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IN APPREGIATION OF WILLIAE 
\ (BUFFALO BILL). 

'z 

I t  is now some generations since Josh. Billings, Ned 
Buntline, and Colonel Prentiss Ingraham, intimate friends 
of Colonel William F. Cody, used to forgather in the 
office of Francis S. Smith, then proprietor of the Nero 
IYoyk 1Yeekly. I t  was a dingy little office on Rose Street, 
We\v York, but the breath. of the great outdoors stirred 
there when these old-timers got together. As a result of 
these conversations, Colonel Ingraham and Ned Bunt- 
line began to write of the adventures of Buffalo Bill 

Copsricht. 1808 
$or Street & Smith. 

BY STREET & SBllTII 
Colollel Cody was born in Scott County, Iowa, Feb- 

ruary 26, 1846. Before he had reached his teens, his 
BuRalo 13111 to the Rescue 'father, Isaac Cody, with his mother and two sisters, 

migrated to Kansas, which at  that time,was little more 
e than a wilderness. 

When the elder Cody was killed shortly afterw; 
the Kansas "Border War," young Bill assumed thc 
cult r61e of family breadwinner. During 1860, anc - the outbreak of the Civil War, Cody lived the arduous 
fife of a pony-express rider. Cody volullteered his serv- 
ices as government scout and guide and served through- 
o ~ f i  the Civil War with Generals McNeil and A. J. 
Smith. He was a distinguished member of the Seventh 
~Kansas' Cavalry. 

During the Civil War, while ridibg through the r 
of St. Louis, Cody rescued a frightened school~irl 

- $ bantl of annoyers. In true ronlantic style, Cod 
Louisa Federci, the girl, were married March 6, 11 

In 1867 Cody was employed to furnish a spl 
an~oullt of buffalo meat to the construction men,at . - -  

(Printed in the Unitca states OL America) on the Kansas Pacific Railroad. I t  was in this period 
t l~; ) t  received the_ sol~r-iquet "Buffalo Bill." 

All rights reserved, including that of translation info foreign . Ill 1865 and for four years thereafter Colon~l Cody 
:anguages, including the Scandinavian. & 
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cu na sLiide in c ~ l l l , a ~ , l ~ ~  against the P h :  
Cheyenne Indians. 1t w ral Sheridan wh 
erred on Cody the honor F of scouts of tli 
nand. 

~ f t e r  completing a period 01 servlce in the Nebrask 
islature, Cody joined the Fifth Cavalry in 1876, an1 
s again appointed chief of scouts. 
Colonel Cody's fame had reached the East long be 

, and a great niany New Yorkers went out to see 
and join in his buffalo hunts, including such illell 
4ugust Belnlont, James Gordon Bennett, Anson 
er, and J. G. Heckscher. I n  entertaining these 
ors at Fort McPherson, Cody was accustonled t 
nge wild-West exhibitions. In  return his friend 
ed him to visit New York. I t  was upon seeing hi 
play in the n~etropolis that Cody conceived the ide 
~ i n g  into the show business. 
ssisted by Ned Buntline, novelist, and Colonel Ir  
am, he started his "Wild West" -how, which late 
loped and expanded into "A Congress of the Rough 
:s of the World," first presented at Omaha, Ne 
ka. In time i t  became a familiar yearly entertail: 
t in the great cities of this country and Europf 
~y famous personages attended the performances, an 
nle his warm friends, including Mr. Gladstone, th 
quis of Lorne, King Edward, Queen Victoria, an 
Prince of M'ales, now King of England. 
t the outbreak of the Sioux, in ~ S g o  and 1891, 
me1 Cody served at  the head of the Nebraska Na- 
il Guard. In  1895 Cody took up the developillent 
,Vyoming Valley by introducing irrigation. Not long 
rward he became judge advocate gener: 
~ming National Guard. 
olonel Cody (Buffalo Bill) died in Denver, 

danuary 10, 1917. His legacy to a grateful wurlu wd 
a large share in the development of the West, and 
~nultitude of achievements in horsemanship, marksmar 
ship, and endurance that will live for ages. His lif 
-=r;11 continue to be a leading example of. t,lle manlines! 

.age, and devotion to duty that belon@d to a pic 
sque phase of American life now passed, like the grea 
iot whose career it typified, into the Great Beyonc 
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6 Buffalo Bill's Peril. 

servation as much as was possible, thinking that ht 
was bundled up to avoid exposure. 

I-Ie was ascending at a walk the slope of a dividt 
near the fork which leads toward the still unpreten. 
tious hamlet of Parrott, when a double report suddenl~ 
disturbed the sileilce, and a couple of balls whistlec 
past in such close proximity to his head as to show tha 
they were intended to kill. 

Unslinging his rifle, he spurred his horse promptly 
in the direction from xvhich the missiles had cane, 
just as two men sprang from the covert of rocks and 
bushes beside the trail, making strenuous efforts tc 
escape. In their desperate haste, the one nearest thc 
scotlt caught his trigger in a bush, and the remainin{ 
barrel of his rifle was discharged, the ball passin! 
conlpletely through the body of his associate, who fel 
headlong, death stricken. 

Wit11 a yell of horror the author of this fatalit: 
darted to one of two horses in waiting. gained his sad 
dle at a bound, and dashed away at a furious gal lo^ 

Buffalo Bill follo~ved him far enough to see hin 
turn into a dense pine grove where a dozen men, i 
all sorts of worn ancl wild raiment, ancl armed lik 
outlaws, were seated around a fire, in the act of eat 
ing a supper consisting principally of game, and the 
he drew his horse to a walk and faced about', retracin 
his steps to the scene of the shooting. 

L I \Ire-we knew you were coming, Cody," gaspe 
the fqlen assassin.' "Our orders froin the cap'n- 
were to kill youl" army, 

Peril Buffalo Y1ll A 

where n 

my ?" 
id  re- 

ot the 
4 - 

6'Who are 'we1?" asked the scout. , ,  
"The Ravagers ! Beware- 
A gasp, and the man was dead. 
"So, this is my first encounter with the ene 

muttered the scout, as he returned to the trail ar.- - - 

sunled his journey. "BLI~ how is it that these men are 
aware of my cuming? I have spoken of my inten- 
tion only to Colonel Nayler and Ben Letts. Ben, I 
am sure, has said nothing. The news must have come 
from some one very near the coloncl, and who stands 
high in his confidence. I must keep my eyes onen 
foi- that traitor!" 

H e  looked back at the pine grove, 
least sign ofplife and movement was apparent, ana a 
smile curled his lips. 

"They're well posted," he added. "They know what 
sort of horse I'm accustomed to ride, and realize that 
it would be a fool's game to pursue me.", 

H e  walked his horse another minute, looking back, 
as if to tempt the enemy to pursue him, that he might 
see more of them; then he chirped to his steed and 
left the scene of his narrow escape af an easy gallfp. 

Holding steadily to his course, with no other delay 
than that caused by easing his horse up and down the 
many sharp crests on this ro~ite, the scout at  length 
reached his destination, just as the first shadnwc of 
the coming night began to descend around hi 

Fort Harris, at first a mere post of the 
with a permanent mixed garrison of two or, 

comnanies, infantry and cavalry, is now both 

-..- - 

m. 
regular 
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10 Buffalo Bill's Peril. - 

Buffalo Bill's Peril. I I him. His time-expired last month, to Ile sure, but I 
continues to stay on, and says hc espects tliere'll so( was just coming to light, and out of the back door7 
be a deliland for his services, as in the days \\lien 1 into the large open area at the-rear of the house. 
and you scouted togctlier. In fact, it's partly owing "Here, co~poraI of the guard!" he shouted, address- 
Ben's advice and entreaty that I've taken the liberty ( illg the nolicommissioned officer in charge of the re- 
asking you to come to our assistance. I-Ic has lotl: lief, lvlio stood near a fire in front of the guard- 

C ings outside in tlie-village, but he's here almost eve) was about six rods from the h o u s ~  
day, and is probably here no\v---" dlarge of this 

"Then I wish you'd send for him, colonel," inte '&yes, Colonel,'' resl)oiided the corporal, ,advancing 
n~pted Cody, in a whisper, "and let him take the pla ~roiiiptly to meet Finklestone, who was being  usl lied 
of the sneaking scounclrel who is listening at yond toward him with a speed corresponding to the colone~'s 
door !" wrath and excitement. 

6-6 What ! you think-" "And also take notice that he is reduced 

"Look and see!" !" colltinued the comniatidant, thrusting trlc uls- 

graced orderly wit11 a final twist of the ear into the 
Gaining his feet in silence. Colonel Nayler cross< 

cL1~tody of the corporal. "PLI~ liim in the guard- 
the floor in three or four strides, with the stealthine house, and detail a file to staird guard over- him with 
of a tiger, and drew open the door in cluestio loaded rifles and fixed bayonets until I can fin 
abr~lptly. Sure etiough, his favoritc orderly, the ny: to come and put him in irons." 
who had received the scout's horse, had beell listenil "I will, colonel-" 
at the keyhole, and now found IiimseIf surprised "AIld also send Ben Letts to me !" 
such a position and attitude that his guilt was only tc "sorry, colonel," replied the corporal, "but Ben 

Letts has not been here to-day-" 
"Ah, here you are, Finklestone !" cried the corn- "Then send three men to hunt him up, and bring 

malidant, in rage and disgust, taking him by ear. 
66 

him to me, Dimmick, the moment he is found." 
Tho~~gl l t  Y O L I ' ~  listen to what we'd lla\re to say, (1' ' " ~ 1 1  colonel," rejoined Dimmick. "1'11 at- 
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"The soulless reprobate! And to think that I have 

! 
0 

/ 

.house7 
"Take 

to the 
L- -1:- 

.d time 

oner to 
A- I-:" 



- 

Buff: 's Peril. 13 

"anrl i f  1'11~ lluL ylr;aLlv mistaken he'll remain 

> 
CCL I l C l C  \ \ l L l l  111y 

1 

agt 
the 
COLlrsc-ar moment you nanc~et~ 111111 Over to ~1 

t help remarking -that th 
>ent are his friends. 1 b 

Ll!ct have firetl upon you. colonel, if he llau cal 

lry dark s t e d  by 

ons, and j himsel' 
all tliis time our supper is gerIll1g culd, Cody 

tunately 1 have reserved t60 good all apl 
hope of having you here-to allolv . ally .. 
3udd Finklestonc rfere wi ' 
The same here, c avowed 

usual hearty che ;, and in 
tlernen- I 
efore thc 

o r  some time Co 

1ffalo B 

0111 the I 

Br 

ised that man frl 

1.10 Bill 

- L  -..nn+ 

all 
an 
to 

the grs 
d the COI 

get trac 

live mor 
lit resutx 
11 so SOO' 

iths. B, 
led his sc 
11 ?" 

,xe, Cot1 
v came 1 

-..- - 
em until 
ial." 
*CFqlrr Ri 

efore a ( 3d court. 

.., mart 
a. .uralv -111 remallleu s i l e ~ l ~  a I C W  I I ~ ~ ~ , , ~ ~ ~ S ,  wltl' 

p th6ught, and tl 
another. reason, 

Lu Ildtice that fello\v. 

"I noticed him wlien he tool< my horse,' 
: scout. "He seemed to have a bat1 i 
ne strange excitement of that moment, anu I reac 

del :rest in 
atit \vatchfu 
belongs to my traue C I I C L  tile .,.... .\'I10 is 11 

"1'11 tell I!. tlo you ask ?" 
"Becaust ,f friends in thi 
ioever h t  I L I ~ ~  I, [red Buffalo Bill. 111s \ u 

led 
der 
lily 

leu said : 
colonel, 

T arril 

~r.of dee 
rhere's I 

'ace, ina 
3 T 

was sc 
... : 1 1 ,  ,,,, 

tectetl tl? 
d presenc 

iat he 11; 

:e. A qi 
. . 

as a sin 
!lick ear .. , .. 

ister intc 
and the 
t roc1- 1 

illy arri 
Iness ~ 1 1  

e ?" 

ual 
ich 

- -.-. 

. ( I 1 1 1  0 

ers on 11 
tlier terl 
iy way f 

IIS, I hac 
'romDDu. 

I on edge 
dventure 
- 1 7 7  

:," and 11 
: with th 

le smiled 
e Ravag 

er. 11'1 
plenty ( 

e." tlecla 

rang 
A 

cons 
, , 

'0 ! 

nd with 
you Iat 
: he has 
.. ..-..,.. I. 

this he 
1 of his 
- L L -  -. 

on, 
ice 

ternatior 
L 1 -  
ins now rrlr Z ~ ~ L I U  clLt2~t10~l IS. xx'1w-e is the 

?" conti1 
nished I; 

ain sink 
: rear h2 

..A 

ing to : 
(1 I-11~ i tli 

1 ~vhispt 
out all03 
- .  

was loo 
,self to i . - 

king frc 
"1 

leak 
astoi 

- . 

. . . A-- 
at a gl: 
me arr 

. --- - Q 

~ u e d  the 
iinklesto. 

SCOLI~. 

ne was . I - -  ..-.. 

''I- salv 
to see 
.,..,A m e  . be seen, 

. -. 
in- ~ ... 

ck, and ( 
the sold .. a 

A'. 

ity 

ley 
I d  

safei 
'spdl 
lain ' 

.,,L.L. A .  

trous vil :auld no 
iers prez , - .  

man i-s : 
. - 

1 treacht ,as easy. 

.. ., 
for 
the 

1 

T 
sunc 
victi 

Ice. TI. 
he Rav 

1Tn..ln, 

le tlioug 
agers !" 
-....--..-. 

k n i e  tl 

..L- -< 

his gut 
E and sa' ... .-. -- 

s t ' s  con 
id : 

. probler 
I then ht 

:laration: 
'Be that 

dec 
' 

lded the . . : scout, , .  . 
W V  

Otl 
son 
L-9 

weu to 
I the slir 
ave 110 17 

: to inte 
olonel," 
erfulnes! 

th It." 
Buff a10 
, anothe~ 

~erwise  1 
lie of his 
- - -.1-- 

he may give yot 
:es. I h,  
I .  

rescued 
I in sayi. 

Bill, w ~ t  
i lllonler 

- best attention t 

1 associal 
s a scnelnlng ancl aangerous man-yes, a traitor 

him in soon as we are done su 
led Colo er ,  wit11 it~voluntary ster 

the 
the 

F 

two gen 
repast bi 

vere giv 
?m. 
lone1 N: 

'1'11 put 
1 7  , returr 

irons as 
nel Nay1 lent. as i 



= 4 

pai 

per; 
earl 

too soot 
's talk a! 
,.- ., A"- 

- tne ! 
( ( 7  

outr - .  

fugi 
she1 

II  

f rot 
I 6  

HAPTE 1R II. 

I 

--- 
Buffalo Bill's Peril. 

nfully preoccupied ~vith the scout's suggestion u 

the presence of Ravagers within the fort, and es 
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I fifteen miles yet noi anc I Colonel Nayler. "I h a  )U 
of the Rav; :o their strong detachments again and again to  hu i 1 

IS, and h n the field in per placc 

'And wit results, colonel ?" "I 
' I ihy ,  \ anv results wha~rvrr ,  u ~ ~ l e r ,  rnal day ? 
se of a negative ( -," aftirmed the colonel, his "Budd ? 

111s contracting. :ry case the enemy seemec tlamecl Jack 
ness-and cli Se as well posteu as o~irsel\~es in regard to all 1.r~ 

.e doing. nd waited, keCpi 411, inclel 
way. lte smile 

hed horn I They were so well-lntormed, in fact," Ilr; uuucu 
the ravages uncter a I. . at I believe some traitor in our nlidst mu5 e- 

"But what are tl 1 drivinj I. led all our plans to  them." 
"\vliat is their ultilnare purpose?" 

That is indeed probable," affirmed the scour, n' 
First, to thout work, or at the expenst. u 

j turning involuntarily in the direction Buc 
TS," rer L colonel. "Second, to terroriz klestone had gone. "But do the Ravagers see 

a,, and ranchers and drive them out of tllj 
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part of the State, so that they can have it to the r  
j with the coinmunity ?" 

sel\ies. I may add that they do not kill untlecessaril! 
Well, yes," answered Colonel Nayler. "They see o r  \\,hen t,l,ey are not resisted. B U ~  ~ o e  to any on 
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"Has any of thei been done in th:s tlty is in a panic. Take the ca' lice King, 
nity ?" he asked. 
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Little mc said until the two had finished their 
--2per and ngnrecl cigars. 
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30 Concerning Finklestone's Identity. Concerning Finklestone's  Identity. 3 1 

into ymlr character and acts," replied the scout will do well to remember that you are an enlisted man 
s~lch is the nature of the attentions we now p and that I am your commanding officer 1'' 
to give you. It's not nlereIy becatlse you hav, I;inl<lestone stlapped his fingers cotltemptuously. 
caught at  eavesdropping once that we have e "TlIat's what I care for 'your commandillg officer' 1" 
upon this inquiry, but also because $ou have pro1 he muttered. 
been playing this game for months. It's not mc "In the second place," pursued the colonel, who 

that yo11 are false in one particular, but also that ,,, seemed itlclined to overlook the insolence of his Pris- 
are probably false in all. In a \vord, you are accused oner for the sake of the information he was seekillg, 

of something more serious thalT eavesdropping, "1ve desire to know rcbo YOU really are, and what was 
Colonel Nayler will now proceed to show the nalne you wore before you appeared at this fort, 

"Yes, Finklestone," added the colonel, a* and what is the real nlotive of your presellce?" 

an object of the gravest and most damaging susp "oh,  you do?'' sneered Finklestone, continuing t.o 

T o  begin witI1, I must frankly say that Mr. glare at llis questioners, ~vhile his face flushed hotly. 

thinks very badly of yo~f." "Yes, \?re svish to  know if you and the lnen who 
callle llere with you are Ravagers," pursufd the ~010- 

"Well, I don't care what he thinks about me ne=. "\hie want to know if you are 'Whoop-pee' and 
plied the man, glaring at  the scout, "no more th, 'Bad Medicine,' and if your career at this fort  is a 
care what you think about me. Colonel Nayler. mere episode of a different and larger career you have 
you want war, you call have it, both of you !" - 

' lived are living elsewhere. MTe v\&h to kllow if 
"Have a care!" warned the commandant stel yoLlr presence here is n~erely a hand in a daring and 

"tvhatever indulgence I may be inclined to show fiendisll game you are playing. Vie ~van t  to know if 
017 my olvll account, you will not 1)e permitted to il 

you been a spy and a sneak ever since the first 
my guest wit11 impunity." hour of your arrival, and a traitor from the m0mellt 

The prisoner remained silent a few mo~nents, 1, I made you a corporal-" 
ill8 allgrily at his questioners and sl~arply expl- "1s that all, colonel ?" sneered the prisoner. 
his surroundings. n ~ l l  a- word," finished the commandant, "we want 

"lvhat do Yo11 want of me, anyhow ?" the to lcIlbw if you are the head and froilt of all t110se 
manded. "Of what am I accused ?" criIlles and outrages which have disturbed the peace 

"In the first place," returned tbe colonel, ':I req of so~lth~vestern Colorado during the last eighteen 

of You a civil tongue and respectful deportment. . rnol~tl~s." 

1 U l I I l ~  
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34 H o w  the  Interview Ended. 

me. -Having t l ~ u s  stated my'position, I beg to ; 
that I've nothing more to say to either of you on ; 
subject whatever." -. 

"But how easy, i f  you are really BLIC~?~ Finklestc 
and a son of Sir Hornby Finklestone," suggested Cc 
nel Nayler-"how easy to disprove all the accusatic 
I Iiave adva?cecl against you." 

"But do they need any tlisproval?" retorted the psis 
oner, ~vitli another bitter sneer. "Have you produce! 
a particle of proof to connect me in any way, with tll 
Ravagers ?" 

