sosnery was the platform of the last car, from which
you ot an uninterrupted view on all sides. The Pullman car is a
class hizher than the ordinary and the Emigrant oar on the Nestern
trains a class lower. The Pullman is the most luxurious means of
railway travellinz invented, a drawingroom by day in which you en-
gage a special seat for any length of jourmey, and your bearoom by
finished with
niasht. The woodwork of the car is beautifully/inlaid panels and
upholstered in a comfortable and tasteful fashion. There 1ia a
lavatory at eaoh end supplied with a fountain of drinking water, a
smoking room, and usually a small private room in which four beds
oan be made up, which is convenient for a family or party wishing
to kesp together. Two attendants are on each Pullman; a white man,
the conducstor, whose chief duty seems to be to make himself agree-
able to any lady passengers, and a darky who acts as porter, makes
down the beds, brushes your shoes and clothes, and gensrally keeps
things tidy and, most important of all, receives the tipas. The ocon-
ductor is a swell; to offer him a dollar would be an insult leading
to I know not what consequences on the lonely prairies. Although
I had many tips to distribute in America I made it a rule never to
insult the Condustor. But the smartest man on the train is the
newsboy. Like the Cowboy he is more man than boy and you will be

very obstinate and resolute if in a long Journey he does not beguile

a dollar or two out of your pocket. He travels great distances on
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the western trains, sometimes days together, soc that if you are a
through passenger he gets to know something of your tastes by care-
ful observation,. He appears at the door with an armful of papers
or magazines, drops one or two on the seat beside you,or perhaps
on your knee, and passes through treating every passenger in this
bountiful fashion, In a little whils he returns gathering up what
are not wanted and oollecting the prices from eall who have been
tempted into reading. He shortly returns with an amful of books,
novels, and more serious literature, guide books and photographs.
A mixture is set bsfore esach passenger. W have had as many as six
volumes piled up on the seat beside me and again the boy withdraws
and waits results. Next time he appears with a supply of fruits,
grapes, apples, pears, oranges, raisins, nuts. He will try them
all on you appealing to a different taste when literature fails.
Still another surprise may bes in store in the shape of knicknacks,
fancy boxes set with minerels found in the mountains, or other novel-
ties likely to interest you. Long before the journeys end the boy
knows who will buy and what will suit the buyer and he does his best
to prevent any ungratified desire going empty sway. For long jour-
neys the Ameriocan mode of train-traveling is unquestionabdbly syperior
to ocurs but it has drawbacks and I am not sure but our carriages
for short journeys are equally convenient, In the charge of a
passenger's luggagse the American railways companies are far ahead of
those at hame, On my way to Liverpool when leaving,one of my port-
manteaus got separated in Carlisle fram the other luggage, a fact
whieh I vainly tried to bring home to an over-confident and bumptious
guard, At every station where we stopped I got out and had a peep
into one or other of the several luggage vans on our train. At
Wigan, where the train divided, I found my missing bag in the Man-
chester van just before that half of the train left us. Had I not
diseovered it my trip would have had some inoonveniences with most
of my linen left on this side, In Americe this blunder would be
impossible. When you reach the railway station, or depot as it is
called, your bagzage 1s taken in oharge, a brass check attached to
T £



a leather thong is bound on each package and a dupliocate check given
to you. These checks have the smme numbers and at your destination
the company is bound to deliver the packages with the corresponding
numbers. Baggace masters travel on the train and all luggage is
entered on way bills so that mistakes are seldom made. Another con-
venience is the delivery of lugpage though you usually pay a high
fizure for 1it. At the last station before entering any important
oity a man steps on board the train carryinc a bundle of brass cheaks.
If you want to avoid the trouble of gettingz a cadb and hunting up

your traps, exchanzte your checks for others he will zive you and the
baczaze will be delivered at any hotel you name within a reasonable
time after your arrival. If you are new to the system he will tell
you unblushingly that it will be found in your bdbedrcom on arrival,
but as & rule these men do not scruple at a good square lie.

