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The CONDOMA, or STRIPED
ANTILOPE*,

T HE Marquis de Marigny, who never lofes
- an opportunity of encouraging arts and
fc(enc.cs, fhowed me in his cabinet t}i;e head of
an animal, which, at firft fight, I took to be
that of a large bubalus. It refembles the head
of our largeft flags. But, inftead of folid horns,
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idges. The lengeh of the animal s nine feet, and the heig i for.
d flender ; the legs are flender ; the face iy
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like thofe of the ftag, it had two large hollow
horns, with a ridge like thofe of the he-goat,
and a double flexion, like thofe of the antilopes.
In fearching the Royal Cabinet, I found two
horns which belonged to this animal. The firft
had been brought from the King’s wardrobe,
without any title or name. The fecond 1 had
from M. Baurhis, commiffary of the navy, un-
der the name of the Gondoma of the Cape of
Good Hopej; which name we have adopted,
becaufe the animal has not hitherto been de-
feribed or denominated.

From the length, thicknefs, and efpecially the
double flexion of the horns, the condoma makes
a near approach to the frepjiceros * of Caius,

* Strepficerotis cornua tam graphice defcripfic Plinius, at-
que lyris tam appofite comparavit, ut longiore verborum ambita
opus non fit. Ergo hoe tantum addam : Ea effe intus covay fed
Tonga pedes Romanos duos palmos tres, fi reto duftu metiaris :
Si flexo, pro natura cornuum, pedes tres integros. Crafla funt,
ubi capiti committuntur, digitos Romancs tres cum femiffe.
Deferibuntur in ambitu palniis Romanis duobus et dimidio, €0
re quodam nigrefeant, cam in imo

Jam inde @ primo ortu fenfim

Pendent, una cum

ipfo in loco. - In fammo, i
fafca magis et rugofa fint.
gracilefeunt, et tandem in acutum excunt.
er longitadinem dimidiata, libras feptem uncias tres
jes, que adhuc foperel junda coruibus, et frontis
us, loquuntur Strepfeeroten animal effe magnicadine
fere cerving, et pilo rufo adinftar cervini. Sed an nare et figura
corporis cervina fit, ex facie nihil habeo certi dicere, cum nares,
diuturns temporis ufa detrite fint, et facies eadem de caufa hinc

ra fit; conjiccres tamen ex €0 quod fup
ere ad cervum aut platycesotem; Caiusy afud Gg
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The figure, and even all the dimenfions of the
borns, are almoft perfe@ly the fame. From this
correfpondence in the fize and figure of the head
and horns, we may prefume that the condoma
and flreficeros of Caius are the fame animal,
efpecially when the following reflections are at:
tended to: 1. Caius, it is obvious, was deceived,
when he made this animal the frepficeros of
the ancients ; for the flreficeros of the ancients
is unqueftionably “the antilope, whofe head is
~ery different from that of the ftag. Now Caius
tells us, that the head of the firepficeros refem-
bled that of the ftag; and, thercfore, it could
not be the ftrepficeros of the ancients. 2. Caius’s
animal, like the condoma, had- thick horns,
above three fect long, covered with rugofities,
infiead of ringsor tubercles ; but the horns of the
firepficeros of the ancients, or antilope, are much
thinner and fhorter, having hoth 1ings and tu-
bercles. 3. Though the horns of the condoma in
the cabinet of the Marquis de Marigny, as well
as thofe which were brought from the King’s
wardrobe, had been polithed by friction, it is
eafy 1o peceive that they never had rings. This
fa& is farther demonftrated by the horn fent to
me by M. Baurhis, which had never been touch-
ed, and yet it had only rugofities like the he-
at, and no rings like the antilope. Now, Caius
eIf ells us, that the horns of i firepficeros
had rugofities onl,

Hence this firepficeros i
not
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not that of the ancients, but the animal we are
here treating of, which poffeffes all the charac-
ters which Caius attributes to his.

In examining the writings of travellers, we
have found nothing that approaches fo near to
the genuine idea of this apimal, which is fo
remarkable for its fize, and particularly the
largenels of its horns, as the quadruped men=
tioned by Kolbe under the denomination of the
'lmldgaal of the Cape of Good Hope. ¢ This

< goat, fays he, ¢ which has received no name
¢ from the Hottentots, and which I have called
¢ the awild-goat, is remarkable in many refpedls.
€ It is of the fize of a large flag; its head is
¢ very beautiful, and ador: nc(l with two {mooth
< horns, which are bended and pointed. They
¢ are three feet in length, and their extremities
¢ are two feet afunder.” Thefe charaters feem to
correfpond exa@ly with the animal under con-
fideration : But, having feen the head only, we
cannot be u”nﬂ) certain that the reft of Kolbe's
defeription * will apply to it with equal precifion.

Future obfervations alone can determine the truth
of what now appears to be extremely probable.
the front and slong the whole back, 25 fa as the wil,
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kind furround the
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