"JVell, no," admitted the colollel. "But we ha~r, 
merely entered upon our inquiry-" 

In 
for 
fer~  

not 
%lit 

- - 
"Oh, tlie deuce take your illq~~ir_l: and you with it I' 

said Finklestone. "I expect my father here from on1 
-day to another," and a strange glean1 appeared in ' ' 
eyes, "and it is needle'ss to add that his arrival v 
soon niake trouble for  you and your bison acquai~ 
ance." 

The repetition of this claini of aristocratic connc 
tions annoyed Colonel Nailer consiclerably, inasmu 

he did not take the slightest stock in it. 
'Wlien your distinguished father appears, theri," 
,lared, "a new order of things shall he inaugurate 
the meantime, however, a diet of bread and wat 
a few days may induce you to see things in a (1 

ent light, even if it does not incline you to ma 
full canfession of your crimes and impostures. 

, we'll try what virtue there is in a ball and chai 
h handcuffs." 

I .. 
if- 
lie f 

. - - - 

How the Interview Ended. 3 5 

111 as you 
d -. 

y wish 
I your 

may try \vhat yoo please, colonel," responded 
Fillklestone, with Mazing eyes, "and I have no doubt 
you'll be just about as st~ccessful therein as you have 
been in  your campaigns against the Ravagers! In the 

lneantime, and untibI get a chance to give your ears 
such a tlvist as you've given mine, I take pleasure in 
tendering you the assurance of my heartiest contempt 
. h l  defiance !" 

The colonel sprang to his feet with the air of a 
inan whose patielice was becoming exhausted. 

"You must see, Finklestone," said Buffalo Bill, 
aszing and taking the commandant by the ann,  "that 
such conduct a*this can oilly do you great llarrn. You 
should hasten to Lnswer our questions unless yo 
us to put the worst possible co~lstruction upot 
refusal." 

"011, you go IVest, youtig man, and gro\ir up with 
tlie buffaloes!" returned the prisoner, with scornful itn- 
patience. "I don't want you to say another word to 
me !" 

As was riatural enough, tlie corn~nanclant ha 
reached the end of his patience. 

"Corporal of tlie guard!'' he shouted, turning his 
face toward the door. 

Dimmiclz lost no time in making his appearance, with 
his squad at his heels. 

"Have you that gag and that pair of handcuffs, cor- 
poral?" asked tlie colonel. 

The corporal produced them. 
I, "And you lilay put thein in use as soc 
k --- 5 i/- ->- 

~d now 

please, 
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"\Vliat! in this darkness ?" querietl the commallchnl realize that he has more friends within these walls than 

1 11a'vc." with a glancc at the lo~vering heavens. 
"Are goitig to pursue him, ~010llel ?" 

"\lTe might at least malce an effort to catch hilm 
(.Nor to-nigllt. The t r i th  is," added the offiier bit- 

colonel," ventured tlie Corporal. 
terly, "1 doll't laom ecrIlo to send. T O  judge by what 

The cornmantlarit slniletl ha l f - c~~ l i ca l l~ .  l j v e  just seen, one-half of niy Inen n o ~ i l d  sooner send 
"ilThen you get to be a colonel, my son," he said that mall 011 his \\lay than detain hiin!" 

yo~l'll never order your men to makc any effort ''Tllen the first step would seen1 to be, colonel," SUg- 
which have 110 reasonable chance of success. Of  wlla gested Buffalo Bill, "to separate the 'slieel~' f the 
use would it be to worry and weaken this garrison i l  or, in other tenns. the friends of  Colonel Nay- 
hunting for  that man at such a mon1ent? TO fillcl ; ler froin those of Budd Finltlestone, and the sooner 
needle in a haystack would be an easy task in compari such a step is taken the better." 

l l ~ t ' s  a matter I \\liIC have attended to this very 
Dilnmick ~ealizecl that he hacl allo\\re(~ his zeal tc lrigllt,n tile commandant. "I'll have Dilllmick, 

outrun his discretion, ancl was proceeding to stalllmer and others in w l i o ~ i ~  I have coriiplete confidence, make 
his excuses,  lien the colonel waved hi111 to hiS post a report to of all the rnen in the garrison who are 
and turned and retraced his steps into the house, c l ~  likely to be Ravagers, as of all those who have evi- 
sing and locking the door behitit1 him. dently bee11 demoralized by these reprobates. The 

"you are right, Cody," he said, the moment he en- basis of this list is, of course, to be had readily in the 

countered the scout, who had retreated to tlie parlor, record of those who canie here wit11 Finklestone. Until 
such a separation of the 'sheep' fro111 the 'goats,' Cocly, to al'oid the curious glances nrhich had turned to the 

broken window. "That fellow plenty of f1-iell& has beell made, as you have suggested, I think it wo~lld 
be an act of folly to  make a detail to go .in quest of here! More than half of  the Inen I saw out there are 

' glad of his escape. \Vhy is it ?", the escaped prisoner. Don't .you ?" 

I t  call llardly be because of his aristocratic father, "I do, indeed, colonel!" 

some quality peculiar to himself." which were blended the clatter of rapid IIOO~S, the 
shouts of sentries, the cries of a fugitive for assistance, "Evidel~tly," asselltd the colonel, ('but itYs awkward 

to have such a Inan On my hands, and then SLlddeolj -- -L 
I - 
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the prime of life, and with an * aspect that would have 

struclc a traveled observer at sight as being unmic- be had in regard to the condition the 

takably English. 'I'his view was sustained by his plel ,=trmger was accepted by the colllmandant as fin; 

tiful flaxen hair and florid complesion, as also by 11 q u t  is he ?" asked the doctor, when tile se 
< L 1nutt011-chop" mhislcers and his dress, mllicll was st! of relief he bad ordered bad been d ~ l l ~  t ! I 
lish, elegant, and quiet. 4lwe llavenYt the least idea, doctor," replied the cola- 11'1 

The garrison doctor was quickly sunln~otled, an " ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ~ l y  he may have a card o r  a letter Van ir 
U o i - ~ n  \\-as sent to find the horse and take , hiln that will answer yofir question- In any you 

1 

had better take charge of any docdrnents and valuables ,' 1 of it. , 1 ,  / I  I 

1 he may have, including his \ ~ a t c h  and PLIrse, Until I see no fracture," was the report of tile p1lgrsiciaIl, , . 
1 I ,  

i, al~.;r a careful esamination, ant1 the removal o f  sollle ; is i condition to take care of then1 himself." 
$6. doctor conlplied with the s~lggestion, bu ' , 1 1 ' 1 1  stains fro111 the nostrils and templts. "He has been 1 

11 ' 1  st~lnned and.sliaken up, hut I think Ileqll be all rigllt.in I not gone far  in his investigations before he en( !I ,111 

an 110~1r. l\'e'll lay him on the bed and give L 
ered several copies of an address-card which redu ' I '  

O I; 

hi111 a dose, besitles getting his feet illto hot n~ater  to i follows : "Sir I-Iorllby ~itTklestone, The Grove, 
ahester Road, Southport, Lancashire, England." :I li 

dra\lr the blood away from his head ancl keep it in 
nlotion. Leave him to Dinlmick and me, colonel, as ji ';j I see you have company and are busy. 1s the lnan i 

I heard coming in such a hurry ?" 
Colonel Nayler bo~ved. -I 
"But what sort of a cro~\-d was tll ling him? 

Ravagers ?" 
"Evidefltly," ans\vered the colonel. ''At least, sucl 

is the opinion of MS. Cody, to whom I take pleasure 
in introducing you, Doctor Pawlettan 

The informal introduction lvas duly acltnolvledged 
the tn.0 gentlemen shaking hands and exchanging ; 

few words in regard to the situation. 
Doctor Pawlett had grown gray in handling alt sort! 
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il. 
:veral 
aken. 

.t had 
:ount- 

Man- 



a10 Bil: 

ared to  

sguise. 

in the 1 

Buff 

lour tlia sho~ild have decl; 
expected tlie baronet !" 

"It is indeed a puzzle, 
who had been endeavoring ru L a K  

1 :tion from his general, "and it' 

t luse I read here that 'the baron 

C V ~ I I I I I ~  way to look up his only son and heir, 
is in som What can it n~ 

"Certa Ir disgraced ord 
the son of t h ~ s  gentleman," declared Buffalo ~111, 

" return 
-. L- & - I -  

lant, 
f tlie 

ed the c 
e in tlie 

:ommatic 
sense 0: 

b l  

BUFFALO 

- .  . 

L\ v . 
V DISGUI 

etter of 
:lie more 
.AH...- ., 

introcluc 
so beca 

s all 
et is 
who 

I BILL I1 

No 
cover 
with 
. . 

face of the dis- 
ler was provided 
ocuments, inclu- 

dlng ; iction to Colonel Nayler fro111 his 
comrr ~vhich sliowecl unmistakably that , 
he I\-, ell-lcno\~t~ English baronet, Sir : 
Hornby Finklestone. 

And not only did ill his 1 111 thou- 
sands of  dollars in reaay cash, but lettc,, u L  ,ledit and 
bills c lent bankers in London, 
in the )r  tens of  thousands ad- 
dition 

Thc and Buffalo Bill coulcl nc ~ c l ~ a l ~ g -  
ing gl astonishment. 

6< 
- ThL .II,II a identitv is certainly auth ....... .leclared , the scc a nian of the hest char- 

acter ~ft-qooted authority on 1 
varioua I I J U L I ~ [ ~ I ~ I  questtons and disco--@ A dis- ' 

nglisli gc +on1 I , 
mnier 11; I nlm In connection with l l l c  g ~ ~ ~ l ~ ) g ~ ~ c ~ ~  s ~ r a t a  of 

fic suhic . ~ t  Ilow 
our dis orderly 

:auld lor 
;ucceetle8 
number 

~g subsis 
d. The 
of paper 

t it1 the 
newcon- 

-s ant1 tl 

rouble.' 

that yo1 

ean ?" 
erly is r 

n ! i i  

e great t 
inly liot 
* - .  

ies that I 

a great 
eally 
in a 

1 letter o 
landing 1 
as reall! 

f introd1 
:eneral. 
. the nr 

- 
arnest cc 

then.?" 
tone of e 

"What 

he have 
"It can only mean that this rascal has 

prisoned the real son, as  a prelinliiiary 
querade he has been having. Your recet 
1 Ffect seems to me very reasonable. Mior 
I ~ i t e  in keeping with urliat we know o r  su 
or liuaa Finklestone that he should be holding 

killed or 
to tlie 

~t sugge 

- i 111- 

mas- 
stion 

~f exchar 
name o 

al. 

lge froti 
f Sir Hc 

i protnir 
)rnl~y, fc 

to this ej 
not be q~ 

P n .. 
1lc1 it 
spect 
; Sir  

: colonel 
ances of 
In m".-'- 

s the 011' 
9 '  - 

ly conjec 
- ' 1  1 1 . .  - 

o far  
catlie 

nd reasc 
- - .- - L l - -  as \\-e lie gone, satu rne culunel, as ~ I I U L L I ~ I  P I U ~ I I  I 

L injured and LIII ~t all 
m s  in such a n- nlust 

wait until .Sir Hornby has recoverea nts senses, gild 

I~l t .  "I? 
and star 

," :--la--* 

s 

et. "EL 
j. IVe 

ore, he's 
nd an c 

. . 

from the 
speculatic 

.. . 

~conscio~; 
latter a r  

tinguir 
acted 
about 

\ L L  1LJ. 

for w 
?at deal 
--:--1 - L  

;liecl par ty of  EI 
last su 

he'll tell 

"But s 
~ 1 - 2  ... - 

11s all a111 ~ u t  it." 

colonel,' as  scout 
1 :  - ~1 a grc 

el., 
~ee here, 

1 < I T  

~p Doctc rt, at 
.-. - t 

CIIIS 1no111en1, 1 cannot consent to be tlie ucposirui 
all these moneys and. valuables, I for  so 
a pcriod as evidently intervenes 1 the barc 

-. - 

the RI  
strang 

oclcies a, 
e t.hat st 

~ t s .  Bi 
graced 

lot even 
~ e t ~ v e e n  



\ 

-- 
- - - Buffalo Bill in Disguise. - 
Bufialo Bill in Disguise. 

,icious in the perforlnance. I t  \\ill be well if you can 
insensibibty and the return of his senses. y o u  lnusr 

noye al,o~lt bJt the taslc is cliffic~llt, as Budd 
take charge of them." 

"All right, doctor," returned the commandant. "Get 
t T.,. . , , 

,as, of course, announced to all the Ravagers burrow- 
llg llel-e that you mere expected. You will, of COLlrse, 

,e yo~ l r  guard constantly against s~lrpl-ises at- i I 

nc~cs of eyery linture. YOLI will take your rifle .and 1 i d1  
]at L~llder the cloak, I sL1pllnse ?" 0 

u ~ y  rifle ollly, colonel," \\-as the reply. "I have de- I 

bly be the connection of the disgraced orderly wit11 :iclecl to leave my hat and overcoat here till lily, re- I 
I, , 

nlovelnents of the baronet were continued for, several urn, and will wear Zellie's cloak and bonnet during 
, 

4 

lllill~ltes, as they gave their best attentions to the in- 
this absence. I xvill also borro~v a second cloak "ld 

&lest, but no satisfactory S ~ S L I ~ ~ S  were reached. 1 for Letts, sniL1g~lexhiln in here in * 
"Evidently we must depend upon the gentleman ]linl- 

disguise." 
self for  Our information," at length remarked Buffalo "Capital !" collimentetl Colonel Nayler. ''But J~~ 

Bill, "and as it ~vill probably be some little time before may need the co~~ntersiqn." lie added. ('or, if not, it 
\ he can speak, 1 think 1'11 leave you to look through will do you nopharnl to have it." 

the fort wit11 Y ~ L I S  officers, colonel, and put everything I-Ie gave it in a whisper, and then hastened to sum-' :- the best possible shape, \vhile I go and find Ben nloll arid i~lstruct Zellie. The <a?thful cook was de- 
ligllte(l to ]lave such a chance of being useful, and 

"But c(llt you find him, Cody ?" witllill a fe\v minutes, under her escort, the disguised ( 6  

Readily, colonel,' I have .no doubt, as I aln in ,re- I scout hacl passed cluietly out of the fort  and beyond 
c e i ~ t  of late advices from him. But I'd like to get out the gaze of any of its occupants. 
unseen. fire-ball has burned out, of course, but ";"itany thalllcs, Zellie," he said, receiving fron1 her 
-that's not enough. Is  ZelIie safe ?" a secolld cloak and bonnet she had p'rovided fo r  the 

"As our own selves, Cody." I (  
use of Bell Letts. "I'll wait here a momellt, to see I I 

"Then she can put one of her old cloaks and ban- that you get in safely." 
on me," suggested the scout, "and walk with me The molnetlt Zellie hacl withdrawn, the- scout 

as far  as the gate." 
strolled througl~ the village, 2 s  if desirous of making 

"E~cellent," Was the commandant's colnment. "She himself familiar with its f e a t w  
I U ~  ~vashwoman, who There was light etlough in t IUS store S, sa- 
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in any crowd ever .seen in the Rocky Mountarns, he ; "The rascals!" cried Ben. "But we'll make them 

being a man of the General Custer type--small, wiry, settle, Bill! , You've m a d e p p  your mind, of course, 1 

to wipe them out ?" 
I 

limber as lightning, and wit11 the eye o'f a Ilawlr. He 
had neither family nor relatives, ancl-his life hacl its "Naturally, and all tile more nasurd 

~ .. - -  "*. 
great desolations, but he had a faculty of being visible 
at the right time and in the right way, and had alrady 
been the associate of Buffalo Bill in a number of very I 

have chosen to begln the war, and to u 
important expeditions and missions, althougl~ hiwage dasta&ly fashion, tl 

was scarcely seven-ancl-twenty. or I shall. That Budd r lllklestone especially must ~e 

# 
I 

"I got your last letter and map at  Durango this hunted to his hole and the hole driven in on him"' . . . -.i. 9' ,. 1- 1 

noon, Ben," said Buffalo Bill' sitting down with .his 
rifle across his kiiees. "and reached the fort iust before 

1 

4t ' * 

$. ' , 

' I  

the preparations for rny reception, and I suppose Fin- Ben. "I pretendecl to be smitten ,with her, and have 

klestone sent ~vorcl to m e  of liis lieutenants to inter- 
$ cept me, as the easiest way of conjuring his danger." f come visitor, and fl: 

J--- .. 

J 

dark." . I a sister in the village, a Mrs. Goggin, and will doubt- 

"Then you've seen Colonel Nayler ?" less go to her hot~se." 

"Yes, and Budd Finklestone, too! Let- me tell you '(SO near the fort, Ben?" 
what has happened since I left the county seat.'' 

I 

"Oh, he don't care for the fort nor for  anybody 

. H e  hastened to do so, speaking briefly of the vari- in it," explained Ben Letts, "so conlpletely has he de- 
ous events we have recorded-his encounter ~vi th '  the moralized its defenders." 

lurking assassins at the fork of the roads, his arrijal, "But this sister, Ben?" queried Buffalo Bill, with in- 

the eavesdropping of Finklestone, the revelations of - knse interest. "Is the woman really his sister, do you 

the colonel, their intervia< \\,it11 the disgraced orderly, think ?" 
_and the Iatter's daring escape. "At least they both claim that relationship," replied 

\ 

"Thunder! Tha* uras like him !" was Ben's com- Ben, "and I must say that there is a decided family 
nieat. "But what a close call that was for you a t  the likeness between thc 

I k r k s !  How can the R a v a ~ e r s  11x4 pot wind nf vn~lr 
U - - a-- - -  J - - -  

expected arrival ?" 
"Oh, the cololiel told Finklestone. in congection with 

, 

- - - - . - . - . 

-'-- --lly because of 
that sort of conduct," assured Buttalo Bill, with a 
flashing eye and flushed ,chick. "Since the Ravagers 

- . .  egin it'in that 
hey'll either have to go to the wall, .. -. .. . ,, . , -  

"Oh, we can get lilm again, ~111, aeclarea Ben 
Letts, with joyous eagerness and excitement. "He has - 

' 7 em. 
"Then why couldn't we learn something through her 

"That's just what I've been trying to do," avowed 

r been hanging around her a great deal lately, as a wel- . 
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I didn't go to the fort to-day,, 

Bill, for  fear s ~ u l d  lay me out 
your arrival." 

"Is it as bad as that, ,,.. . 
"Bac ," was the re! 

"They' .s for a chance tl 
der Iile 

"The ~illains!" commentetl Buffalo Bill, tulder his 
breath, "Bat are they really 1)ad enough to kill you?" 

"IVky not, as nrell as waylay you? The Ravagers 
all kno~r; that 1 I are old friends, and that 
we've been in n ght place together. I've often 
talked of. \ ~ l i a t  we ve done. Tlieli, too, they know ' 

that I've sent f~ and that the colonel asked you 
to come in con! of riiy advice. They further 
know that you ,,a,L ,,me here to hunt them up and 
suppress theni. You'll see from these fen- suggestiolls . 
how terribly they tnust hate us. If we ever fall into 
their hands? Bill, they'll make short work of us!" 
. "ITe must take good care, then, to keep them at a 
distance," was the response. "Have you said anythmg 
to  Colonel Nayler about the presence of Ravagers at 
the fort ?' 

"No, Bill," replied Reti. "I ~uite ready. I 
wanted more facts and proofs. Besides, I thought 
best not to say anything on -that subject before your 
arrival. In  fact, I was afraid to say anything. I 
reasoned' that the villains might do soinetl~ing desperate 

If 1 stirred UP tlie colonel against them. TVhv, they 
.-f--- C 

/ 

L 
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off 
,.-4. 

might have killed the colonel, or carried 1 
' to one of their hiding-places, if I hadn't bccll pdL1 

and silent. They've been hanging around my lo 
ings in the village till I got tired of dodging them, z 

- 
that's why I've bought this place nit11 IIIY savings anu 
taken possession." 

"1t.s a nice little said Euffalo Bill, " b ~ t  it 

'seems exposed and unprotected." 
"Pity I didn't look at it in that light," returned Ben. 