Going Nest our stay in Chicago was limited to half an hour
for changing carriages but coming back we spent some six days in 1t
and I may here say something of this wonderful ocity. Look at its
situation: {n the middle of the most fertile part of the central
plain 1t forms the natural centre for all agriocultural products.
Lying on Lake Michigai it has behind it the uninterrupted navigation
of the inland lakes, while the railway companies from RBast, #est,
North and South haw quarrelled and barzained for the privilege of
serving {t. S{tuated 1000 miles west of New York Chicago forms the
great exchange between the East and Nest. Her rise and progress
are the wonder even of Americans who are used to rapid successes.
Forty years azo a small (ndian trading post occupied the site of the
oity, fiftecn years ago that wooden city which had grown up was a
heep of burninz ruins, today Chicago is the best built ocity in the
States =nd¢ claims a population exceeding half a million. Its bus-
iness portion reminded us of Glasgow more than any other cisy per-
haps with its solid warehouses and commercial aspect. In the suburbd-
an and residential quarters are many fine houses and one is struck
with the large proportion of superior houses, The parks and gardens
are numerous and the enterprise shown in the introduction of the
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water supply and in the removel of sewage is a remarkable ewidence
of energy and originality.

Grain and livestoock are the two leading industries, de
visited one of the huge grain elevetors, a wooden bullding 150 feet
high used for storage. Ten carloads ocan be emptied in half that
number of minutes and the grain is oarried up to the higher stories
by means of an endlese chain of buckets somewhat like those used in
our mud dredgers. It is stared hLere in large bins until required
for shipment when a number of moveabls spouts are connected with the
bin and the gzrain descends direct into the barges. An ordinary
barge can be rfilled with 60,000 bushels in 24 hours. A lamentable
accident oocurred in the elevator which we visited. One of the men
had gone to sleep on the top of a loaded bin unaware that the grein
wes designed for shipment. He was drawn into the vortex before he
gould save himself and was discharged dead at the mouth of the spout.

We were more interested in cattle than grain end we spent a
whole day in the livestook yards. You may form an idea of the mag-
nitude of the business doume in livestock when I tell you that 2,000,000
sattle and 7,000,000 hogs were delivered in Chicago last year for
slaughter, all livestock is sold by weight and hundreds of oattle
are weizhed at one time on gigantic steel yards. Everyone who goes
to Chicago is bound to visit the paaking houses where pigs and cat-~
tle are slaughtersd, dressed and packed on a system which ocould have
been devised only by Americans. Here is how piggy is turned into
pork: A covered inclined roadway leads from the stookyards pens up
into the first story of Armour and Compeny's packing house. At one
end of the building we find a number of small pens full of squeaking
pigs and in the innermost of these pens stands a man whose sole duty
oonsists in oatching one of the hind leges of each pig and attaching
% to it a olip which is connected to a short chain. The chain 1is
connected with a lever attached to a steam engine and dy it piggy

i» whisked into the air, the shain being orossed an inclined rail
which runs nearly all round the building. Piggy hes hardly uttered

hiz ascream of astonishment whan the inclined rail carries him over




into mnother pen covered with filth and blood where stands the execu-
tionsr alone. Pigstioking in this man's hands ie a fine art altho
he is a ropulnivo‘lookinq ruffian in his bloody dress. He carries a l
slender, very fine knife and as piggy descends towards him head down- y
7uid YJe seizes one of the fore legs, gives a delicate turn with his
richt wrist and then piggy swings on, his last squeal over. A little
further on piggy Jjoins some of his brethern who preceded hin at a

trap doorway. dhen a dozen have accumulated the clips are canted,
the door opens and they all plump into a boiling bath. Here their
grest black backs roll about for a few minutes, when one after anoth-
er they are dragged out and passed deliberately into the shaving ma-
ochéne. Four revolvinz drums armed with razors or scrapers are built
80 as to form four sides of a square. Piggy goes in at one end very
hairy and comes out at the other very nakec. He i8 then seized by

s number of men who, with knives, remove any hair not completely

taken off by the machine. He is elevated again to the rail and pass-
¢8 on to the disembowelers, whose operations we shall pass. Hashed
claan and empty he then travels a lonz way to another part of the
ruilding where another man with an axe splits him in two halfs while
hanging. The halves are carried tc the ioehouse whenoe, after a
period of rest, they are brought to be divided by axe and knife into
the various forms in whioh pork and bacon are met with in the deal-

ors.
The wholes process is a marvel of clever handling, is as hu-

mane as pig-sticking ever can be and,from an eccnomical standpoint,
almost perfection. Nothing is wasted they say except the squeals,
and on my suggesting to our guide that some ingenious Yankee might
utilize that some day for musiocal purposes, he guessed the thing ocould

be done.
Qur road from Chicago lay south through the fertile prairie

states of Illinois and Nissouri to Kansas City; thence south through
the Indian Territory into the State of Texas. ANe had come from
Niagara 1600 to 1700 miles with one break in Kansas City, and the

journay had oocoupied four days and two nights. #e were now in the
country where 20 miles an hour was the rate of travel and with our '
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remembrances of certain railroad beus we deemed it a great deal too

fast, A man oan sleep in a rolling ship but a reilway train whioh

swings and jolts and pitches all in one motion would keep the drowsy
god hidself awake.

