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BY THE TRANSLATOR.

Aturar HisToRry is the moft extenfive,

and perhaps the moft infiru@tive and en-
tertaining of all the fciences. It is the chief
fource from which human knowledge is de-
rived. To recommend the ftudy of it from mo-
tives of utility, were to affront the underftand-
ing of mankind. Its importance, accordingly,
in the arts of life, and in ftoring the mind with
Juft ideas of external objedts, 2s well as of their
relations to the human race, was carly perceiv-
ed by all nations in their progrefs from rude-
nefs to refinement.

But, notwithftanding the great advantages to
be derived from the knowledge of Nature, Ari
totle is the only ancient writer on ZooLoGY
who merits attention. Inftead of retailing fic-
tions, or facs founded upon ignorance and cre-
dulity, he inveftigated the relations and differ-
ences which conne@ and diftinguifh the various
tribes of animals. What had been only a chaos
of detached, uncertain, and often fabulous, nar-
rations and defcriptions, he reduced into a feien-
tific form, with a fuccefs fo amazing, that, to this

hour,
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