"14y idea was that it \vould be retired and out of  the 
way, aiid my further idea was to be here a long time, 
and make the place our headquartms, before the Rav- 
agers ~vonld get track of us." 

"but-you have slipped up in tlsat project, haven't 
you ?" 

"Decidedly !" ack;lomledged Ben. "You saw how I 
was barricaded? The rascals have tracked. me here 
already, although I didn't move in till this mornilrg, 
aid abstained from even getting in %n old woman to 

, clean house for- me. In fact, I've been expecting a 
visit froin the Ravagers ever since dark. They're comn- 
i i ~ g  here to clean me out. and tliat's'why I haven't any 
fire, and why I die1 A crowld of them 
may be here, Bill, i ~ u i n ~ i t e  !" 

< , Illdeed? But wny snou~cl uley be in such a hurry 
to visit you ?" 

. "Oh, they evidently think they'll niake a p e a t  point 
by getting rid of me before you and I connect. They 

on't know that you have alreatly left the fort ?" 
"Certainly not." ' - Ylr A 
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for  a previous olvner of the premises, and the) scouts 
seated themselves upon it, in a fine positioil for watch- 
ing the intruders. 

<I  Light up; Ben, and let us in," called the man at the 
door, after susI;encling his lcnockinf and listening a : 
few moments. "11-e arc sonle of your old frienils oi ' 

Conlpany I:, ant1 have good news !or you. Lct us ' 

in !" 
R smile of contempt curled the lips of Ben Letts, 

' 

. and he stirred impatiently, his fingers toying \\.ith liis 

rifle. 
"The poor fool hardly comprel~encls how easy i t  

woultl he for  rile to step that way ancl drop him," Ile 
whispered. "I recognize him by his voice. He's Sam 
Gaddley, one of Finklestone's most intimate cronies, 
and one of the meanest reptiles I've ever encountered." 

The man at the door begran lcnoclcing again, Inore 
vigorously than before, and even made a fruitless 
attempt to break in. 

1L 

"Hey, there! Do  you hear, Ben Letts?" he cried, 
after ~vaiting in vain a second time for  an answer. "If 
you can't take a little notice of fair words. nfe'll try 
so~net l~ ing  else. Let us in, and be quick about it! 
Otherwise, nre'll pile a load of kindling against your 
shanty and roast you alive in it!" 1 

I Another interval of silence succeeded-a silence 
broken only by the slturrying of  dead leaves and the 
wailing of wild winds. 

"He may not be here," suddenly ventured 
the eight men. 

inc y 
at tl 
t i r r p  

After Ben Lett's Scalp. 

lub unde 
and wh: 

"He was here this afternoon," said anoth 
sillister visitors. "I saw him cutting and splittin 
wood just back of the house." 

"Silence, all_of you!" enjoined Sam Gaddley angril! 
"Do you think I want t o  set up a clebatbg-c :r 
the nose of Ben Letts  as to where Ile is , it 
he's doing?" 

"If he's not here, we can at  least clean out hi 
house," a third su~ggested. 

'?\Till you keep quiet ?" gro~vled S a n ~  Gaddley, wit 
ea$ng impatience. "Evidently I've started OL 

le head of a debating-club, o r  idiot asylum, to caI 
one of the most dangerous catamounts that evr. 

stood on two legs! Just dry up, nrill you, ancl I'll 
see i f  there's any way of getting into the llouse I" 

Sheltering hi~nself from the wind beside the door, 
he lighted a lantern he had brougl~t  with him, and 
entered upon a tour of the dwelling, taking careful 
note of everything ancl listening intently, 

you 
falc 

7 

, "Hey, bops!" h e  shonted, in joyous excitement, : 
the end of a few moments. "Corne here!" 

'Iis follo\vers promptly gathered a r o m ~ d  him at the 
r of the wooclshecl. 
Ben Letts Iias gone to the fort," he announced, 
ling his l a ~ ~ t e r n  up to the scrap of paper Ben had 
led to the door. "See what that says? 'If you 
here, Bill, before I return, walk right in and make . - 
rself comfortable.' Tha  ntended 
I Bill !" 
'he staten~ent was trc~e. I first ,at1 
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and truc. I'll give you fifty dollars if you make a 
complete success of the abduction. You had better aU 
show yourselves at once at the door, if tlie coast is 
clear, so that Mrs. Nayler will see at a glance that re- 
sistance is out of the question." 

"Of course, it will be well not to move too soon, or 
whilc thcrc's much stir in the village ?" 

"Of course, Sam. And once Mrs. Nayler is in your 
hancls, without noise or  pursuit, you may bring her to 
the,house of nly sister, Mrs. Goggin, taking good care 
that you are not seen to enter." B , 

"JVill you be there on our arrival?" 
"Yes, Sam. I'm going there to have a good sleep, 

as I've hardly closed my eyes for three nights past 
I believe you compreliend everything?" 

"Perfectly, cap'n." 
"Then take your boys and be off, remembering not 

to open your heat1 to them in anything louder than a 
whisper, and not even in that till you are at the scene 
of action. As you pass out. seid Dutt and the rest 
to me, hitching 111y liorse near thc cloor." 

In another minute Sam Gatltllcy and the men as- 
signed him were retracjng tlieir steps toward the vil- 
lage, while the other four hastened to join their leader 
in the'interior of tlie h o ~ ~ s e .  

(' I propose to leave the four of yoti here, Dutt," said 
Finlclcstonc, arising, ant1 atldressi~~g the man he re- 
garded as the leader of tlic little party remaining. 
"Ant1 what tlo I leave you here for, do you suppose?" 

i "LVliy, to capture or kill Ben Letts and Buffalo Bill 
k- - - 4. 

I '  when they come from tlie fort," answered Dutt Smi 
ley, \\'ith a savage twinkle in his eyes, and also wit 
the air of being pleased at being e n t ~ s t e d  with such 
all importa~lt task. 

"Yes, that's it," avowed Finklestone, "and I have no 
great choice as to \vhether it's kill or capture. You'll 

to be guided by circumstances. T O  kill will prob- 

ably be the surest and safest, but if you'cat~ capture 
the couple alive I'll gladly share a special present of a 
htmdred dollars between you." 

"Oh, we'll get them," declared Dutt Smiley, with 
eager mien. "We'll all xvatcli till midnight, and then 
it wili he two and two till morning," 

Budd Finklestone reflected intently a few moments, 
scanning his follo~vers, as if making an estimate of 
their several capacities. 

"Upon the ~vhole," he said, "you needn't make an 
effort to capture the scouts. Drop them suddenly the 
moment they gef within striking-distance. I will di-- 
vide two hundred dollars among you if you kill them 
both. Let's have no more-failures! Two such botches 
as I've had to-night are enough!" 

"You refer," returned Smiley, "to the failure of 
Tooker to kill Buffalo Bill and capture Sir Hornby 
Finklestone ?" 

"Yes, Dutt. Think of it!" and a fierce curse es- 
caped him. "Twelve af them posted at the forks, to  

~h tlie baronet and drop that meddling scout, and 
they let them both slip through their fingers! I -=- - ,  
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CHAPTER VII. 

A C L E V E R  C A P T U R E .  I 
I t  was with a gloomy aspect that Dutt S~lliley re. 

turned to his three associates. 
"How cold it's getting!" he growled, closing the 

door behind him. ' W e  sl~all have an early winter, 
What a pity, too, about that bottle of ~vl~isky!'' 

I 6  Yes, an everlasting shame !" groaned a man with 

a cold. "I needed soine !" 
"That cap'11's 'clean gone' 011 the subject of beiq 

pizened by somebody," la~nentecl another of the Rar 
agers. "He ~rrouldn't dare drink the milk of a cocoa. 
nut ! Holy artichokes !" 

6 (  Has  anything bit you, old Pororrs?" 

"Jest slneIl o' these tulnblers!" wailed the man tlius 

named. "The cap'n and Sam had a drop together, 
Sech whisky, too!" and lie clrainerl a teaspoonful Fin 
klestoile liad left. "This is too awfully awful!-to 
drink all they want ancl the11 s~nash  the bottle undcr 
such a flimsy pretest! llJ1iat an elongated ant1 ever- 
lasting hypocrite the cap'n is !" 

The tumblers were passecl around. in s o l e ~ ~ ~ i  COII. 

clave, with mutterings (lire a~lt l  dark. ~vhile the four - 
Kavagers grew faint \r.itIi the scent \\:hich reaclied 
them. - I 

I I \/\;ell, 1r.e can a t  least have a fir( 
i 4 4 

; and w 
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xLvLJ, ' at  1e11gth remarked D ~ l t t  Smiley, proceecling 
lo the fireplace. "Here is plenty of wood, with nice 
Idndingr- Holy Moses !" 

"What now, Dutt?" 
"A aliracle ! a perfect miracle !" announced Smiley, 

adrancinghhi~ lantern into the fireplace. "That bottle 
a .  

ill solile ashes and shavings--" 

"And isn't broken, Dutt ?" 
"oh, yes-it's broken, the 11ecli having l i t  the back 

of tile c~lill~ney," ezplaiiied Smiley : "hut the bottom is 
rouncl, and % st least a third of the whisky is left in it !" 

EXcla1i~ations of delight succeedecl, as the four nlen 
pmeeeded to divide the ~vIlisl<y into ecltial parts and 
swallo~v it. 

";\nd now fdr a slice of that illeat," said Smiley, 
taking a seat at the table and beginning to  carve the 
fine roast Ben liad provided against the arrival of liis 
clistinlrruislled friencl. "Some of you will have to find 

he had 
' .  

boxes aiid barrels to sit upon, but none of US 1~ 

to go hungry." 
The four were soon as busy as the rare SLVPlY 0 1  

gootl things before the111 co~ild mal<e them. 

"Just thh?lc. boys," resulnecl Smiley, when 
lielped his associates liberally, "it1 lvhat an ~ l l lcer~aln  
sort of \rorlrl we're living! Little did it occur to Ben 
Letts. as he turned this morsel before tlle blaze so 
2 

patiently. that it ~voold be eaten 11y the hated Rav- 
agers! IIa, ha!" 

1 All lauqlied heartily, ancl then Dutt stepped out- 
I \ 

- 

I I '-- 

F 
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"That's what he said, sir." 

guard. And you?" 

"She has a large circle of admirers, of course?" 
"A v e q  large one, Bill, and they come in all sorts 

scription she has received, but still you h 

few rods away and took a lorlg look at the dai-l< out- 
lines of his little dn.elling. 

scrimmage." 

portant news for her and must see her alone-'' 
''But she must k1101v YOU are an enemy of the Raw- 

and listen-'Po~vard the retired portion of the village in 
which stoocl the house of Mrs. Goggin. 

"Of CoLlrse we're taking an ~ a l - 1 ~  start," 

* 
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Ben Letts lool<etl as if he found hirnsJf on the borders 
of hall~icination. 

"Thunder! they're four of the Ravagers 1v11o \\.ere 
at iny house to kill me, Bill !" he annourlced hurriedly. 

- 
CH,\PTER VIII .  

"?'heir prisoner is. 
They've stolen her from the house of her sick irientl AN EXCITING ENCOUNTER. 
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An Exciting Encounter. 

called, \Gth joyous lnieil and voice, as he whacked his 
dull cattle vigorously. "We've taken one from four, 
and yet we have five remaining! See?" CHAPTER IX. 

And he pointed at his five hdpless prisoners with 
an air of boundless tritimpl~. A G L O R I O U S  T R I U M I  

How busy, in the meantime, had been Colonc 

Visiting tlte newly arrived refugees in the casepate 
assigned them, 11e had received full details of the raid 
at Cedar Crossing, and been amazed and startled for 
the fortieth tinle to learn how thoroughly the work 
of the Ravagers had been accomplished. 

Then. accompai~ied by Captain Greyson, his 
of the day-a tall, stern-looking, but kind-hearicu sul- 
dier, 1~110 was old in border life, although scarcely 
turned of thirty-he made a complete tour of the fort, 
a~id gave a thorough overhauling to the details for 
llle day, endeavoring to separate the "s 
"pats," as Buffalo Bill had suggested. 

Despite his severe cluestioning, however, no RQxrQ- 

ger was actually unearthed within the fort, and 
rect clue to the presence of one was obtained. 

best he could do, therefore, for the ~ ~ U ~ I A L ~ I L ,  
I reliebe from duty all, the men who had en- 
at the same time as Finklestone, and arrange 

w~th st~ndry trusted officers, noncornmissio~~d and 
otherwise, incl~~cling Dimnick, them carefully 
in view until further orders. 
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"No, sir. I expected an important change to-night , (lNot yet, colonel," pleaded the ~hysician, with a 

in the condition of the patient, and arrangccl to call tile dignity of his profession and his gray hairs, as he 

rather late in tllc evening. Mrs. Nayler did not answer laid his lland-restrainingly on thc coinllla~ldant's arm. 

111y guarded lwock, as I expected, and I entered un- ld\ve are not yet sure that anything is wrong about 

bidden. The patient was sleeping quietly, as I said, tile four men. Mrs. Nayler may be in no trouble ( 

but of Mrs. Nayler-not a trace!" daGger. But my patient, colonel-" . 

The commandant reeled, grasping at a'post of the "Well, what of your patient?" 

porch and trembling like a leaf, but I I ~  was to , 
"She will die, colonel--quickly! inevitabl, . . 

recover his habjtual self-control. least alarm !'l 
6 T She--she must have stepped to a neighborss for "And-and my wife knew this ?" 

some herb or  for some information or assistance," he "Certainly ! I warned he: !' 

said, catching at the first straw which presented itself "Oh, my God ! Then she is indeed lost!" cried t 
comnlandant. "Sweet, brave soul ! s h e  has sacrific 

"That was lny first idea," said Doctor \Vescott, herself that Mrs. Wayland might live! Oh, pityil 
Heaven ! I-" struggling to his feet, "but on at ,the nearest 

neighbor's, I learned that Mrs. Nayler had wall<ed He paused in wild amaze. 

away in company with four strange 11len!" The great gate had opened almost in silence, and 
11 F o u r - ~ t r a n g e - ~ ~ ~ e n  ?'" repeated Colonel Nay]er, illto the gap thus disclosed between the darkness with- 

while every trace of color Icft his face. "jVit]lout out and the gleanling of lights \vithin had advanced a 
yoke of oxen and a rude cart? and 'on this cart stood noise ? Without resistance ?" 

The physician bowed his head in silence. 
"But why ? and whither?" 
"Heaven only knows!" groaned doctor. "I Yes! they were Buffalo Bill and Ben Letts, and the 

searched quietly a few moments, and then thougl~t I - gracef~~lly swaying figure between them, with a hand 

had better come to you, coIol,el!" poiset1 on each, mas Mrs. Nayler ! The ~~rr imandant ,  

"011, man! why didn't you come sooner?" exclaimed seemed to pass from death to life at the sight. 

the commandant. "Some horrible plot is in progressl 
. "See ! see ! old friend !" he cried, clitlging to Doctor 

'escott for  support, and hardly able to maintain even Either Finklestone himself or some of his allies have 
I outnqrc1 composure. "Is it not a glorio~ls sight? seized nlY poor wife! But I'll send out a prompt alarm 

with bell and cannon !" - 
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doctor 

!ill and 

"hLrs. Goggin!" echoed her husband and the 
in chorus. 

"Yes. And there I was found by Buffalo E 
Ben Letts." I . - 

"But what were they doing there?" asked Doctor 
Wescott. 

"They had come tliere to seize Budd Fink1 , 

who is Mrs. Goggin's brother, and who was as 
her house," explained Mrs. Nayler. 

"And they succeeded ?" 
1 "We had that honor, colonel," responded I 
Bill, who had quietly removed the gags frc 
mouths of his prisoners. "And here he is!" 

Until now the object of these remarks had k 
face averted from the light streaming upon hi, 
the colonel had not even suspected his identi 
more especially- as the sides of the cart cast a 
shadow upon all of its occupants. 

"Of course you're pleased to se6' me again, c 

e 
after what has occurred?" remarked the siniste 
ter, with a deprecating voice and manner, 

"I shall have something serious to say to you' later, 
Finklestone," returned the commandant, with scornful 
severity. "For the present I am more intere~t-A ;- 
your associates than in you. Who and what ari 
men, Mr. Cody?" 

"Ben Letts ban answer this question better uldll = 
can," replied the scout. "It seems that two of them 
are deserters who left the fort two, weeks ago and have, 
since been hiding in the village." 

3 L L U  I,. 

e ' these 

Buffalo I 
,rn .,the ~ 

I 

ept his 
m. and 
ty, the 
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"Who, Ben?" 

"Sam Gaddley and Hank Tilkins !" 
"So, they've turned up again, have the) 

rnented the con~manclant, as he peered curiously Intc 
rhe dark faces of the lmen named. "I am glad to se 
them again. And ,  the other two? Who are thej 
Ben ?" 

"One of them is Ringwood, the fello~vcwho wa 
drummed out of the service two years ago, and ha 
since b e a ~  keeping a rum-hole and gambling-den, an 
the other is that horse-thief, Ted Grupple, ~ v h o  ha 

, 'done' several terms in the penitentiary, and who ha 
lately been a hostler at the 'Silver Tavern.' ' 

The cornnlandant turned his gaze upon the 
thus unflatteringly presented. 

"Do either of you wish to explain to me the scherr 
which has brought you into this fix ?" he demanded. 

"Nary explanation," answered Ted Grupple, wit.. 
grim defiance. 

"YOU won't get a word from me," declared Ring- 
wood. 

"Not a word!" assurecl Hank Ti 
"Not so much as a whine!" affillll~u  am badd- 

ley. 

The commandant turned awav in clisrrust z 
but not without,a visibl 
been rescued from suct 
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right ?" 
"I cannot deny the fact, colonel," replied Buffi 

Bill, "and so we'll senlain here till further advic 
with the understanding, however, that Ben and I sh 
be free, if we SO elect, to pass a portion of the night 
his cottage or in the village." 

"Of course ! of course !" assented the commandant 
eagerly. "I wish you to be perfectly free in all your 
plans and arrangements. But come, come, both of you! 
 his chill in the air is too sharp for any of us 
to be standing arouncl the la\vn in this fashion, and 
especially for this little woman. Let's get under 
cover." 

H e  led the way to the front door, and in a few 
moments more the group had vanished into the dwell- 
ing. But they did not withdraw unnoticed. 

For  several minutes a concealed intruder had been 1 .  
peering at them from an adjacent clump of flower in^ 
shrubs, with an air of such desperate malignancy 2 

determination that they would have been startled 1 
they seen it. ,This intruder was dressedin the unifo.. 
sf a soldier, including a blue overcoat, but on one o 
ltwo occasions, when this outer garment blew open, 

\ \  
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"I've the best of news for you! I'm one of 
aid of the bright light of the fire in front of the guard- met1 who have been placed as a special guard over rile 
house, when a man in the uniform of a private came prisoners, and you know what sort of a keeper 1'11 
from the vicinity of the fire, advancing toward her make, don't you ?" 
with such directness as to give her a start. "I do, indeed! But the other five?" 

"I thought I couldn't be mistaken, Dollie," he "They are as much like me as peas in the san 
greeted, with a pleased air, halting in front of her. 111 a \vorcl, they are Ravagers." 
"What means this masquerade?" "\Vhat joy !" i n ~ ~ r m u r e d  Mrs. Goggin, wit11 the 

"Hush! Do not betray me, Jasb !" returned the keeneste relief. "I'm delighted to hear my brother is 
L woman hurriedly, making a pretense of smoking. in such good hands. i111d you will all stand by him?" 

"I understand ! You're playing a game." - "To a man ! We're bound to get him out of here, 
* I "Yes, Josh." if only for your sake." 

"How did you get in ?" I-Ie looked at her in fond admiration. H e  was hand- 
"One of the 'boys' pulled me up the wall near the \ some and robust, ~vi th  a rollicking disposition, but self- 

post. It's needless to say that I am here fo r  a pur- is11 and unscrupulous-a type, in fact, of lnany of his 
pose, namely, to see if I have any friends." fello\vs. 