I wish I had time to say somsthing of the State of Texas
in which we foumd ourselves,a single State with an area considerably
greater than shat of either Fransce or Germany, and %0 whioh in ex-
pressive American - Great Britain would form a sizeable kitchen garden.
The western portion of the great central plain which we have crose-
ed is muoch drier than the central and eastern with a scanty rainfall
and a lighter sandy soil. North and south upon this dry section
and further west up into Rookies lie the groa";nttlo ranches which
within the past five years have become so suddenly interesting to
Scotehmen, especiaslly to0 investing Scotochmen.

Yor several days we had been broiling in the little town
of Yort dorth with the thermometer standing between 95 and 100 in
the shade and the mosquitos draining the sweetest blood centres in
our faces and necks. It was a relief to get free at last for a
trip over the wide stretching plains in the company of those famous
Texan cowboys whose deeds are the schoolboy romance now that the
poor redman has been laid on the shelf. At somevhere over 200
miles west of Fort #forth we bade goodbye to civilization for three
weeks, out off from ™ilroads, letters, newspapers, and Sundays.

It was a refreshing sxperience full of novelty and tempered with
just enough fatigue and roughing to make the evening smoke and yarn
around the campfire a luxury. The ocountry is rolling prairie des-
titute of trees except a dwarf knowm as™mesquite” which is roung/ldo-
tached plants over a great area, sorudb oak at rare intervals and a
few ocottonwoods, ochina and hickory found in the bottom or along
water oourses. The district whioh we visited is more broken than
ordinary owing to its foming the region in which the head waters or
feeders of several rivers take their rise. Each of these has cut
in V shaped eleft or gorge deep in the soft soil and these small
canone often necess itate lon: detours to get from one side to the

other. 3ut the most strikin~ natural feature is what we called the
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Breaks of the plains. FYor several hundreds of miles west of this
distriot the plains extend nearly flat as a table at an elevation
200 to 300 feet above the country lying to the East. The dividing
line between the two distriocts is a wall with precipitous sides in
only a few places of which oan you find paths leading from below $o
the top. It was in the country lying beneath and East of this wall
that we spent most of our time making, however, ons long exeursion
over the table land above.
¥e had come %0 see ocowboy life and we lived pretty much
eowboy fashien. The Cowboy I need hardly $ell you is a men and his
age usually from 20 to perhaps 30, with the bosases or ohief men,
running up to perhaps 40 years. Over a territory larger than
Forfarshire we found about 100 boys whose work consisted in handling
about 100,000 head of cattle sesattered over that area. The main
work is branding the ocalves and separating the fat ocattle which are
msant for the market. From 10 to 15 men work as a branding outfis,
each man having from 8 to 10 hJ,LOl with him, #ith the earliest
streak of dawn the boys are in the saddle and scatter for miles
round a given point. They form then a gzreat circle and their duty
is to drive every mmimal within the circle to the point previously
fixed. BEvery canon, ravine or gorge has to be searchea %o drive out
cattle hiding away in their recesses, for in cunning and dodgery no
animal dbeatd an o0ld Texas ocow. It is 2 splendid asight to see the
great oirele concentrate - hundreds and thousands of cattle in the
early morning ocoming over the ridges from all directions with the
cowboys galloping and shouting along the lines behind them. #hen
gathered together in one large bunoh they are held easily by one
or two boys riding slowly round them. A fire is kindled in the
ne ighborhood and the branding irons with the peeuliar shape of the
owners kept hot, Now comes the tough work. Half a dozen boys on
fresh horses are told off to ecut out the calves. Riding into the
herd they eaoh single out a ocalf,gradually get it out to the edge
by riding now this way, now that, while the sharp-witted fellow,

knowing by instinct what it all means, does his best to sscape.
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Once to the edge the calf bolts and the rider after him, the horse
knowing exactly what to do while the boy swings his lasso. The loop
falls over the head or legs of the calf and the boy makes a couple

of turns with the end of the rope round the saddle, the horse stops
suddenly, heeling his body over a little to one side to withstand
the impendinz shook. It caomnes and the poor ocalf is prostrate on the
ground half ohoked in the quick pull up from a break-neck gallop.