"Can you doubt it, my dear gi-rl~?" cperie'd the new- "I thank yon so n111Ch, Josh," she said, with a long 
comer, wit11 a rep~oachful air. "Rest assured that breath of relief. "I've been quite upset, this thing has 
we're all your friends. and also your admirers. But I come upon us so sudden. But you give me new life." 
see what you are driving at. The grand question with "l-\ncl now for a .nice little secret that will make 
you now is, =ow can the cap'n be rescued, or make your heart flutter," said Josh, in a barely audible voice. 
his escape ?" "The way of escape is already ogen!" 

'(Yes, yes ! Can you help me ?" a- "Really, Josh ?" 
"I can and I will! It's true, is it, that Mrs. Nayler 

t 

"It is !" 
has been rescued and brought back?" He glanced around again keenly, listening a Lrw 

"Only too true, Josh. That was Buffalo Bill's wdrk, n~on~ents, and then resumed : ' 
as sudden as unexpected." "Wit/lin a few d a y s  past the boys have made a 

"What a pity! But we'll get her again!" secret tf~nnel under the rear wall of the guard-house. 
The fellow glanced arot~ncl sharply, to  be st,re that The worlc was clotle at odd times, th 

no one was looking lor listening, and then added, in 9 . .  men who enlisted at the same ti111e : 
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I THE FLIGHT O F  THE RAVAGERS. jhed illto the entrance of t l ~ e  

Tillzins, the pair of you, as two will attract little more 
attention than one, and we'll give you a start of three 
minutes. k'ot1'11 both bear in mind the peculiar con. 

plainetl to you, and not bump your heads!" - .. . . CHAPTER X'II. 
He lvade a gesture o 

and Hank Tilkins vani! 

Almost holding their breath, the Ravagers listened 
Intetltly to assure thernseI\~es that Satn Gaddley and 

/ 

with in their escape from the guard-house. Thus three 

"They're all right, it seetns," muttered Finklestone, 
looking up f r o ~ n  his \vatcli. "They've got through 
safely, or we should have heard an alarm. You two 

Mrs. Goggin pressed his hand in silence, a s g h  of 
relief escaping her. 

After a -wait of a couple of 111iutites-for those re- 
maining began to get nervous-Te8 and Dan were fd- 
lowed by a couple of the recreant guards, and soon 
Josh Reeder was left alone wit11 the brother and sister. 

"Of course, Josh." suggested Finlzlestnlle vou'll let -. 

1 Hanlz Tilkins were in no wise headed off or interfered 

I 'can go next !" 
* 1 He nodded to Dan Ringwood and Ted Grupple, who -. 

hastened to take their way through the secret tunnel 
as silently as phanton~s. 

"This \\-as the right thing to do, after all, Dollie," 
whispered Finklestone, 11-it11out ceasing to listen, "and 

\ I must thank you for itlsisting upon it. re too 
tnuch at stake to take any other course.' 
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CHAPTER XILI. 

A CURIOUS FIALTING-PLACE. 

The darkness of the night had been, of course, the 
first essential condition of the success of the srrbstitu- 
tion tlie daring scouts had undertaken. In the in- 
tense- darkness, which seemed to increase from minute 
to minute as the night advanced, ho\v easy it was to 
pass foi- the two men-Sam Gaddley and H a ~ l k  Til- 
]<ins-whose places they had taken! How easy tc 
accompany the fugitives ivherever they might go, and 
take due notice of all they were saying and doing! 

\lTllat revelations and discoveries 111;~llt not reason- 
ably be espected! How essential it was, in fact, to 
take this course, if they \vouldebe cluickly and surely 
enlightened ! 

His cigar lighted to his satisfaction, Finklestone 
again turned his ear attentively toward the fort. 

"Not a souncl," he ejaculated. 
"They may listen all the more," suggested ~ I S S  

Goggin. 
"True, sis," adrnilted Budd, "but there is a cllanct 

that no alarm has been given yet. Possibly there ma] 
be no discovery it1 the case until the guard is changec 
at  two o'clmk, or about an hour from now, but thal 
would be almost too much to expect." 

"IS Jobson safe, Dorus?" 

- 
A Curious Halting-place. 

"Safe, ~ o l l i e i  If you ever get another husuana 
that is half as safe as Stubby jobson, you'll be ex- 
tremely lucky." . 

The scouts repeated the name mentally, with an ex- 
change of glances which attested that they were laying 
it up for future reference, wllile hlrs. Goggin made a 
gesture of impatience, as if the allusion had recalled 
recollectio~~s of a disagreeable nature. 

"I don't want any more husbands," she declared 

' I 
feelingly. "The one 1 had was quite sufficient for a 
lifetime." 

"And yet you lived with him only four weeks," the 
brother reminded her. 

"It would have been all the same, f I had 
known him only four days! H e  was :edingly 
disagreeable creature." 

"Well, I hope he won't turn up ag 
, your sentiments." 

. ' - 6  I hope so, too-for his sake." 
The exchange of these few ~vords, which 

reached the 11karitl~ of Buffalo Bill and Ben Le 
extremely edifying to them, malting plain the cause oi  
the woinan's restless and unscrupulohs state of mind. 

A brief silence succeeded, and then Mrs. Goggin 
resurnecl, with an air ~irhiclt sl~on?ed s >een re- 
viewing the situation : 

"It seems almost singular that thc 1, or at 
least Buffalo Bill or Ben Letts, didn't get ttaclc of our 
proposed escape. " 

"It does,, indeed," returned Budd. "Where c 
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I t  was hard to do so. Such a despairing, horrified of his recent attempts to confess their degradation, and 
look as had now invaded Budd's livid countenance, no it was only natural to jump to the co~~clchlsion that they 
human he in^ had ever before seen r r n n n  ;+ Nnfhirtp intended to des~atch him on the instant, treating him 

Euffalc 
~ i m ,  app 

d have k :ept him quiet 

sup- 

th-coul 

~uid. the 

nded, rej 
-n:-oa - 

:reted. 
s where 
--- -f -3. 

- - 

i i x a t ~  
"And 
''IXT,, 

you'll s 
- -dl- .  ... 

oon be," 
-~ 

\ \  G 

"Ant1 
"We 
t' ,\ .- -1 

taking tl 

. - 
f\ l lU 

"To 1 
The I 
I t  & , 

, simply 
lat we B 

tie your 
vant of 
hands 

ie same, and that . - 1 n-.- 

:'s why t' 
_ _ _ I L L  -- think . .. it rogues . . 

)tit in a 
yet real 

I sufferec 

stupid z 
ize the ( 

j. 
use for 
leave u 
friends 

your to: 
;ith us , 
?" 



1 C u s t o  

- . - - .- - - . 
Again i n  dp. 

j i ~ l ~ . "  re1 I 11c w v u i u  31, sladlv and auicklv rld\-c: Lrearea tfi ~ T - . . . . I I  excuse us. Time is inch: ,, 
F  led like be off." 

-you me: 3. .l~iced a 
nless You relnpc DY IalKing too loud, ., p,s,l,,l ollen h ~ s  moo 
lther ra: d Bell Letts. "But coIllply, Il l  

;e to givc reasons for  holding ,,f allotllel 
Dur tongue during tne nest tew 1-n** . -~ " 1 ~ i ~ ~ l ; l ~ s t o ~ ~ ~ ~  \xr.ls Jefinitely averted 

'.Of cot 11 leave the line 

jell," saic o Bill, as he pr 
I the ~ ~ ~ L L L I U I I  UI 1113 l l L J 1 3 Y  ~ 1 1 3 ~ ~ a v c ~ t i n g  follow- llcncil,  all^ a leaf fro111 ~ 1 1 ~  1 

I tilay trallc e sister, sibly kee 
planation, if cru\\ cl lie1 \ye are 1 bag the 

:reel Ben Letts, comprehending " l.!le l,otc \\rltten, it \\-as s t u c ~  in a fu1l\cu 3 

9 is, 'G Ben hat1 fisetl in the grou the tord 
till I r e t~  .ilxiglit near it to point i due sea 

turned I3 
[e tremb 
I< You- 
"3'0t I1 

. 
a leaf. 

in to lcill 
- . L  - . . - . A  

a 

: falterec 
, 3, - . 

the . 
was a nara t a s ~  to 

gag as I 
. . 

he spolce 
t l l  T t  . 

:, and n~ 
1- 

L... A. 

help f o ~  
:er of a1 

- - 
end 
.om 

;hness," 
e you th' 

. . 
answere 
e best of 

.it there 
: minute 
. 7 

was no 
all clan: 

. . 

r it, and 
ly distur 

I I V L L I  a.  

glances 1 

ted, 
ook 
"Te 

What 
led deep 
,,+;A, ,r 

- 
a pity!" 
ly again, 
r I-,:- --: 

: sugges 
a note-b~ 
-..-.-a*- 

, as his ; 
-. * .. .- . 

turned ar 
UI I I ILI .  

:p the \v1 
!ill." 
r ..l-- -1 - 

ant1 pos 
ready to 

pilize th 
-k until 111 send 

9 9  PP 

your sis . ,-. ter a lin 
v . .  

~ U L I  say ! 

pain and 
away wit]. 
B '  - " 

SO, offc 
antloyal 

I Sam a1 

LlLK 

lced 
drs. 

...-- ~ -- 

i was pl: 
son to 1 

Ice. "2 
~d Hank 

ill you 
. Rema 

ntl, and 
t out in 

need sa 
!in here 

: bee :' 
The prj 

11 glance 

;oggin. 
'-11.5 '3 

r\.nnt," re. 
to\\.nrd the camp. 

''hat the risk. 
"\\-e ~nuqt takc ... 

lrse than 
xgain tur 

have on 
Bill, as 

ison(:r rc 
IS into tl 

rapidly, with re1 that we 
Guffalo I fl 

think,',' he then sa 

ST 

t r  

ie camp. 
e more 
id. 

"I sh: 
nil1 ?" 

i t .  l3u 

~d get o, 

~ n t  our 1 

oners all( 
so that y c  

7'1 11s ' \v 

ogetlier ut~cler tl 
Ben, ~1iate1-er I? 

,,, .< ,, ,., t1011-e~ ant1 Buffalo Bill tu 
the camp, after Iiitclling 1 

"It's 'a risky business z : there with- 

out a 101.cli." sue-qestecl B ,. 
"True, can't claylight," was 

rejnintler b prolnn ence of Finkles 
may he retnar~cd at anv ~llullruit, and some of 

1 tie the 
t ~ r  call gc 
n r c-nn,, 

i l -  feet t 
!t away. 

heir sad( 
lay happ 
rned tov 

:lies, 
en." 
fard 

I1 at leas it have t he merit 

I IKII yuu nave captured hlank and barn t" 

"We ha also Priy knowled 
en Letts. are the ,iginal f t  

'fen into our hands." 
! are they?" asked Finlcle 

g arouna into tne darkness. 

l e d  I 
lgi- 

:he three 
ltteinptir 
en. 

: horses. 
l g  to gel we, and 

8 "YoL~ 
vate Hill 
fourth c 

lyer," ac 
)f the or 

ves who 
"Where 
- - -- - - - . 

have fa1 
- .  

' 7  ' 

but \IT€ 

. "The 
- 1 -. 

wait for 
ged abs 
. ---n.. 

t ne 
tone 
that 



n Custc 

e r  ~ v h y  
ppear. Fortunately, that fire is 
ght this way, and everybody see 
iuinatio~l of the camp. I'll ventt 

rried anlay as he ccascd speaking, and 
Jly follo~vcd hini, ascending the precipi 

IICI c~angesuus ridge tinti1 lle could scc into thc ca 
l i  an attitucle of attention which 
lic cxight a glimpse of the 11107 

sL1lL V L  his ally ~vitliiii the l~idden rendezvous. 
"That's good for a beginning-," lie tlien huttere 

shifting his weight from one foot to file othcr a, 
sighing like a pair o f  bellous. "But now comes tl 

lay accordingly remove 
H e  cot 1vit1i hi of the prisoyers." 

ready to clespatcli a 13u~let into any one IVIIO snc nly," confirmed Ben, as both dismounted. 
11 thc it~truder. ancl f c  ggestion was duly carried out. 
about as uneasy a t 8  t i i ~ c  thanks," said Fiiiklestone, with a long sigh 

ortable a3 llc llclu c v c l  ,,em. Rut at tlie end of L1l 
ICTT-.. 

OI re lie^. t~iuch better that is, isn't it, F i l l  

  if fa lo Bill on his n7ay brc yer ?" 
atly in the act of disappea 

1g unuer tne llanging rocks n7hich shaded tlie i~ 
nd of tf "Of course you both understand that this lib 

and w: is not to be abused," remarked Buffilo Bill. "At 
another r -1 hen all his anxiety was endec least attempt to call for help, o r  to otherwise endanger 
the returr successful forager. us, you will be shot without a word of warning!" 

lrse I have secured is the one ric "We compreliend all that, of course," said Finkle- 
v Finklc ced Buffalo Bill, striltin stone. "We shall be quiet and silent." 

was .where he hastily lef "Then we'll take charge of your rev01 
idy than if he had take Snme our journey." 

- - 

ody. 

tl16 rest 

n Custc 

:o the snc-. ---I1 of us lluw nas a norse, alla v 
, $9 ,qtlish. 

He mt 

Iiorse, and Bell Letts lollo\~reu, leacling the Ilorse u 
which liad been sc 'rivate I-Iillyer. 

For at least ha ur the retreat w* 
at a walk, and riot a k \ " l u  was spoltcn, Bcn Letts 1 
illg tlotliing furth ! conforr 
tnents to those of # a  

"\Ye are now a cwup~t: U L  L L I I I ~ S  from L U L  Ldll 

then said the lattt 
!*At least that, 

;nw " 

now st 
ms busy 
ire." 

and sta 
* .. rted, le . . adiiig I . . lie's 

.PO11 

as contir - ~ued 
iav- 

lie struc 
;e ul~til 
- . -. 

did 
ring I er to d i  

Buff a10 
- 1 -  

I than tc 
Bill. ' 
-K - - : I ,  

n his mc 

. . I -2 , .  --- 

3ve- 

nn." 

nct tlien 
ot chaii~ 
,,.,a ,C 

:; 1 
lie 

I ' 

ear- 
3r. 
Bill, an d consec 

lk we 11 

mouths 
- -. 

those 6 
to look, . .. from the 

iv-,..+,: 
L C 1  L a 1  

The su 
"Many 

. r  ... l . f  

:o inter. 
minutes 
" 1.- I,,. n w r v  

.ild say 
ime, 1101~ 

:ading a 
4 

rever, hc \ 

fellow 1 horse, ; 
., , 

and alre - .  ered his 
7 

as much 
. 8 

erty 
tlie * 

rous pa! 
s intere: -. 

;sage. 
it he crt .* . . :pt hack 

ninute. 
1 of the 
k the hc lden 'IV 1 
?stone," 
"Yes, it 
much n 

announ1 
is. Tt 

lore har 
't it, 
,n it 

" I rlatcl~ ' 
nd was 

vers and 

- -- 



in Cus 

LVLLLS > ~ ~ i t e d  their actions L U  L I I L  \ \  U ~ U  ~ I I U  then - I JUp-lJCC, IJLIL \ V C  IC ZUILIZ  UdLK L 
I"-'' - 
lovely ( :amp to 

Again 
- 

stody. 165 

o that 

Again tody. 

4.- +Iq#, 1. 

scoop tl- 
111 in the 

u ' 
le rest 0, 

fort bes 

.7 

f your tl 
ide Sam 

;ibe as 
Gadd- 

their s: Crater C 
, we've 1: 
8 7r . r 

regained 
"E~l t  
- . -  after - I :," decla . . 

red Fin1 
a brlef pause, "IS the fact that 1 see notlllng of 

and Hank Tilk they ?" 
le fort," replied 

I incleed he, scout ins. 1.V 
Buffalo 

here are 
Bill. 

Gaddley 
"At tl 

don't r 

' > , assurt 

nean i t?  

:d the sc 

nered tl 

etly. 

ished E.. 

"But ! 
lLS0 11 
"1"Vlte 

jou said 
re did." 
re, may 

you capt :ured the 

I ask ?" 
e of the "At tf 

ed from 
ie northc 
the wall 

.. " 

fort, as 
one, yoc 
route. 

:ast angl 
. They 

anu were tne nrst to talte tnar 
them prc 
us, with 
+I.-:.. ....-.. 

~ntptly, : 
ample 2 

,oral Dil 
e, had tl 

"Ancl- 
ride?" g 

I(? -. 

ir places on this 

, - 

-and yc 
aspecl F 
1 9  ' 9  

)u t\vo took the; 
inklestone. 

r x a c  

The cc 
conversa 

he priso le recalle tion of t 
th his si 

ner, as h 
:I the ga -- ister, anc 

and-gees 
such a n 
utes. 

)w off p l  

,peak for 
IC I lC  11c 

ature th: several 



Myste rious 1 

~ p -  to 11i1- ?low. 

; even f e gone 

and our ~ ~ L I I  is CLLL uff! I-lelc regular 
co!  I-Iark!" 
-ead of heavy a1 ceeded, 

: ant1 scratching up some gap In rue cliff, and 
xt instaut three irzCmenst silently 

11 froin t 

50, Een, 
- - L l -  

:ops and 
:sumed. 
-. - -  

rocks bc 
"\Y e'vc 

CHAPTER X' v. 
NOWN. 

.ling ani rnals suc 
11- -1' 

YSTERIO US UNKl 

n the ac 
paw 111; 

the ne 
illto tl 

' ' 7  1 . 

s leaped 
hat dangers and complit :auld possibly mani- 
!st themselves, when his nurse recoiled abruptly, toss- 

tad high aring a ild snort of 
'his perf ' was re] n substance, 

r rue norse of Ben Letts. 
Slipping to tht 1, the scouts peered in the 
rection they had ling, and were able to make 
~t that they were L,Ic verge of a tremendous preci- 

ie n;idst of the ~ ~ O L I P  ! 
\/hat are thev. Bill-bears or catainounts .'" g c b d  

Letts, get ritle into readitless for u: 
lffnlo Bill ot decide, but just then 1 

tl-11~ detected a strange scent, as i f  the ~nvsterir ;~~= LILA,- 

n~als hat1 broughti t  1vit11 them. And en, too, 
as the uneasy llorses made a sudden f vement, 

deavoring to b r e a ~  away. there 
Erom a cluster of bushes 

Ig its he 
rror. 2 

1 1- 

. . . . . . - 

. and re 
ornlance 

7 .  

- -  \ 

Ben 
B1 

,itR a w 
peated, i 

t 

. . 
tins his 
could 11 

;e. 
 is nos- ,..- 0 - 3 -  

: grount 
been gc 

just thl 
lank mo. 

1 . 

snorti: 
came 
a rot1 

wg anew 
in a ster 
away tl 

ant1 Cn 
n voice : 
le one 1% 

ce. 
There I 

, 7  - 

scarcely 
~t to the darkness ahead of 

rill-a l d t l l r l r  away or sinking of the tree-tops- 
sudden 

d 
~g of footing-which could be at- 

unted f~ no other theory than tliat a vast 
aDyss yawned 1rnmediate1~'before - 

And from these grim,. shadowy 
men halted in listening woncler, tl 

D .  
' g puffs ( in such. 

nge had  impeded 
stance. 
"We've evident :d our way some dista 

back," said BuffaIc "Listen !" 
H e  felt around at nis feet for a stone. which , 

tossed intc wnixlg void he divined rather than 
/- - A.  

- - - I  .- 
. . 

2eper tir 
- . . - . . - . 

"FI, 
Thf 

hnrst-,: 

alt !I.' 

: scouts 
. .La - -  

)f their 
tflecting 

flight ( 1 the at 
loolc as 

tempted 
~ c l  listen or upon . . ------.jY C V ~ L I I I  , and rt 

he man in their path 111~ me solitary ner- 

quatter, or inoonsh?i1er, I an a representa- 

f the Ravagers or any ot of outla~ils. ' In 
- - ,- I:..,.. h:.* 

them. 
depths, 

lere can 

that t' 
mit, s 
tive o 

1st be so 
rather t11 
her band 

as the I 

le up t~v  
two 
rirl- 

~f-wind 
been ur 

a way a: 
I by tree 

s to shol 
or rock 

IV that tl 
: for a I( 

other 
as d a ~  
' 

tekms, there was no necessity 01 rcgalulllg JJJ I IA  

.lgerous until some further development. 
ie're pretty well 'halted' already, I should say, 

- . :I; a barely ly miss< 
3 Bill. 

- L  1 

Y, after 1 

:rn hand; 
:er," returned Buffalo Bill q ~ l - i  

2tible pause. "Have you a lank 

- .a1r7, don't need no lantern !" 
1 the ya 



169 

)ite all 

'nknow: 
is Unk 

from the coseri. --.. they tear anu L 

em to dc 
help loo 

tL~LU111311111L11L, LLS they canle snimng Daclc 

known 
le when 
scouts cc 
-,.+-..:i-l. 

I tells '1 

3uIcl not 
..-.,a,,+ I l i  

) it !" 
king at 1 

. ". 

J 

~ u t ,  "for 
1 produc 

the san 
The 

one, antl the dogs - 4 .  

v from c 
-n-of t 
g it, ant 

overcoa 
it11 matc' 
, shelter: 

~ v i n g  all1 
light. 

- 

accuston- 

,-11 A$ 

become ; eyes ha 
of the 

' l ' l l ~ ~  

e glare 

; were O T  T I I C  l~ciglit of a L * I ~  U L  312% V V L ~ I ~ S ,  and 
ed all the characteristic :ir race- 
11~s. 11cavy. flab1)y lips, a angular 
111)s. at the same time that tney were str , , 

c t i ~ e .  1 
otl. antl 

'-. nself from the wind beliincl hi ~vhicil his 
oceedings promptly tranquilize( as able to 
row a vivid glare of light upon his surrounditigs. 
Naturally, his f i l  byss yawn- 

ing ahead of him, enough to 
tell him that the l ~ n p r e s s l ~ ~ ~  l l L  11,1~1 rrLci\.etl of its 

-deep, 
frame 

. an~e lv  
-st thoG 
and a s 

of the a 
[lice was 
. - , I  .-a,.,, 

d l l l l  111 

PO\\-erf 
in the 
1 . - , I - .  .. 

'111 antl a 
same' p 

'hey we1 
were t 

-e as mu( 
he color 

ch alike i 

of ligh 
as peas 
t sole- ingle gl; ,., I,, 1 

:d Buffa ch, 

thc 

aracter 2 

Then he 
ind estc 
hastene, 

.. ..--: I ,  

correct. 
elf of t11 
.I!  _ I.. 

IC'aLll~l 

"Th 
"Don't 

',T t 

e-looliillg 
ink so, : 

,\ I 1  - . - A  

reniarkc 

., ?)  .- at... 
: dogs,'' 
Ben ?" 
l:&~,... 4,- 

lo Bill. 

rned Ben Letts, 

ey're fin' 
: you tll 

n . 1 ,  

of 
: I J ~ I I L I I I ~  ~ I I I I I I ~ I S  beside 111111, S ~ I I C I I I I ~  a 0 1 - V ~ C L  SII-C~III  

of 
the 

creatures srunlc away rrom tile glare ot  111s bull s-eye, 
almost fall sfc. 

"Yis, pc . 1~1io still 
r-wai~~ecl conceale~ LIIC; UL13IIC3. 11 V L I I  ,, l l i ~ h  he had 

111- 

e nature 
- - - -1 - L  .... 

C 

light up 
"Siberia: 

fU, I L L L I .  

hat are on them. 
n blood1 
9 * 

they go( 3d for, 
el;?" he 

.. . rccogni .-. . zed, a s  
4 ... 

~nters!  was tne laconlc answrl. 
leed ?'" cj ,en. "iV1iat do t 
aal, I've 'arned 'em to 111 

" announcetl the evident owner. 
)ne?" asked Ben Letts. 
ltro legs and drinks ~vh i  

:Ices !" was the fie 
sort of ~ I C  

Then they 

hey hunt 
~in t  Inor1 

- -. .- - A- 

: be~st !" 
e'n one 

' one an( their ha 
~nktio~vn 
;.-n-. ... 1- 

3ther in 
ni tlie L 
l.,.c130r 4 

ing over 
ITPS!" c; 

ueried B 
never 1 m e  fro 

1 :.- t L n  a b, 

or( 
abl 

sort o 
iiL+\l? 

"Go 

f game,' 
1c1 that c 
1cs on t1 

Jerecl a 
le to pen 
C'P,-.--I .c. 

halt, thc 
etrate tc 
,.. - - - _ L 1 -  

2 light ( 

I him. 
:-- 3 9 9  

being t 

I 1  

~f tlie b 

,--:-?I n. 
sky and 

11. 

to tell '1 

tobac 
less : 

"1 -... 

rce respc 
nk so, I :rriment. 

're mar mented - .  Buffalo 
IL s ~ u n n y  rney didn't bat-w r ~ l l ~ a r ~ ~ e u   ell ~ e t t s ,  

lo had li me 
: as his 

ng of \\I 

toward 
hisky, hl 

the do 
owever," 
gs, "the; 

' and he turllea ...- =. 7 - -  
and dev~ 

l3111. 

his fa 
' ofit! '  
I 

glited a 
ally. 

lantern o the .sal y seem to reek 



. -. 
170 A Myster ious  Unknown.  -2 

A Mysterious U n b o w n .  
"Uis, it do seem to linger in their ha'r a little," ac- 

masked robbers through this county last spring and 
kllowledged the owner, with a careless chuckle. "IYve 
been washing 'em in that sort o' p'izen, ye see, to keep 

lLNaw ! Wasn't here !" 
off the mange and worry the fleas! And now let he "No? May I ask where yoll were?" 
ax you a few questio~s. How many in your party?" ''In old Kinttlck! I've been here only three Or four 

"Only what you see-four !" 
months, more or less." ('TWO 011 the ground, and two on the horses," ex- 

The scout smiled. claimed the unknown-\\rho also remaitled unseen- That "here," tinder the circumstances, was equiva- 
with the tone of a man taking an inventory. "Tile lent to an admission that the unknonm was not a wan- 
two on the ground armed wit11 rifles and revolvers, and 

dering hunter, but that he habitually remained in the 
the two others strapped to their horses and their hands 

vicinity where he had been encountered. In,other 
tied behind 'em. Evidently two - sheriffs or deputy toms, he was familiar with his surroundings, and 
sheriffs with two prisoners !" - 

b i d e  the scouts out of their awkward ~redica- "That's about the state of it, stranger," acknowl- 
edged Buffalo  ill. ment. 

l l ~ ~ d  yoLlyve never heard of those raids t? which 
"Whar ye bpund to ?" 

I've allL1ded ?" resumed Buffalo Bill. "To Fort ~ a r r ' i s  !(' - 

"Whar ye from ?" "Nary a word !" 
6 "*hen you don't know anything abo;t the Rav- 

"From a certain deserted camp between two and - 
agers ?" three miles west of us." 

"Naw, never heard of 'em, rkver Saw 'em !" . 
"Whar those empty 11uiIdings are, ye mean, in the "you don't very often see strangers hereabouts, I 

crater ?" 
"Exactly." take it?: 

"Naw-rarely ! 3'011're the Secon( 
"It's thar ye caught 'em ?" 
"Just SO !" changed a word with in MQ months-" 

"Well, there is one thing you can do for us, sfran- 
"What have they been doing?" ger/ announced Buffalo Bill, "and that is to elide 
"Oh, a great deal more than I have time to tell ,, of this somewhat disagreeable sitt1ation. We 

You," explained the scout, with the same candid pa- ,is! to go on to  ~ o n t  Harris, as I said, and we'll Pay* 
tience he had constantly exhibited during the inter- 1 

you to get LIS started right." view. ''Did you hear of the raids of the hostiles and "When did you come ,from the fort?" 

1 one I 
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V,.. ,,- 
; you t l l i n ~  yvu~ a glad &low easy! how nice! ' ,,,, .,,,- 

le path fortable ?" 
'(Perfectly, t 1 a littl 

"Then 11 hy sl~ouldn't you get up beh~nd  me 7" sug- please," she added. " l ~ l u  uurb't stare a~ me so over - 
gested Eel1 Letts, turning red suddetlly at  his own your shoulder! Look -ou're going!" 

boldness. "1-1 can't help look YOU," stammered Ben, 

A swift glance was raised to his face. in a voice which vibrateu urltn new And strangely sweet 

"Thank you, stranger. I I\ ill !" .emotions. "You seem such a nice girl," he cwent 011, 

She stood up on her toes beside him, an( his glances coming back to her as  soon as 11% had 

LIP jl~ith a stout effort,‘planting her behincl him. loolced ahead. "It seems so very singular to find SUEII 
Of co~lrse, \~re'll take the lcatl, sir," she said 1 

a rare flower growing alone in such a wilderness-" 

&lo Bill. with a graceful ilod and smile, as ~1 "Alone, sir?" and the candid eyes looked him 
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An Important C1 
-1iess as this ? 1" 

The prisoner shooli Iris Iteat1 energetlcall: 
'Are you ill ?" "Tllesc are questions you can settle whrn y o u  pay 
h o t h e r  vigorous negative. Ifloposed visit," sug-gested Buffalo Bill,. wit11 a 

"011, I c o ~ r e l ~ m d  l You are mad because 
iting time here? Yon wish to be  moving?" i i ~ I l  ally case," saicl Ben, "they're el 
€he prisoners both assented, jerking their lieads up to the possibility of a disagreeable 

and down several times with wrathful vigor, \vIlile sort, and do not ititend to be caught na] 
their frames sllook as if  ~vith conirulsions. The prisoners groaned again, and the 

FVell, you needn't he too eager," commentetl ~ ~ f -  their glances inquiringly upon them. 
falo Bill. . "We shall move on ~vhen we get read " ~ 0 ~ 1  \rant to go faster?" queried Ec 
Men of your sort, like beggars. mustn't be chooser The prisoners halved vigorously. 
You ought to remember that you're paying tlie natur "\ITell, you shall," returned Ben, in 
penalty of your misdeeds, and that patience under rc- expressed annoyance. "You've only to hold or 
verses is the highest iorm of cm~rage." you'll arrive on time, certain." 

H e  handed to Ben the reins of the horse ridden by \\illat a ride was that which succeeded! Nov 
Private Hillyer, and s w m g  himself lightly into his rattling gallop, and then at an easy jog or a nralk, ac- 
own saddle. Ben Letts was not slow in following this cording to the nature of the q o u n d  they were tra- 
example, and the couple resumed progress. to the versing, they left mile after tt~ile behind the~ll, con- 

?f of the prisoners. \!rho relapsed into si- tinuing to' light their way with iheir lanterns. 
T\yo or three times they had to disnioul~t. to he sL1re 

b v  l l a L  d girl she is!" remarked Ben, in a 1 0 1 ~ 7  tone, that they mere still upon tke outlvard trail, alld occa- 
a few moments later, ~ I I L I S  showing what lie was think- sionally they consulted and compared conipasses, sQ 

intense was the tlarkness, and SO easy nras it to get 
nervous in these strange solitudes. 

hearty sympathy. -ised that yoti are At times, llo~vever, they shortened their way, in the 
'smitten,' and I was t she reciprocatetl. usual style of travelers, by an escliange of views re- 
Yon will, of course, see her usall l ,  and I shall expect specting tlie situation. or certain of its features. 
in due course an invitation to t l ~ e  n*erldillg." For instance, tliejr spoke of the guardsnlell who had 

"Oh. if it were possihIe to her !" siglled Ben. left the fort with the Ravagers; of the secret tullne1 
- "But ~ f ~ l i a t  can be the mystery of her residence in sue'- 
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result of our mascluerade. I begin to t l r l l l ~  w C  
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"It struck me at  once," resumed Ben Letts, "that 
the Quatlrangle call be locatetl only at the spot \vhere 
the State of Colorado is joined to the Territories of 
New Mexico, Arizona. .and Utah, in a right angle. 
This is, in fact, the o~ily instance of a cluadraiigle in 
all the boundary lines of the United States!" 

The scouts again looked at their prisoner. He was 
no\\. ghastly white, tlie blood having receded from 

f ,  as if by the influei~ce of soltte awful 
011. 
I see, Ben?" que I ,  ~vith a 

lant laugh. "A single glance at that face is enough to 
confirm our theory. W e  shall find tlie headquarters 
of the Ravagers at or near the junction of the State 
with the Territories named. I s  there i 

thereabouts, Ben ?" 
"Yes, Bill," and it was now Ben's 

and look excited. "Curiously enough, there is quite 
a hamlet at  the junction aforesaid-a place of some 
eighteen o r  twenty houses, some of \~!lich are roomy 

thing, 
\. . - .7 .- _ 

any settl 

turn to 

ready 
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and handsome. I t  is partly on the Navajo Reserva- 

"Have you been there in person?" 
"yes, on one of the scouts we devoted to the Rav- CHAPTER XVnI. 

agers," explained Ben, with suppressed excitement. 
"Lve chased quite a body of them into that vicinity,, THE I-IOMEWARD JOURNEY. 

when they vanisl~ed a s  sudtlenly as if changed illto 
A dun, dismal lifting of the intense darkness had vapor. I see now what took place, Bill. The rascals 

for sollle time beell making itself noticeable on the made their way to this hamlet and assunled the r6le of 
eastern I~orizon, and a t  length sufficient light was shed scluatters and ranchers. I recall 110\v IIOW nicely they . 

played their game. IITe couldn't get a particle of in- 
formation from then]. They hat1 never seen anything 
of the Ravagers in their neigl~borhoocl, and were as They accordingly extinguished their lanterns, re- 

innocent as ignorailt." 
Buffalo Bill had listened as if entranced. 
"That hamlet is doubtless the Quadra~lgle, Ben," he 

declared, with an air of the fullest conviction. "As 
soon as we I~ave landed these chaps beside Hailk 
Tilkins and Sam Gaddley, we'll take a ride in tliat' 
direction." "T11is is more like its" then said Euffalo Bill, wit11 

Once more the scouts turrse(1 their light upon an air of relief. "TVe shall now be able to see where 

Finklestonc, and the air of indifference he endeav'oretl we are going, and call avoid disagreeable encoullters." 
"Yes, we're weI1 'out of the woocls' IIOW, Bi to assume did not for a moment .deceive them. They 

turned Ben Letts, in n tone which attested how 

regret and consternation. tile cares and anxieties of the night had resteu U~JUIL.  

him. "There is little likelihood that Mrs. Goggin and 

her friends, even if they were to see through the 
trick we have played upon them, would be able to 
place tI~emseIves l~ettveen us and the fort." 

'11," re- 
heavily 
A ...-.A*- 
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either of these favors ! 
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He facecl 1,) tne front and chirped to 111s "DO yoti 1nean 
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I 1 The Homeward Journey.  
The awful scowls he left behind him will be readilv 199 

colnprehended. Both prisoners strained at their I ~ ~ ~ ~ $  
until the veins of their foreheads stood out like \\,]lip- 

]lave again 11lade the 
cords, and the hue of their faces became almost as dark 

friends they left behind t 
as that of a lnan in an apoplectic fit. But their rage alizatio~l of the garrison !" 
and self-torture did not help thcn?. "True! l\Te imust hide !' 

"The truth is, Bill," whispered Ben, leaning close 7'1,- +.I..-\ c r n t r t  c I n c t  nn t i )  

I to reflect that Budd is acquainted \vitIi that girl and 
'rl~ey had barely time tl 

knows where she is to be found. .\light lie not ~uolcst mllsiderable to their 
her if he were to recover his freedom?" 

r c  H e  certainly seern'ed to give her a grcal deal of 
attention," returned B~lfTalo Bill. "He a~atcl~ecl ya l  \r rre,l l l lo  aLI,IL,I  , 

both as a cat watches a mouse. But 11e ~von't escape inc illto I!) I us ! 
The scouts had already 

"I hope not, Bill. But-hark ! what's that?" . 
alld echoes reach;-- 

He drew rein abruptly, with a startled look, and his more Inan 
ally did likewise. 

not at all surprised to set 
A clatter of hoofs sounded un~nistakablv on their . . 

coupre tney ~ L C  

"It can only be that Colonel Nayler has sent a scent from the I 
detachment to our assistance," suggested*B~lffalo Bill. had tahen uIl 

"But they ride like men who knorv their road, Bill!" the camp! 
cried Ben. "And their road-it is that of Euclcl and Despite all the scouts hz 
h* sister. What if the newcomers shnnld be their 

consllltation last .. . - ..- 



I)ut even if the 
1 1 1 ~  L ~ O  ex-CCL\ CLII \ 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  \ \ T I C  111 me oest 01 spirits, ' 

id Sam, "they'll not be able to overhaL1 
as could have 1 glance at  their faces, 1 if they instatltly tlisco 
which fairly glc Illt it r s s  

,,L ,,',, taken. \Ve've ridde11 tc 
SO nice to be free agaln, ancl so siveet to haye given It of the flatllis of his p 
their enemies such a keen disappointl11e1lt. of the ~vater, and ac 

A few additional bou~lcIs of their jatlet[ steetls ,'re quite hot. l\'e mu: 
brought the ne\vcomers abreast of the spot at ry~l ic~ l  

11." the scou [I, and then S a n ~  Gaddley sud- ttl his 11 I the br 
denly se f dra~ving rein, looliing critic- ,,,,,, ro a sal)lillb: L,udL .it llanu, and his 
ally at the clear, pebbly brook crossing the trail, is example. 
then rullllillg his glance along its course to the spring. 

; really ought to rest a ~t ,"  sugg 
'6 Yes, this is the sl)ot, Hank," he esclaitned, bring- 

,;,tter, leading the tolvarcl tile spring. "\ 
ing his and leaping ligIltly to tile pusllecl them too hard, I thinlc." 
ground. --ktec Spring, of which I was &'Let them breathe a minute," 
speaking better water an~~vl lere .  We 

ly l.They~ll go all tile fartllc , - . -  

must halt long enough to gi\.e our Ilorses 
men Proceeded to their thirst leis~1rely, and 

a good taste of it." 
66 * tllen Seatetl themselves ~110" a grassy ba111~ beside 
I m quite willing," rejoined Flank ,.,,,,,,, , lvitll the in teot io~~ of having a forther and 

uoontecl. "I never wanted a final drinli froill it before resullling their journey. 
our horses-see llo\+r eager Both loolied arollnd sllarllly, loosening their revolvers 

tney are a . $  lIelts, lIut they did not unsling their rifles from 
"We've made ~ u i c k  time," said Sam, ]ooliing at ],is 

oultlers. 
watch, while the horses plunged their noses illto a <pot where the~7 sat \\.as 
crystal pool and began drinking greetlily, "Welrre ~ ~ f f ~ l ~  Bill and Ben Letts, 111asnlucn 
been only an hour and forty minutes in co1llil1g fro111 rere c~llcealed, but the scouts rvere, neverthe- 
the fort." 

Ircely a dozen rods fro111 it-so near, in 
"Quick work indeed!" comlnented Hank. "Bat I that they had readily o,rerbeard every ~vord of the dare say e by this time heen mis: bither 

preceding conversation. I t  had heell overheard, 
Dimmick lyler wo~11d long leave u! their 

by the prisoners, and it will readily be inlaginecl what ;ig.ht." 
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with a revolver, nrliile Ben Letts had been equz; 

I C H A r n R  X I X  1~~oilll)t to place himself in a like attitude beside I-'-. 
te Hillyer. THE RAVAGERS. 