He is dragged to the fire,protesting vigorously all the way, and a
few seoconds appliocation of the hot irons brands him indelibly with
the mark of his owner. The mother cow usually comes bellowing after
her offspring but she seldom charges the offenders. Thecut ting out
of the heavy, fat cattle is a tougher job than cutting out calves.
Courage and sill are needed in rider and horse and an onlooker is
amazed at the wonderful intelligence shown by the horse in frustrat-
ing the steer's sndeavors to get baok to the main herd. Sometimes

he bolts for the open preirie and then it is a long road to turn him.
I remember one stout two-year-old who carried his pursuer a couple

5f miles from the herd and repeatedly charged him when overtaken.
Sventually he was led back by two boys, one on each side with thelr
lessos round “is head, and a third boy shouting behind to make him go.

The cowboys life is ppent in the saddle. He will ride
down half a dozen of horses in one hard days work. He sleeps on the
ground with his blanket round him and his saddle for a pillow. He
has often to drive cattle long distances,lB00 miles or more, to mar-
ket, and patience, skill and self-denial are frequently ocalled into
play. His herd may be restless and he must sometimes keep in the
saddle all night to prevent their bLreaking loose. If they do stamp-
ede, whioh ocours now and again in the darkness, he must ride like
grim death straight ahead and for miles together till he can head off
the leaders and gradually quiet them down.

In our journeys aoross the prairies it was always a pleas-
ant experience to come across the brandin: outfits. The juiciest
stenks and temderest morsels of beefl were always to be had in their
camps. Our fare when we 2ot away from them was the fattesi of fat
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at which I inwardly revolted, and black ocoffee, exeeedingly black.
The water at times was a chocolate color before mixing it with the
eoffee and we found it do.irabl; to pass a rule always to mix 1t with
something. We fared better, however, in other parts of the range
where an abundance of wild turkey, prairie chicken, quail, and wild
duok made a feast for a prinae.

There are few wild animals in these prairies, an occeasion-
al herd of antelope, a few deer,now and again the silence of your
oamp broken by the unearthly howling of the cowardly coyotes or
prairie wolwes who sometimss crep) quietly within a hundrea yards of
us and then let Pandemonium looss without a note of warning. Wild
cats are met with occasiocnally in the deeper canons, and the vilest
of all vile things - the skunk -~ is enocountered not infrequently.
fe were xm lucky in not meeting with s skunk although we did not es-
cape his aromms, The stink of this animal will cause strong men %0
sioken, and if you have the midfortune to get but a touch of his vile
seopwtion you must straightway forsake your fellows or at least they
will forsake you until, having burned your oclothes and done penance
in solitude, purity retums to you again. Snakes are not so numerous
as they were. 1 d1d4 not see over 10 or 12 altogether, of which 6
or 7 were rattlesnakes. The biggest of these, about 24 inches in
diameter and 3 feet long, I managed to kill and his rattle was cut
off and preserved as a trophy.