The scouts had realized, of course, a sill_ . 
.ngn nf t l 7 0  c n , - t  t l l n  q\l.;cnt~n.-- 1 . ~ ~ 1  1 . . .  . I The threat of Buffalo Bill, with the certainty of its 

I tm rnoch experience with violence, to be in any doubt 
. - . - . . 

conversation that succeeded. 
"Well, Hank," resumed Sam Gaddley, with a Iong 

sigh of relief, "we're now fairly clear of drill and 
gliarcl duty. and I propose to make this leave-taking I 

filial." 
I 

"The same here, Sam !" I 
"The truth is," pursued Gaddley, "we've run too 

many risks already. Just think of the surprise those 

infernal scouts gave us at the very moment we thought -. . - 
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"\'pc anu ne 1~0ttlc1 have rlau IIU L I I ~ I I L C  LV 11t1p US run to see wl1ere he'd go aiiu xvnar. lie a c.- . _ . 

ne of a cloze~l p d been different," re. t gained, they'll gather hiln in again and the 
3ank Tilkins. OU, Sam, I've played le band with him. Don't you see? When they 

;wlulcl long enough, anu now propose to go to the e that crowd-\vhich they must have done before 
lgle and )~i~fort ."  -they'll bring the cap'n away 
I is alsc :ap'n's intention," said Sam By thunder ! that's only too like 
'..It.. 6 r  

1113 l l la jq~~erade  at the fort has 1.n.n " cried Sam excjL--I1-- "Let's have another drink, 
ready to push on to  the 
nany arc lie proposition 1 e I 

atlotner raiu V I  hostiles soon.  ail^, L L I U  L l l l J  L l l l l l  cou~le  \~anished at a gallop. I 

I The tilore the two es-cavalrymen reflected upo~l th 1 I Hank, tilatter, the Illore clearly die1 tliey realize that thei 
soon be k n o ~ ~ l u  as tne most clangeious nian in rile leacl likely to be in trouble. They were ac- I 

COT( eady, IV tlie trail left b 
; terror. -ked Gaclclley . the ~ n d  thei ake due notice c 

1 "He's going to bl0\1~ up the fort, and it. Even il ill, bleared l~gh t  of that lowering 
t everything near it, including the village. morning, tll ks of the four horses going to the 
lc and a hundred warriors will help him." east~vard-: ;eque~itly counter to those left by 

"But may not Buffalo d Ben Letts get hold fugitive 1 out with startling distinctness. 
of him?" demanded Hz take atlother Look, I esclaiiiied Sam Gaddley . 

drink from the spring. 1 anel clisrnuurl~ing. "I-Iere you have 
Sam's face cloutled. ses have gone east, ant1 t ~ v o  o were evi- 1 
"There is indeed clan lared ltly led, as their tracks are too ~ s e  of the I 

thoughtfully. "To 11egi1 : and er pair to admit of their liavin: d abreast. 
:a1 al,ou before day- 

I 
See?" 

Tilkins z 
or tliey t nave ~ I I O I I  ~ C I  the cap'n to that of his compan 

2 fort," interrupted I-Iaul;. "They kne~v he "Quick, theti!" cried Sam, reg; e. 
g, and could have stopped him and the whole "Let's go over the distance bet\\- le 
T11ev knew all about the t~inncl, but they let 

I - _ - 
Crater Camp as so011 as possible." 
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The Ravagers. - 
her handltercl~ief to the newcomers. '.But wllgre is 

They pressed tlieir pace accordingly, s c a r e  ex- my brothcr ?" 
changing another word ~ n ~ t i l  they had reaehed their She could hardly wait for the two men to illto 
destination. the camp 

The  clatter with wlliclz they h i shed  the last lralf- "Il'here is the cap'n?" she demanded, relnaining 
mile of their ride was quite ssufficient to arouse the rooted to the spot, unable to advance and greet them. 
liveliest cnriosity of their friends, who had aU t m e d  "I don't know," replied Sam, slipping to the ground, 
out with the first gleams of day, and were irr the a d  with an incluiring glailce at his panting and foaning 

of taking their breakf-fast, mlzich included m e t a l  steed, and refraitling from the least hint of w11at he 
choice morsels of game, wl~ich had been secured: by the ( . k n e \ ~  and feared. "Isn't he here?" 
more enterprising n~embers of the party. "No. Didn't he go  a ~ ~ a y  with you?" aslced Josh 

"That rn~lst be n ~ y  brotl~er," said Mrs. Goggin, as Reedes, remarking that Mrs. Goggin was literally 

she arose hastily, wit11 a flush of joyot~s expectancy, gasping for hreath. 
and stepped toward the dangerous passageway by "\l:ith me? I go away 1vit11 him ?" 
which the secret camp was reacIwc1, as  reIated in a 1 "Yes, you ailcl Hank." 
former page. "Don't you think so, Josh?" 

\ 

"\Ire haven't seen hinl," replied S a n ~  Gaddley, look- 
"I shall be very glad if it is," returned Josh Reeder, ing nearly as bewildered as his questioners with the 

with a dubious shake of the head, as he drew the am1 state of affairs thus presented. 
of Mrs. Goggii~ within his OII~II. "But I stiII lmie "Then what is the meaning of this word he left 
my misgivings. I can't believe the cap'n.~ortld have me?" asked Mrs. Goggin, rallying; as she drew a slip 
taken leave of us ill that way ~vi t l~out  saying a word, of paper from her pocket and extended it to the new- 
and leaving that scrap of paper stuck on a stick to in- comers. "Quick! what does this mean?" , , 

for111 us of his departure." The two ex-cavalrymen cast swift glances over the 
"But he may have had his reasons, as I keep telling slip of paper, and then recoiled in consternation, Sam 

you," returned Mrs. Goggin. exclaiming : 
"Let's wait and see, Dollie." "It means that you have been cheated ty Bnffalo 
The horsemen were soon near enough to 11e recog- Bill and Ben Letts, who have captured the cap" a d  

nized,~ancl the flush upon the face of Mrs. Goggin carried him off with them !" 
deepened intensel-y. "Buffilo Bill?" gasped Mrs. Coggin. 

"They're Sam and Hank!" she announced, waving 
1 L 

-- 
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"Een Letts?" crietl Josh Iieetler. "Then you didn't 

g o  au7ay with tlle cap'" ?" 
"We go away 1vit11 hiln?" roared Hank Tilkins, 

with an oath. "HOII~ could we? l y e  haven't been 
here till now !" 

"Then where on earth l i a ~ e  you been?" demanded 
Mrs. Goggin, looking more ant1 more bewiltlered. 

"IVe've been in irons and in Fort Harris until 
nearly daybreak," replied Sam. "11-e didn't come here 
with you-no! \\Te were captured 1). Ben Letts an~ l  
Buffalo Bill as we descended fro111 the nortlleast angle 
of the fort, ancl were at once conveyed inside 11y Cor- 
poral Dimn~ick and others in \vaitit1g!" 

"Then you didn't come here with us?" gasped Mrs. 
Goggin, looking ready to sink to the groui~d. 

"That's what I'm telling you-no! million times 
no! The men who came liere in your company were 
Buffalo Bill ant1 Ben Letts! They took our places, 
and came all the ,- way here with you !" 

"And heard all that Iyas said," l~owled Josh Reeder, 
dropping the arm of Mrs. Goggin and stepping about 
wit11 the air of being ganicstriclten. "They rode next 
behind you and the cap'n, Dollie! I noticed they acted 
queerly, and thought they didn't look quite like Sam 
and Hank! I see it all now, Dollie!" 

"Well, it's a pity you didn't see it a little sooner,'' 
returned Mrs. Goggin, almost angrily. "I can now 
see it, too! Those men fell to the rear when we 
reached this camp, and were the last to remain outside 

- - 

-the very last, with the exception of Private J-1-1111- 

yes !" 
"Tlletl all is clear," cried Reeder. "Those illfernal 

intruders have played their.game well. Icnowing t lnt  
they could not come into the light of the camp without 
being recognizecl, they remained on the other side of 
the Lritlge, ant1 have captured your brother, Dollie, 
ant1 carried hinl OR with thetl~ !" 

It was only too evident. 
hIrs. Goggin wrestled wit11 the terrible conviction 

in silence. 

"And with them has gone Private Hillyer," added 
Reeder. "The two scouts and their two prisoners 
are by this time in Fort Harris." 

"By thunder! you're right," cried Sam Gaddley, 
bringing his hand dowt~ on his thigh fiercely. . "Hank 
ancl I struck their trail just this sitle of the Aztec 
Spring-the trail of four horses going eastward. 
Mrhat's tnore, we at oilce leaped to the conclusion that 

. the cap'n llad been captured, and that's why we've rid- 
den so rapidly." 

"Eut how came you here after- being captured a 
secontl time ?" asked Josh Reeder. 

"Oh, Dick Raslter set us free, he having been put 
in charge of hs," answered Sam, "and he and Stubby 
Jobson will be this way in the course of the morning. 
But about the cap'n-" 

"Mre n ~ u s t  fly to his rescue/," exclaimed hfrs. Gog- 
gin, dashing the tears from her eyes. ''1s there not 
m- -. - - 
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a chance, Josh, that we may overtake him before he  
reaches thc fort?" . 

1 6  A very poor one, if any, Dollie," was the ans~\-er. 
"Still, the four-horse trail was not seen the other side 
of the :lztec Spring. If we start i~nn~ediately, and 
the scouts should meet Little Ellc coming ~lor th ,  or  
have other dra\~bacIis, we may possibly overhaul them, 
as they can't g o  at  full speerl \\lit11 those led horses!" 

"Quick, then! Let's be off !" proposed Mrs. Gog- 
gin, with the eagerness of a wild hope. "Let's res- 
cue my brother, even if 1l7e have to smuggle ourscl\-es 
into the fort to do it, and let's also take a terrible re- 
venge on that vile Ben Letts aiitl Buffalo Gill!" 

The  entire c r o ~ v ~ l  was prompt to  ~espontl to this 
appeal, and in a few minutes more were rapidly leav- 
ing the Crater Camp behind them. 

( I  There is, of course, no  occasion to be worrietl 
almut the cap'n," assurcd Josh Reeder, as he took his 
place beside Mrs. Goggin. "Even if tkey get hitn 
back into the gnard-house we can reatlily get into the . , 
fort  to-nigl~t ill sufficient ntinil~ers to save lli~n. 

"01-, jf not, ~ve'll sent1 the fort and everybody in it 
lo l<ingdom comet" declared Mrs. Goggin, in the ac- 
c ~ n t s  of a deadly . resolve. "PVe'll either save my 
brother o r  avenge Ilim!" 

r FURY. 

-.,, 

C H A P T E R  XX. 

The  emotions  villi ~ ~ l l i c l i  Buffalo r s~u  and Beta 
Lctts, in their covert near the -4ztec Spriilg, had lis- 
tened to the cot~versation of Satn Gaddley and Hank 
Tilliins, were equaled only by those of Budd himself. 
I Ie  looked as if his friends had caught him in a coffi~l 
and were encleavorin~ to close the lid upon him. How 

I incliiled his ear in the directiotl of the speakers! If I 

loolis could have killed, they would have died under 
his gaze. 

Thtis \vatching ancl listening, he obeyed the injunc- 
tions of Iiis captors, as {lid Private I-Iillyer, until the 
h\-o ex-cal-alrymen had 'taken their tleparture, and 
thcn hc gave vent to his pent-up feelings in a long 
and disil~al groan. 

"I 111ust say, Finklestone," observed Buffalo Bill, 
conten~plating him wit11 a smile of intense satisfac- 
tion, "that they do not gil-e yo11 a very escellellt char- 
acter !" 

Budd tossed his head disdail~fully, as if to say that 
he was  mot responsible for  the r i e ~ ~ s  of others. 

"Ne\rertlleless," suggested the scout, "they seen1 YD 
I /+.- * 
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le got yo11 clo~vn to a fine point. Are you reallj the spring ant1 brook. "Let's water the horses 
the head of the Ravagers, as Hank Tilkins asserted?" 

Tlle prisol~er s1100li his heat1 wit11 pro~npt ant1 an- The scouts were soon in nlotio~l ~vitli their 
ers, but a sl~adow continued to rest upon the 

"I can't tell you, Ben," he declared, after , 
Another sl~alie. pause, "how anxious I was during those criticdl Irru- 

ind tlidn't you say yesterday that another raid ments. It's very selcloil~ that horses w 
d one of rcnl rctlskins-~voultl soon be forthcom- 

le prisoner tossed his head impatiently, as if to "You think the horses, then-" 
that all such accusations were beneath his no- "Certainly. They did not remain ig 
and that he didn't propose to give then1 a thought. near approach. and it's the strangest tl-lnm in the 

world that a whinny from one side or t \-ell, they've certainly given ~ r l c  a new itlea of 
' declared the scout, "and I'm more and more 

p~easecl every moment wit11 the liberty I took last "M'ell, all this only proves how luck) QIC,  U1ll, 

evening of placing myself in your company without suggested Ben Letts, \vit11 a smile. 
an invitation. Isn't this your view, Ben?" "Perhaps so, but let us hope to be sp, 

risks of that nature, for ~ v e  shall nevc~ uc I ~ V U I C U  t is, Bill !" answered Ben en~phatically. "I 
dn't let this fellow slip through our fingers for a twice in this way, you may be certain.' 

3n dollars!" Striking a smart gallop, the scouts 
course a couple of miles without speaking. "Nor woulcl I, Ben. I 11al.e 110 doubt those ex- 

"Perl~aps you wondered, Ben," then said Buffalo cavalryn~en have reached the correct view of him." 
Bill, as they alloj\~ed their horses to walk at the rise 

The effect of these conficlences upon Eudd Finltle- of a short crest, "that I didn't suggest the capture 
: was at least suggestive. H e  not only writhed of those fellows?" 
ill his bonds, but his face darkened intensely with "Not a t  all, Bill," was the answer. 

-ll*l+y and desperate passions. hands are full already." 
~ncl now to get him safely hived," added Buffalo "True, Ben, but that isn't quite a11 
with smiling content, as he led the way toward doing as I did. Besides bearing in in 
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enough alone,' sand remembering that 'a bird in  hand 
is worth two in the bush,' I also reflected that the 
caI)tnre of those hvo men was a -smious undertaking. 
If we had taken a step in that direction, our prisoners 
nrould have groaner1 their very loudest, and that would 
have put the ex-cavalrymen on their g~mrd.  Next, if 
we 11ac1 g i ~ e n  our xttention to the proposed capture, 
our prisoners wotild have made an effort-and a suc- 
cessful one, no clmibt, with the aid of a few shots- 
to stampede their horses. And, finally, those two 
men, \\lit11 rifles m their hands and a good tree or 
rock between them and us, could have certainly made 
us trouble." 

"I felt that w i r y ,  Bill, without having thought it 
out so fully," said Ben, "and I must add that I am 
glad you adjotlrnecl the capture of that couple to 
some more favorable moment. But wllat if a whinny 
hnd an~~onnced oar presence, Bill ?" 

T"l1 ,  in that case," was the response, ''there would 
have been a very seriorrs s c r i m a g e  this morning at 
Aztec Spring. As to just h o n  it would have ended, 
I will not unc1ertaL-e to say, but I think the Ravagers 
would hale  sustained an irreparable loss !" 

A hollow, snarling sort of groan came from Budd 
Finklestone at this juncture, ancl it n-as echoed by 
Private Hillyer, both prisoners shaking their heads 
vigorously. 

"He means to  say, I presume," interrupted Ben 
Letts, "that we have no right to illtply that h e  is eifher 
The head or a men-iber of the Ravarers l" 

This view was confirmecl by a succession of em- 
  ha tic nods froin both prisoners. 

"liell, he can save lris po~vder," returned Buffalo 
Bill, with smiling scorn. "lVe can take no stock 
whntcver in l l i ~  tlenials. I have no doubt he's the 
chief agent of all the violence ant1 crime we've under- 
taken to wipe out!" 

A veritahIe explosion of ft~rious groans cam 
Bndd Finlilestone at this avowal. 

"I-Ion1 angry he is!" Een could not help saying 
"He must hate us like poison !" 

This riew was fiercely confimied. 
"He hopes to get square with us sooner or later!7P 

pursuetl Ben, sci-utiiiizing the prisoner. 
More confirmations. 
"He'll bm.11 us alive if he ever gets the chance!" 

atldetl Een. 
Furious llods succeeded. 
Eltiffalo Bill smiletl contemptuously, but ere he could 

reply, his gaze fell upon n group of horsemen who hadl 
just come into vie117 a score of rods ahexl, and' were 
approacliin~ a t  sucll an easy pace that no hint had' 
pre~iouslp been giveu of their presence. 

r. I he horsemen were three in nulnber. The one who 
toolr the lead appeal-ed to be about five-and-tmel~ty 
years of age, a116 coultl have been best described as a. 
rural dude, he carrying a fancy riding-whip and' wear- 
ing gloves, an eye-glass, a prcfusion of cnrls ai.rd7 
jewelry, and a suit of check flannel, cut tight a d 1  
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216 Finklestone's  U n a v a i l i n g  Fury. ture, for the trio resumed progress, and the two 
His  bearing was conceited and affected, as also parties were promptly ~vitllin speaking-distance. 

overbearing and insolent, a not uncolllmon combina- Sot ~vis l~ing to be delayed, the scouts saluted 

tion. His appearance suggested ~vealth, but was still strangers by raising their hats politely, but witllout 
more strongly indicative of dissipation. Handsome tlra~ring rein, and ~vo~i ld  have passed without speak- 
but tough would have summarized the impressiotl he ing if left entirely to their original intentions. 
would have produced at an ordinary county fair. The nc~vcomers, llo\irever, did not content then1selves 

Just behind this singular-looking personage rode with returning these salutations, but dr 

two Inen of middle age, of coarse aspect and coarsely ~~es~ous ly ,  wit11 a n  air \v11icI1 sho~vecl t11 

attired, and so freighted \\-it11 tobacco that it appeared to ask a few questions. 

on their chins and shirt-fronts, as well as on their "I beg partloll for t ro~~bl ing  YOU, strangers," said 
beards and it1 the cor~lers of their ~nouths. They the rural tlucle, in a clear but squeaky voice, "but we'd 
arere armed with rifles and rc~.olvers, like their leader, like to I<IIOIV n.Ile~-e we are, if you can tell us." 

and were figuring as deputy sheriffs. The scouts drew rein, anrl Buffalo Bill pointed out 

"So far fro111 Fort I-Iarris!" was his comnlel$. 
"\\'ho made all those tracks ahead of us?" 

"Tlley were inade, sir,'' answered Buffalo Bi 

leader had nothing in con~~non.  a hantl of robbers and deserters !" 
The first glance of the scouts took in the number of The dude paled at the information. 

the newcomers, the secol~d their aspect, and the third "Ancl ~7ot1'1.e been hunting them, gentlemen?" he 
their bearing, and the in~pression resulting from this continued, with swift glances from one prisoner to 

survey was one of quiet indifference, so that they con- 
"\Ire I~ave, sir," replied Bufl tinued to advance precisely as they had been going. 

Not so the nejvcomers. i?t sight of the scouts 
ant1 their priso~lers, the rural tlude started as if 
alarmed, and drew rein with such. violence as to cause 

- associates by worcl and loolc to give him their opitlion "That may depend upon who you are and wl~al  
of what they saw ahead of thern. You're doing," replied Buffalo Bill. "There has been 
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some threatellet1 hereabouts, I:ut yon needn't 
run till you see the enemy." corners was that of the fair girl who had just be- 

"1-1 beg -to ask your advice," s tan~~nered the dude, 
'Las you are evidently posked, and also reliable. We're "What has the father done," resumed Ben Lett% 
all the way from I<entuclcy-"' to whom Buffdo f i l l  naturally left the inquiry. 

"And deputy sheriffs," announced one of his hench- "Done ? He nearly killed me," responded the dude, 

men. with a sudden glow of wrath an& malignancy. u& 

'"'And are looking for a man!" supplemented the sent an ounce ball clear through my body !" 
second deputy sheriff. "For what reason? What provocation did you 

"bVeII-I had paid some attention to his daugh- 
<L For a moonshiner and assassin," declared the first 

"Or tried to!" amended the first hencl;man. 
" ~ m  a fugitive from justice," exclaimed the sec- "Or wooed her witl~. a little too much vigor!" ex- 

"and 1.te're got the guvnor's requisition right here for "And the father forbade you his house?" codnued 
Ben Letts, \vi t l~ a grim sort of smile. 