The wide, lovely prairie is the last place where Dundee men
would expeot to stumble on other Dundes men but owr experience here
was not the first or last reminder of how very small the world is
after all. Two leading citizens of Dundee had been traveling by
stage for dsys together, we had been spending nearly three wesks on
the prairies. Both met by pure acoident at the frontier little towm
of Harrold which oonnected us again Itkh?iho iron rail with civili-
zation. What made our astonishment mare profound was to discover
one of these worthy gentlemen, a man renowned for his peaceful pro-
clivities, armed like a veritable Texan Ranger with 1l aded revolver
and belt stuffeud full of cartridges. Our hilarity was loud and long
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and I daresay the wonderin; oitizens of Harrold who saw the meeting
formed quite erronéous opinions regarding the source of so much
mirth. The treveller who hasorossed the ocentral plain of America
finds its western edge defended by a mountain chain running North
and South - the fur-famed Rocky Mountains - while some 400 or 500
miles west of the Rookies ocours a parallel chain, the no less renown-
ed Sierra Nevadas. These two mountain chains with the great desert
between them, make up what is called the backbones of the Continent.
The Sierras are a well defined range of great altitude
risinz boldly out frum the fertile plain of California with its wesp-
ern face so steep and high and bare that it seems to form & perfect
barrier against intrusion. The Rockies, on the other hand, are
rather a tangle of mountains than a continucus ochain. The main direct
ion is North and South bdut everywhere subcheins branch off in differ-
ent directions and huge solitary peaks are a prominent feature. The
groant desert between the Rockies and the Slierras is a dry bec of a
former inland sea now a barren and desolate waste through which wan-
der one or two nelancholy-loocking streams fed by the snows of the
3ierra. It 1ia & drenr; ride through this sterile region and a fine
sand per stiantes the rarc gouvted with the saline particles whioh im-
pregnate the s30il, Right at the base of the Roockies on the eastern
sl1e lies Denver ’ity, queen of the prdiries. Situated on the plain
she forms the netural portel into the wonders of the Coloradc moun=-
tains, To the Sart fer as “he eye cun see 1s a deal level of preir-
ie, but turning westward the whole magnificence of the Rockles falls
upon the view, - chain und peak and crag in an endleas panorama, and
all bathed in an stmosphere cf delicious purity. I shall not soon
forget our last view from the plains as= the cars carried us eastward
on our homeward journey. A dark, purplish veil covered the moun-
teins in the cdim early morninz but es we slowly left the city the
vell seemed to shiver and csoillate in the rays of the risinz sun.
Suddenly a white peak reflected the light in the far background,then
another snd another in juiek suwoession, - a hundred heads near and

far had returned the ~-olden greeting. Meanwhile the veil in the
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foreground became thinner and more translucent and agitated with a
wavy motion until, reduced to a gauze of the finest texture, it a-
bruptly disappeared lsaving the mounteins in their naked grandeur.

Traveling in the dry belt of the States one is oconstantly
being deceived regarding distances and heights, the remarkable pur-
ity of the air seeminz to bring objects nearer to eyes acocus tomed
t0 a moisture-laden atmosphere, In Denver they tell a story illus-
trative of this: Two Englishmentstarted for a walk to the foothills
some 15 miles away befare breakfast believing them to be two or three
miles off, after several miles had been got over and the hills
apparently as far off as ever, they came to one of the irrigating
ditches some 3 or 4 feet wide. One of them began immediately to
throw off his clother, and on his companion asking what he intended
doing, he said "I am going to swim this river." "What", said the
other, "this ditoh that you can hop over"? "Yes, how the deuce do
I know it isn't a quarter of a mile. Haven't we been fooled enough
already? You can jump and get drowned; I mean to swim.”

#ho has not heard of the Canons of Colorado, those great
zorges out by running water thousands of feet deep through soldd
rook. More strikingly even than Niagara they illustrate the power
vonteined in a 'nvinz stream, and as you zaze upwards at the walls
>u eaoch 8ide some faint idea bresks upon you of the immeasurable
periods involved in what 1is called geological time. Right through
some of theses corges and over the high passes of the Rockies a nar-
row gauge railway has been built by the enterprising imerican with
Inglish money, unfortunately, connecting Denver on the eastern with
Salt Lake City on the western side of the mountains, the journey
takinz about 36 hours continuous traveling.

fhen you have passed the foothills and are fairly within
the range you seem at times as if penetrating into the bowels of
the earth. The bottom of the gorge contains hardly any rcom for
your narrow road and the btrawling stream, while the walls of so0lid
rock stand over you in some cases 3000 feet. Lookins ahead your
road at times appears to close up in a dead wall, but a sharp turn
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carries you round an angle but only to have the same experience re-
peated. Provision is made by the Rallway Company for viewing the
finest of these canons, the Royal Gorge of the Arkansas, by attach-
ing to the train an open observation car, into which all passengers
can go. Traveling at the moderate rate of speed common on western
roads you ocan enjoy without inconvenience and examine with care the
etriking rock farmations and ourious weather carving of the great
masses reared above you, Marshall Pass, 10,800 fest abvove sea level
is the highest point orossed by the road, two and a half times high-
er than Ben Nevis and within 4000 feet of Mont Blanc, and this is
done in the luxury of a Pullman oar. Your two prinocipel engines
labour up the steep slope, winding eoross and across the face of the
mountain so that looking down you oan see far beneath you three or
four orossings of the track which you have come over. You pass
through some 20 snowsheds and enter cne upon the summit. The air
at this altitude is very rare and some pecple get sick or have a
buzzingz sound in the ears, Snow was lying sbout in the middls of
October but in no great guantities and was keen and breath eatohing.
You descend the other side by the foree of gravity along. One of
the engines s detauched and the other shut off steam except just
envugh to keep the brakes on. It is not a pleasant sensation as
you loc down tne side of the Pass on the sharp turns of the rail-
road to be doubled by your car uncder the influence of a force held
in check by a steam bLrake, Some day the brake will not answer and
the train will carry its freight by a short ocut on their last jour-

ney.
Salt Lake City would require a lecture all to itaself.

Ye spent just 24 hours in it but with the aid of a Cockney cocachman
who has lived here now 14 years we managed to see the oity fairly
well, to know the houses of the Bishopwives and to listen to some
quite funny, if not guite proper, stories. The nodern Zion is an
inviting place of residence situated on a gentle slope at one end
of the valley of the Jordun which 1s some 20 miles long and girdled
with splendid hills. The streets of the alty are of great width

with a row of trees along each side ana a stream of mountain water
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t0 keep the rovots moist. The houses are for the most part built
each on its own plece of ground and surrounded by trees and gardens.
Exocept those of the Chief Mormons and a few others they are of no
great size and the older adobe and wood~ built houses are not at-
tractive. But the abundant foliage in the oity, the wide open
avenues, the bdright dry atmosphere and the air of moderate comfort
about the place produce a not unattraotive pioture. The population
i#8 of ocourse mostly oomposed of Mormons, though Gentiles have in-
ereased largely within the past few years. They hate each other
very thoroughly and the opposing newspapers fight the battle. Poly-
gamy as an element in the Mormon faith seems to be dying. Only
the Bishops and a few other wealthy men afford the luxury of a
plurality of wives, As might be supposed the luxury has its draw-
backs; a domestio peace is maintained by the Bishops villa being
divided into seotions, esach section with its own front door. Where
the accommodation has been found insufficient or inconvenient plant-
ing separate houses widely apart has been resorted to. One of the
best houses in the city is ocoupied by the late Brigham Young's
favorite wife. She was his last and the youngest. Surprise is
expressed that no enterprising Gentlle has entered into his posses-
sions. Ao saw Brigham's eldest surviving widow, a plain, heavy,
rather poorly dressed old lady who was moving about in her section
of the old oottage harem. We also saw one of the Bishop's reported
to be the happy huaband of 1l wives. He was a venerable looking
sinner with his grey beard and blue goggles and looked a very weak-
ly subject to manage eleven.

The gzreat sights of the aity are of ocourse the Tabernacle
and the Temple, the fomer an oval shaped, squat dbuilding with a
doﬁolike roof resting on 40 to 50 piers and seated for 10,000 to
12,000 people. The length of the oval 18 250 feet and the acoustios
are so wonderful that you oan hear a pin drop on the floor from
the Oppﬁsito end of the building. The Tabernacle is a hugh square
pille of granite whioh has been in course of erection for many years
abd upon which cver 300,000,000 have already been expended.

22=




Z ]

The future of the Mormons is uncertain. The Government
have taken active measures against polygamy and four or five of
the too-muoh-married men are lyinz in jail their only offense being
thelr practical supportlor the systam. More recently a bill has
been submitted to Congress to permit the Goverament to seize the
church property, the mamagemant of which 1s entirely in the Bishops
hands, Nothing 1= known at present about the disposal of the
large revemues of the churoh but the managzers get very rich and
presumably it is the church whioch pays for the superfluous wives,
On the same terma I am not sure but polymamy would be popular iu
othar scountries. Sult Lake liea 15 miles away from tho city.
Sproial truins ecarry passensers there to spend the day and to dathe
in the lake., dms d14 not bathe but we heard the usual wonderful
sturies of the water's bouyancy. aftemus ¥ard's historical inci-
dent is still the nest, An esnterprising farmer drove in some 30
haud of fat steers and when he drew them cut they were found tc
be converted into prime pickle. beef.

The railway from Salt lLake City runs acrcss the desert
and thenoe over the 3ierras into California. de returmd?{nia
road but eoinz dest we traveled from Texas through Mexico old and
new, througsh the tearritory of arizona, and so antered califarnia
on its soutimrn side, then up the fertile valley of the State lying
between the sSierras on the right and a los ridge Oof mountains on

the asoast,