"And we propose to find him," avowed the dude, 

daughter Imrl previously told- you?" 
"Did you mention the name?" asked Ben Letts, "Yes-he did, sir!"' 

taking part s~iddenly in the conversation, with a tone 
and 111ien which attested a keen in'terest in it. "But you intruded again, and he shot 

"His nan~e  is Clewson-Irby Clewson," replied the "He did, sir, but I've had him indicted. The county 

is Esther!" 

"What! for such a ma11 as that?" exclain~ed Buffaro 
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sions. "jjre'll get out of this, gentlemen, as quick as 
we can !" 

"q~nsible at last !" cried the first deputy. "In \ ~ h &  CHAPTER XXI. - 

on is the fort, stranger ?" I TI-IE CAPTURED DESERTER. 
Berr. hastened. to g-ive hiln full directions. - 
"Thatlks." cried Purliitt. "\I-e won't ur3it to keep 1 Continuing to ride rapidly, the scouts reached the 

you company, as you're consiclerably hampered 1 ; ~  fort by the time the (lark, sunless morning had fully 
those prisoners. Good ~monling. gentlemel~." danned, and were adn~itted by Captain Greyson in 

" G o d  morning!" echoed from both sides. person. 
And the dude and his henchmen rode away at a Not much to their surprise, they found Colonel 

3iveTy pace, without as much as a single glance of re- Narler awaiting then1 just within the entrance, after 
gret behind them. a few hours of that refreshiilp- sleep all army officers 

The sco~tts exchanged congratulatory glances. They lcarn to take so readily whene17er an opportunity is 
felt that they had done at1 excellent thing in talcing offered them. 
the prtrt of the Clewsons, and clown deep in his own The delight he experienced at sight of Budd Pinkle- 
soul Ben Letts had a cqnviction that he had also bees stone Tery naturally found espressioll in the greetings 
ggl~ting his own battle. and congratulations \it11 whicl~ he received the suc- 

cessful masqueraders. 
"I suspected you'd be here early nith good news,'' 

he declared, "and t l~at 's  why you find me waiting. As 
to this man," and he glanced at the crestfallen Finkle- 
stone, "I propose to anchor 11im so tl-rat he will stay." 

Sumtuoning Dimmick, wllo was in waiting, with the 
stripes of am orderly ttpon his sleeve, the co~lmlandant 
ordered the gags to be removed from the m o ~ t h s  of 
the priso~~ers,  who were then sent to the forge under 
stro~lg guard t o  be heavily ironed. 

4 

"Of ,course Hillyer is of no account," remarked the 
colnnel, when the couple were out of hearing, "but I 
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otller by these names .all the while we were witll &llem. 
not nlucll to ECII'S s~~rprise,  but solnewhat to It appears fro111 this letter that they al-e really -brother 

his confL1sion. ''1 laave been aware of his existellce 
and sister, and that their n1otl1cr is litdng." 

wllereabouts for a ~0ullle of weeks past, and "Excellent! You'cl better keep tile letter for fu- 
sllould sellt a squad after hi111 before no\\' if till 

lure reference," said the colonel. 
Ravagers llad ll~ade me less trouble. He's 'wanted 

fie11 Letts extended his hand for the letter l ~ t l l  a 
ill ICentucky, lln~e\-eld, on a very serious charge, anc p~eocc11l~ied air, aud secured it in one of his pockets. 

prospect is that he'll soon be outside of jurisdic- 
"Tile orlly other incicle~lt worthy of a mention,1p 

tioll, a s  two or three deputy ~lleriffs passed through continued the colonel, "is the escape of Salll Gaddley 
here yesterday 011 their way to him." Rank Tilkins, wit11 the assistance of Dick Rasker 

Bell Letts f f ~ ~ ~ l l e d  at  these observations, but he did and Sttlbby Jobson, and you secln to have kilown of 
not care to continue the subject. 1 ,  this event almost a s  soon as- we did. But the two 

"Has anything new happened here in our absesce, 
I 

latter are now in irons in the guard-llouse, in dIe 
colo~lel?" he asked. ~laccs of the two they released, and 111~ich good may 

* ~ 1 \ ~ ~ t l ~ i ~ ~ ~  vely illlportant," was the answer. "Still, 

here are one or two points. I have searched the 
''But what about Sir Hornby FilitlkIestone, cojollel 

hollse of hIrs, Goggin thoroogblg, as roll s1%gested asked Btrffalo Bill. "Has he come out of that sworn 
before leavil1g, alld have found a letter \~hicll may alld give11 you an esplallatioil of his journey t o  Col- 
be useful. Here it is." oratlo ~ I I C ~  of his re la t io~~s to Ruclcl Finklestolle?" 

He passed it to Bllffalo Di!l, n b o  read it alo~ld. It The colonel's face clot~tled. Ere ar;other tt?ord 
was as follows: 

breatllless, with a face that was fiery red writll solne 

come. 
"All. thel-e you are, colcr~iel?" Ire criecl, as he cafight 

TIle sco~lts excllanged %ratified glances, sigllt of the comm-andant; and, hardly noticing the 
turned to the colonel, \v.vho cried : Presence of the scouts, he co~itn~aecI : 

"Ah! it strikes you as importallt ?" "yon coulcl never guess wha't ,has h a p p e d .  Sir 
"Very,*' ans\3~ered Buffalo Bill. "Dollie is Mrs. 

Rornl~y has disappeared'!" 
Goggin, and Dorus is Finlilesto~~e! They called @c' / -7 

-- 
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supllose, in regartl to his re]: 
\TO, colonel," as stone, ji we n ~ a y  still 
IS. "I've looked, name ?" clueried the colollel. 
race Of hiln ally\\,llerc n e  cuitfilll t be more 

~pened to "No, sir--nor about a~jytl, . He was so 
Out of the way if weal< and nervous rly out of his 

llow him ! Come and se in fact-tllat I should have been the 
1 and fled. In\-iting the acvL1ia, by a ges- 
,pany hilm, the colooel led the way raf 

principles of lily professional duty to have clues- 
tiOned him, o r  allowed him to be questioned. I wanted idly up-sralrs, hastenillg t o  verify the stlrl'rising 

- the scene of the baronet'- 
'liln get a t  least a ~I10rt l la tura~ sleep, with the bene- 

a1 inspec cine I had given him, before proceed- 
ce. ~ T Y  suggested. T o  this end, I had s& 

, ,,,, , handsol a'vay all watchers a11tl attendants, and had thrown 
1 been a 

11 hedror ken," sa 
"And 3~ 11 15 1111possible to say lust how o r  r,,llrll 

is is the route 1 
m e  of t' he ~~anished,"  commented the cc ant, in a voice 

;ndant, raising t intlicative of the lceenest regre t one thing is 
nuows, \vhicl~ was found to 1~ u~ ~lear-his tlisappearance is ill 3cl,3t: the work of the scouts ill chor~1s. B~ldd Finklestone. Haling beell other, 

e lloLlse be i~lg  in the shadow," PUP 
for, Budc! can ha1.e had no chance, 

ea c n , , l m a l r u ~ ~ ~ t ~  "Sir l-Iornl~y was able to lo"'el 
L1nsee11, the three selltries the intention YOU heard him expressing." 

"Tllat's clear enough, colol ,, to his safekeeping beil'g urned Buffalo 
Bill. "But hour is it that no 011 en the baronet 

three aoors, Irullr ~ I I C I  rear an(1 the other side' Pass the gate or the wan' : s ma~ te  search ' ' ' 

ut why s~loLlld he take leare of us in such an 
the fort, and inquire." 

lrenlonio~ls fasllion? IS he O L I ~  of head, docto' 
The proposition was 

cCT LL:.. k not," allswered Doctor Pawlett. 
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callle of it. The fact of the baronet's disappearance posed visi.t to the mysterious headquarters of the R ~ ~ -  
frolll the fort, as well as from the colonel's house, was agers. 
fullg established, but not the least clue was gained as *'All r k h t ,  colonel,': replied Buffalo Bill, after con- 
to ally, where, or how the distinguished gentleman had suiting Ben with a glance. "Jlre'll take the rest sug- 
vanished. gested. if you'll send a detachment under Captain 

"I,Yell, this is awkward enough," corn~llented the Greyson o r  some other competent leader to  seize M ~ ~ .  
commandant, when he and the scouts had returned to Goggin and her friends at the Crater, in case they are 
the parlor, and Doctor Parvlett had gone away by him& still there." 

self to contillue the inquiry in the village or else- "It shall be done, 11s. Cody," retunled the colonel. 
where. "1 so much wanted to hear what he had to "Possibly 1'11 go myself, as I need a change frolll the 

say! can have beell his motive in taking such close confinement of tlze last week or tnio. Be that 
a secret and untimely start ?" as it lllay, force in question shall start imnledi- 

I I  Tllere are explanations, ~ ~ l ~ l l e l , "  suggested ately. 

Buffalo Bill thougl~tfully. "The baronet may still be "~'jh, breakfast," he added, catching sight of a ges- 

out of his head, and under the in~pressioll that he is ture from his ~vife. \\rho l ~ a d  been busy in the dining- 

flying for  his life, as he certainl~r \tras at the nlonlent room. "Come, gentlemen." 

of his advent. O r  he may 11ave heard that Budd The ScoLlts follo~ved him to the table, takhlg their 

Filklestone is in high favor here, and SO felt that he places. Tlley ate rather lightly, as rjras their wont in 

had got out of the frying-pan into the fire. Or, Pas- graI1e ~ i r ~ ~ l m ~ t a n ~ e s ,  and then took their way t~ the 

sibly, he may have pressing business or outside toll- side veranda \vith the colonel to enjoy a cigar 

nectisns of -\?ihich we know notl~ing." start their digestiol~ before retiring to their slumbers. 

"In any case, he's out of our keeping for the pres- They had barely seated themselves, however, in 

ent," concluded the colonel regretfully. "It only re- the rustic armchairs at their disposal, when the co]o- 

mains to turn our attention upoil other matters. To riel saw his ne\V 0rtlerly approaching from the direc- 
tion of the main entrance of the fort. 

begin mit l~,  Mr. Cody, you and Een 1n11st get to bed "If YO11 please, colonel," announced Dimmick, 
soon, and spend a good share of the day in sleep." "Sheriff lvatrous is here, and is very allxious to see 

This suggestion was perfectly in harmony wit11 WOLI." 

the wishes and intentions of the scouts, as they ~I.ere "Let lli111 c0111e in, Dimmicl<." 
conscious of needing sucl~ a preparation for tlicir pro- L 14 

That's what I've done, sir. As I know you always 
s&-- - -  - ---  - -  - 
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hirn, whatever may be the presstlre of b ~ l s i l l e s ~ ~  

I have passed l l i~n  in ~vitll his dep~lties- ' 
[.Tllat cron-d a t  the gate?" interrupted the colonel, C'I-I.&\l'-ITR X X i .  

looking ill the clirection intlicated. 
"yes, sir. qyley ;I capturecl deserter, who JaICK BOSSY'S RI3VELATIONS. 

has heen alltl is dying, ant1 I V ~ O  has very im~ortal l t  
' h e  commandant advanced cluickly t o ~ i a r ~ ]  

revelations to lllalie to you concerning 6ucld J?illkle- itol-, lvh0 hacl appeared at  the heels of DilllllljC~ 
s t o ~ ? ~ . "  tile scouts Ilastenctl to folio\\- him ant1 give 

".\11 Dimmicl;," returned tlie commandant, attention to the scene ~ ~ ~ l ~ i c h  had thus be, au11 t 
motiOnillg tile orderly to remaili. and arisillg all(\ ~ e l o p .  

J leading the ma!. from the veranda. "Come, gentle- 
"I am glad to see you again, shel*ift'," greete 

men,97 and lie beckonetl to the S C O L ~ ~ S .  "I dare say 
colollel, as  he shook liantls ~vitll the nen.comer, ~ I I P ~ ?  

prolllised relrelations will prOIre to be of as ill- 
he presented the sheriff. \\-110 n-as a man of forl  

terest to  you as to me." 
I ble proportions, but o i  kindly eye ant1 mien, 1 

glleStS, continuing : 
"But, what's up?  Something out of t 

I have no doubt." 
"Quite So, colonel," acl;no\vledged the sheriff, 

bill% his hands nervously together and tllell \v: 
one of them toward a group that \\-as s lo \~ ly  appr, 
ing fro111 the direction of the principal entrance. "T-- 

a \jrord1 I've capturecl that runaway soldier \yho 
upon Captain Greyson a couple of weeks since !" 

1 ''Yo11 have?" rejoined the commandant, his 
hrn ing  cluickly upon the approaching party. 
glad to hear it-very! That Jack Bossy is a 
ma te  and dangerous fellow, and has long 
!nd of trouble. But-~vhat ails I~irn ?" 

"Oh, I had t o  s l~oot  him to get him," expjalnec 

tl the  
. . 

mitla- 
o his 

I run, 

eyes 
rrI'lll 
des- 
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sheriff. "He fired upon us repeatedly. and would Jack BOSSY'S Revelations. 235 
have emptied a collple of revolvers into us if I hadn't '*I don't blame the sheriff. But I didn't want to 
been lucky enotlgh to disable Ililll." back here." 

TIle llrisoner \\as 1,rought nearer. H e  lay upotl. 
needn't have felt that way, Jack," assured the 

amly blanket, n.hic11 was held at the four corners 1 1 ~  comn~andant. "Haven't 1 always used you well, and 
two of the deputies. His face, althougll even made more allowance for you than I ought to 
tanned by the s t ~ n  and covered by a sllort, sttlljl)~ 

I 
have done?" 

beard, \\,as strangely pale, as if he had lost nearly all "True, colonel; and that's why I want to tell you 
tile blood in his veins, and his aspect was unnlistaka" sometlling before I ~iie," declared the prisoner, in a 
bly that of a man near his end. voice which seemed to fail with every \irord. "1 didn't 

"Has the doctor see11 him?" demanded the corn- 
1 m7ant to be brought back here to stand trial for shoot- 

mznc\alt tersely, as tlie deputies deposited their bur- ing a t  Cap'n Greyson, for I know how serious that 
den at liis feet. sort of business is, but 1‘11 do yorl a last good turn, 

"NO, colonel," answered the prisoner, speaking for coloner, as an  offset for the trouble I've givm ~ 0 ~ 7 .  1 
I llinIself before any one else C O L I ~ ~ .  "lvhat's the use?" 

want to tell YOU about Bndd Finklestone." 
H~ \\.it11 such difficulty and in S L I C ~  a broken The commandant bowed gravely, and the scouts 

that only a strong vill co~lld have enabled him to bent nearer, marking the death-stricken hue of the 
speak at all. features before them. 

11 

L ( ~  don't lva~lt 110 doctor," lie added. "Jack Bossy 1-Ie is very low," said Buffalo Bill, producing a 
kllows as lVell what's tlie matter as if forty doctors flask- from his pocket. "He had better have a drop 
had told him." of brandy." 

He I)aused, gasping for breath. H e  suited his action to the word, ancl the effect 

sorry to see you in this fix, Jack," said the was q~lickly beneficial, the sufferer opening his eyes 

commandallt kindly, stooping to wipe the 
and rousing himself. 

frothy lips "You're badly hurt." "Thanks," he said, in a feeble voice. "Ifs all ow- 

" ~ t  llr\.as his fault, colonel," exclaimec~ Sheriff illg to Bndd Finklestone that I've reached such a n  end. 

WTatrous. "He wouldn't stop when I~alted, nor sur- I was happy and contented until lue began saying to 
me, as he says to everybody else: 'Why should you render when sa r ro~~~~c led . "  
be w0rkecI to death for thirteen dollars a month? \Why 

"Tllat's all true, colonel," confirmed the dying *an* 
I = -- , should you go out and be killed because of a few red- , 

skins and raiders? Why shouldn't you take khi11g-s 
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lei, 1s the sort of language that man is. 
and that ,o many of us have be- 
lted and )us. That's why there 

uble In the fort lately and so 

have Elk arc agreed between 
this vil 1 fort and every1 

Sheriff \ \ r a t ro~~s  Stzvta" --,~l~ailglng a surprised 
look with the ( d the11 said : 

"There's son olol~el. Little E 
his reservatioll L L * , , ~  .go, and is no~v  enc; 
with forty or lruly young bucks, at ( 

Butte, \vithin a )r fifteen miles of us." 
I 6 Incleed ?" ejdcularec' ' )lonel, 1( 

noyecl as astonished. " ccuse do1 
being off his resenratio 

I t  Oh, one of those eternal olcl stories of wishing to 

trade cattle or  ponies with another tribe," replied the 
sheriff, "and when that emuse is played out they'll 
say they're going to the Crorvs for a new supply of 

herbs and roots for medicine. I've sent a messenger 
to Colnlnissioner Abbott to tell him that he and the 
old clliefs must look after these young 
a111 still in hopes that Little Elk will re 
to the reservation. Rleanw-hile, you had ,,,,,, , 
out pickets, colonel, to make sure that t 
too near the fort or village unseen." 

"That's good advice, colonel," C O ~ ~ ~ I C I ~ L C C ~  

Bossy, whose voice had sunk to a n 
"Budd Finklestone has long been stirrin< 
skins on the Navajo and other reservations, ar.- .., 
says he can put s of the1 
arty moment !" 
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"Can the rascal r,eally have such influence, colonel?" 
asked the former. "How long has he been here?" 

"About six nlonths," was the answer. 
"Was he alone when he enlisted?" 
"No. There was a considerable crowd with him- 

some ten or a dozen." 
"And they came from nowhere in particular?" 
"I understood they came off from some railroad to  

the eastward." 
"Where is he now ?" pursued the sheriff. 
"In the guard-house." 
"Then you've begun to smoke him out?" 
"It looks that way, certainly." 
"His conduct has always been fight?" 
"Or, rather, we've only just discovered to the con- 

trary." 
"He claimed to  be somebody of consequence, didn't 

he ?" 
- "The son of an English baronet-yes." 

"But there's nothing in that claim?" 
"Nothing-if I escept a mystery, the precise nature 

of which is not yet apparent." 
"He has no right to  the name of Finklestone?" 
"None whatever. There is a woman here, how- 

ever, in the village, who claims to be his sister." 
"Mrs. Goggin, you mean?" 
"Yes, Mrs. Goggin." 
"She really is Budd's sister," assured Jack Bossy, 

again taking part in the conversation. "At least he 
told me so-and so did she. She has been in the fort 

Jack Bossy's Revelations. 
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often-but a l lvqs  secretly, with few exceptions. slle 
Share all her brother's secrets-and is as had as Ile 

The feeble, broken voice llad now becolne at times 

allnost inaudible. But the l~risoner struggled his 
rapidly failing forces, and continue~l: 

< I  

There is a real Budd Finklestone-hat 11, is a pris- 
om---in the hands of this deadly impostor! so is 
Alice I(iflg. So is Sarah Gannett and otllers. TI1eyrre 

. confilled at a place caller1 the Quadra:,,~~le-lvhi~l~ is so 
named because it is where-the State joins the three 
territories ~011th and west. The Q~ladrangle is the 
real llome of the Ravagers. They live there like 
princes-011 what they steal !" 

' 1 

1s the place known by any other name, Jack?" 
a&d the commandant. 

"No, c o h e l .  For  the reason-as they say-tIlat 
it's yet large enough-or because tl~ey've not yet 
decicled-nrhat to call it. They pretend to be honest. 
T11e~~ couldn't lire there-if not all right ilrith Little 
Elk and ot l~er  chiefs. Such a llorrible lot as they are! 

Tllere's a road undergroonrl, colonel. I've heen 
there." 

The conn~~aodant exchatlged glances with the scouts, 
as if  a little disturbed by the manifest want of co- 
llerency in Jack's cleclamtio~~s, but the good faith 
and earnestness with ~vhich he struggled to finish them 
was too evident not to find acceptance, as he continued, 
in a gasping voice : 

I<  He-has often told me, colonel-that he intends 
0 wipe out this fort and village so thoroughly-that 
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in an up-lliu business. 111 fact, had ideas a' en- Taking Stern Measures. 237 
tirely different orcler fronl those essential to Price 

]lac1 pair1 for it was a iayge one, 
and anxious, wit11 his tllougl1ts turning 'On- cu'l'ideriog 

time and place, brlt it was all he 
rtalltly to 

llills in  \vllich he had e n c o ~ l l l t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  X had pait]. 
I -. 

it was 
for llinl to reach the collclusion 'Ie 'lorse 'la(' sllo~l'n Speed and endurance of no 

further 
attempt on llis part to WOO the drowsy god common oycler. Giving it a slnall of oats, Ben b coLlld onlJ, 

in failure. The outcorne Of a lo llollse and made a 
elaborate 

of affairs can be readily foreseen. ' U i l e t ~  n-llicll i11cltlclecl a an(] 
a linen shirt, ivith 

Gaining his feet quietly, 
he wrote a few lines Of necktie ancl collar. 

d planation to his 
leaving them J ' ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  'J. the 

he llacl talcen a final loolc in a small 
ti,ould be foulld later. fna@l-ite steed Jlad finished its alld 

In another minute he was ready for ""' for  a drinlc of lvater, ,,.hich Ben 
gave it. 

Telnoral of his boots, coat, and vest being as far as it . ~ I I C !  led it oat, closing his 

he 
proceeded in the task of mldressing. 'lipping I """ ~ n o ~ l n t ~ d  alld rode 

dowll-stairs, he resumed possessioa Of his rifle' His course the cane that he 
B~~~~~~ Bill l 

and unseen, 
left the fort, nralking 'lac' tl1e prer.ious e\reniog ll,it. 

.the Ravagers. 
to his o\~,rll little d\vellillg. 

I In 
bo;lncl for the rgion of u,hich 

Z\lllcll to his relief, lie foutlcl ever).tlling 
as 'le Estller C1el,.son 

was the princess and priestess. 

had left it. a little less than all hour and ., half in 
.\ wllinnv from tile rude shed be as a 1 reaclling the Spot 

where he had taken leare of ,ihded lljln tllat l1e was an~iously  a\vaited 'I1 "la' I and 'Iere he llis rifle, as slle had sLrggestecl, tlffn 
thither he went. 

continuing to 
adrilnce ill the sllppose~ direction of 

Here 
the horse he had used the P ~ ~ " ~ ~ ~ ' ~  eve- the e t ~ ~ h a n t r e s ~ .  

.illg, and 11astened to feed it. 
To his great 

but not much to llis 

Openillg a secret door, a second horse 
to jtlclged 

Esther ljy l]imself-he soon heard 
gaze, greetillg him \\rith a glallce that a s k u r r y i n ~  of nimble legs and a bounding of agile 

human in i ts  gentle intelligei~ce. This horse' at no gre~t1c1istztnce ahead of hirn, and three 
of \,,~licll lie had said notllillg to an). 

save b l o o d l l o ~ l ~ ( ~ ~  lnacle their appearance, grreting 
him 

Eill, alld \rllich he had possessed ollb a was a friencl. 
4 i  

, nc a beauty. - thoronghl,i-ed. yOUng and - 

--- - 
-- 
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Ben are so an~ io l l s  to know ho,v 
a fix. We can't even form a ,- 

paws on the wIrHsl 
O$ his horse- ib'yhel-e's "'ystery- w h a t  can a genera] have aone t, 

"lat lerrible manner, boLlncl and gagged 
youllg Illistress 

\\'here is Esther?' :d in the 1 I You 
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tell l l ~ u ~ l t i ~ l g  
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as S O 0  
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olle aften 

,he allpeared, ""dowing prof 
ou 

d 
t'vo montlls ago, and he llarl 

a little cllat 
alld Bell, while Iie ate a piece of pie and dr 

mint~te they were st 
, beell llarC1 to say ~ ~ h i c '  of th' 

I a glass 
of milk. N ~ ~ L I ~ ~ I I ~  enougl], Ile gal,e some 

bilnself, saying tIlat llc Ivan a general in 
most josous. I \yere the 1 and had heen sent ]]ere 

secwtly fro,,, \Va "\That pleasure he seized jngton llL1nt Lip sundry 
,,.bo had beco x,.or~s wit11 which E cn xlIcL , cL,abL. .- to his lips troublesome. Since then - 

: lne again S 1leard about 1 1 but he kept the i ion to himself ur 
this morning for fear of 
but 1j.e norv sllppose tile 

X father and II.,, 

Lrtic~~larly, Mr. :sther. I 'm general n1L1st be the Rarrag< 
rticularly, Be", ') especially 'Valking besiie Esther, 

en to evervbody, and ver Iturecl to take ha- "" gently in 11is olvl,, ,,.it 
ence, or  innocent sort of bol 

I was not forced to remain 'veil, he has been ]]ere four tim 
'gTllen I all1 vc 

Esther," sa'd 
"1s there allything wrO1lg? occasion, that bushless broLlgnt ,,,, llS' he co~lld not refrain from payil,g his re 

Spects. I did not see him the last tlvo times be ,var 
q t ' s  all on at isther, facing 'lere* for the reason that I did not like 

lool:$ Cndv \yere c ~ m e ~ l ~ l x  L" the fort c l ~ a t h e l '  Or flis actiong ~ i ~ k  
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&s. M~steriorrs Hatnlet 
The &lysteri0us Hamlet< "" 

fact that ' W ~ I O O ~ - ~ ~ ~ '  and 'Bad Medicine, 

did slloot pLlrliiLt, but under such c i r c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ! has snnL1ggled llimseli 
into your rustic under the 

ally rjgllt-l17incled man 111~15t aI'Pruvr 
"le ad"' ! ''"we title of 'General. , J  

uColonel aYler mentioned-probably upon 
*' 

hearers stared at him, literally gasping for 

chatter of the 
I~ayters-tllat ~ 0 ~ 1 '  fatller is a moon- reath. 

1' 

sl,iller,fi said Ben frankly. "\\.llat tri*ll is there W1lat C'lL ).OU nleall?" asked the brother. 
4'J11st lvhat I tell you, ~ r .  ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ .  

The man Buf- any, 1 -  ~t-tts," nras the brother's 'lo 
and I captL1red last *light, and 

is known 
,,Falher 

has indeed tall<ed lll00llslline and 'irllisky, l'" 'O" as 'the general,' is really the chief 
of the Kara- 

merely \vjth idea of offering an excuse for  "'Y 2rs. " 

ill this 
to conccd the fact that Ive 

. l,icling from the lIa\*ers and purkitt." 
~ . ~ , i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ l ,  ~ i t e  right," commented Ben Letts. 

to \..llat else there is to be said about '"*" pur- 
"But' 

resumed Ben, Unve non, have the 
~ l ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ,  “t11e record would hardly a ' miscreant 

'hived' at Fort J - J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  and is little like'ihood 
that he will ever intrude 

upon you thilnble. Like. so many others hereabouts, we 
' again. His 'leadquarters, as Itve just learned, are a t  

squattecj upon a piece of land which has not been 

surlreyed, and of course we shall till the same 

year and raise all mre want. 3feanwhile, a 

cow and a few cl~icken~, not to  of three 

k,orses. \ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  lluj]t a fairly 
house an OVt- 

,o~the-,vay place, have stores enough in it to carry 

spring, or the money to Procure 
that 

Nor klloming what minute Purkitl would ar- 

I\,e are in a fair \vay to live comfol*abl~~ even with''t explained young Clewson, "father and I 

'lored the col1nl1-y betsreen llere and the 
yo'1 name. We 

even tempted to  to 

only one dralvback to yoiir situation, as 1 see." 

"hnd that, Ben !" Esther. - 
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'lam ! the Young investigator again found 
IN A STRANGE H O U S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ '  

Ive are at  least learning that the place is*not 
I The door \vas soon drawn ajar by a 

faded young 
deserted as it looks," said Ben, 

as lE strL1ck out ill a wrapper, "1'0 peered out very for the third house. 
be discouraged.,, The third soon received his at te~tion,  and it 

want to see the 
represe"tative 

"'as Opened on the i~~s tan t ,  as i f  the orcLlpallt of 
place,,, allnoul,ced ~ e i l  

Letts, xvitl1 nlost l'OL1se bad 
been attentive t0 the unwonted arrival. This 

and unconcerned air. I was a very old lvoman, and ,-lose beh,ind her 
The stared at still I Sblcl a YoLlng girl of a dozell years. 

don,t kno\v \vhat 
you meail, sir!" she "I 

to find the captain's sister, M ~ ~ .  Goggin,,, 
captaid - What represenfat:ve? I don't 

know 
said 

boiving politely. "In \vhich of these houses 
anything 

about them. ~ 0 ~ 1 ' 1 1  have to eXCLlse sir!" 
does she live " 

I s he  closed the door in his face. 

~(14rell, 
and sweet,' Clew," said Ben to 

he 'Id 'vonlan stared a t  her 
long ' to count twenty, and then shoolc her had slow- his associate, as he passed him on his to the next * ly. 

I 
door, "1'11 try again." 

The next house \"as close at hallcl, and in another I "Mrs. Goggin ?" she repeated. "The ? I 
instant B~~ was again knocking for admittance' There I sir." heard of them. 1 don't know lr~lo you 

was some delay 
the response, but at lengh the 

door was opened a 
couple of inches, and a little Old She gal a jerky nod of dismissal, dosing the  

door. ,,, with one eye alld one arm looked outL'nqoiring'" 
fear 1 y v e  &.=taken the hoUS6, sir," said Ben'-smi- I Crossing the street to a fourth door, again 

ling and bowing, "but I wish to find same One here knocked loudly. * somewhat marked delay follo%,Jed, 
who has authority to act for the captain'" but at last a voice called from within: 
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1, a S t r a n g e  Household .  - --- 
a_ 

“Walk in, sir," invited the won~a~l ,  ~ ' a v i n g  a j e a  In a S t r a n g e  Household;  
eled hand, and follo\\ring Clew into Bell's Presence. POStor. DO1lie and Dorus 110tIl regret exceedingly 
"Please be seated." ti'at have not yet been able to lnake any suitlblc clew accepted tile illvitation, but ~vithout ullslinging response this epistle but they desired me to say 
his as he sal\l that his leader had lllade 110 move d 'hat they both be here rvithoL1t fail in the cgirse in that direction, li7hile the strange llostess Planted her- 

Of the evening. \Vhere colt that lettfi be?" self ill an easy attitude near Cen, and colltelll~lated his I<  

Oh, never mind it now, sir," said the ,%,onlan, with proceedillgs l,,ith eagerness and anxiety, as he searched 

and for the letter \r-hose esistellce he Ilad in- 
a gracio~ls air, handing back the letter, upon 
which she had lrestpaed a single glance of recognition, 

l' 
vented. < 1 

6 I ~ t ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~  lyllere tllat letter can be !" he muttered$ as 
.Is you You IliLlst be all right, or my last 

I letter to mY (laughter \\6~1ld not be in  yoor possession. 
'r 

a flood of perspiratioll began to bead his forelleacl* 
The one J'ou seek rllay be in your saddle-bags." thrust jlis hands into his pockets with 

perate energy. <'Did I give it to J'oL1, parcl?" Ben ~trllck an air of relief, looking as if the sug- 
I gestion were an inspiration. 

"-perhaps yoL1 did," ansmrered Cleur, arising alld be- ( < 

1 
That's it, sure enough!" he cried. 1 1 ~ 7 ~ 1  go and get gillnillg to seardl, ~om~rehendiog.  that this suggestion it." 

I rnigl1t be preliminary to ~0111etlling 
I daugllter is well, yo11 said?" questioned the Iie lllatle a move toward the door. 

"hTc\rer lnilld it jllst now," said the \voman, a smilu witll a11 air of being mo\red llJ' her excitement 
intended to be pleasallt appearing upon her counte- 

.!I to  say somethitig. 
Ilance for the first time since the arrival of her 

!I. 8 a ~ ~ i ~ ~  replied Ben, lookillg 111ore closely at 
alld lloticing noiv a nlarlced resemblance to both ''we'11 go to the stable together to fetch it later. R ~ -  

I "love your arllls and yollr overcoats, gentlemen, and klestone hlrs. Goggio. "Ah, perllal)s it is 
"Ice possession here, making yoursel~res as comfortable H~ drew out a package of several letters, and be- 
as possible. I'm a,bout t~ have my aftenloon tea served 

gall rutini~lg them over. 
" l q e r e y s  yoLlrs, to begill ~trith,': he said, \lrith his lnos' and shall be glad if you will join me. E~~~~~ 

'I:'? a 111il:lent rvllile I give the necessary orders.,. insinuating air, as he banded the \\.onIan letter tb 

colonel bad f o ~ ~ i l d  in the h0Llse Of l l r s .  Goggin. c'Th' bowed herself out with ponderous grace, going 

fact that Dollie gives me such a l11essage to Iceep toward the rear Of the d~velling. Then the daring in- 
I truders -changed glances, Ben's being one of triumph, at least assure you, my dear madam, that 1 am no im- I I 

4- - 
-\- -. - 

al1d Clew's an inquiry. ' 
's "All I know distinctly," then said Ben, in ansbver I t  
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In 3 Strange Household 
Ben 'leivson* and I am Ben Letts. \ve .lave not 

proportion to his body, as  is the case wit11 the limbs f ' ' l ~ ' l ' a l l~  j"ine~l tlle b r ~ t l l ~ ~ ] ~ ~ ~ d ,  
are in a 

of species of spiders way lo do so, as I have beell pa,. 'lng attention to D~ 
The +itors arose at the entrance of the c o ~ l ~ l e  and lla\'e foi~nd fairor in  her sight.,, 

(I  

inclined t.lenlselves wjth a smiling ease that very leiv 'Ite 'voi-dy Mr. Letts." said the 
in a ha men could have attained under such circumstances. discorclant voice. "YOU haire beeen in the cavalry ? 

6 ‘ ~ e r e  comes my afternoon lunch, gentlemen*" said "Yes, sir." 
(i 

the holding the door open to admit a lol'g- You haire been here before ?,' 
r <  

leaved table which was borne by a couple Qf In tllis hcautif~l~ 
< i 

Mexican servants, who w0~11d have beell called Fonas 
, 

here with Colollel Nayler, on one of 
in their o,vn country. "1 have added a substantial dish scouts ?" 

ii 

or two in of your long ride, but we'11 Ah* ).OL1 recognize me? ~~~d ! yes, I 
he have a good dinner later. I serve it here your Like Josll Reedel; 

Gaddley, and so many of yc 
I 

account, too, instead of in the dining-roony, as  "lish best 
1i.e 11.1~1 my day alnolg the troope 

to be by ourselves, of course, i n  Order to "Ik but hope fact will not be at all to my disadva 
freely, my servants speaking English." *age in the neiv r61e ~ ' v e  undertaken.,* 

E~~~ these few words \irere being uttered, He 'gain hinlself, the ,ilonlan smiled I 

tleo,,as the leases of the table and placed unreserlledly upon him. I 
6 i 

four co.;ers, and they now retired in silence. not," she said. , 
( I  

~~~i~~ this interval the dwarf had taken Or 
not," repeated the dl1rsrf, as a modiBc; 

three tmS in roolm with a stalking, theatrical for the better J~ecan~e  apparent in the grim, su! 
as if trying to give 11imseIf the dignity of his saber, picious outlines of his I~icIeo~l~ countenance. 'Lure re I 
but he strode promptly' to the side of the \i1olnan the cruit O u r  friends, of course, \\.herever ,,, can. Yo 
moment the door had closed upon the savants. a Of frankness, young man, as wreX 
act, like all his actions, and even like his acco~1terments~ ton Ilras saying." 

( r  
a lllarked imgession on the visitors. H e  looker' An'1 reminds me,'' said the lvoman, \,,ith : 

and tuoved, in fact, as if he were at home1 and Inaster Of jeweled hand that nras meant to 
of his household. ('I must tell.you rvho ure are, as an ackllowl- 

"The present moment, madam," said  en ~ e t t s ,  as edment your politeness. I all1 hills w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  and 
tile visitors again inclined tlremse~ves, "is a good One she 

herself, "and this gentleman," she illdi. 
for a brief mention as  to T V ~ O  IVe are. MY friend is 

: yet 
fair 

rllie, 

his 

re. 
lur 
rs, 
11- 



e dwarf 
husbanc . r - -  

inclinatic 
I now tc . . 

by a se 
I." . 
kl~o~vled 

d the w 

gecl the 

1 the ail 
ungainly 

- of a 
hand 

A 

pred 
crea: 
mnt.. 

ycclll 

seen 
had 

APTER 

H T  I N  

I the mr evcnts hat1 been teticllng a t  Fort 
ris to  g r  plications. 
he new7 clay had ~~rovet l  to 1)c 2 repetition of it! 
e~essor,  lually gl 

se of clc dl and j 

, , U L L , ~ ~  was C . ~ C L I I C I I I I ~  her forces ror some trc 

but grac 
)ud, win 
-..~l---:--. 

'en. to e> CII an in 
gest tha 

ayler re1 
I P 3 -  

* 

I due cor irse fror 
. . 

. IVII  ru cue  rarer  amp, Dut reported tli: 
nothing of Mrs. Goggi ie Rava: 

been obliged to content 1- ,.it11 burn 
hllildings and the firewood 
warr 

Dl 
COIIT! 

n-his 
Ben 

to  at 
B u 

until 
Mrs. 

n them. 
att Snlil( is three : 

: mornin 
hich the 
it they r 

lg from 
:y hat1 i 
clnainetl 
~lonel N; 
.sin that 

n and tl 

t of the 
at the 

~yler  hat1 
he cons 

:mendou: 

n his es. 
it he hac 
:ers, allc 
ling theil 

im. 
le  again 

Nayler - - -- 
were sul o see liir n alone. - 

-. 



274 Caught in the Act. 
"Ben has gone away," lie announced,, in answer to 

their eager questions. "In fact, lie left this morning, 

with a few- \vords of explanation to tlie effect tliat he 
couldn't sleep, and might as ~vell  v'isit the charming 
daogliter of the wilderness of whom I was telling you, - 

colonel." I 

"But ~vlien is lie coming back, Mr. Cody?" 
"I-Ie doesn't undertake to say, colonel. Here is his 

note, and all I can make out of it is what I've stated." 
That. indeed, was all that coulcl be made of it: - 

"Rot ]nay lie not get into sonle danger in tliat neigh- 
borhood?" asked the colonel, as he handed back Ben's 
note. 

"Hardly, but I'm not without a fear that he'll strike 
ol:t for tlie Quadrangle. He's capable of that or any 
other rashness. H ~ W  about Sheriff Watrous and his 
prisoner ?" 

"The sheriff has not yet appeared," replied Colonel 
Nayler, "brit lie may be looked for at  any moment, if 
his plans liave been carried out according to his intee- 
tions. TVe've all hat1 rli~uler, of course, but we've 
kept yours ready. Come to the dining-roorn." 

Buffalo Bill liesitatecl barely lorig enough for his 
hesitation to be perceptible. a 

"I would wait for Ben, and even for Sheriff Wat- 
rous, if there was. any certainty as to the niornent of 
their coming," he then said. "As the case stands, 1 
may as \\re11 have my dinner, and have it out of the 
\KIV." 

* b colc!:el arid Mrs. Nayler remained in the dining- 

- - 
C - 
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room with him while Ire ate dinner, and even Zelli 
came in two or  three times, with fresli supplies a 
warm food, exhibiting a keen desire to rnake the dis 
tinguishecl guest as  comfortable as possibIe. 

A visit to the secret tunnel under the guard-l~ousl 
s~~cceedecl the dinner, and Buffalo Eill could not lie11 
wondering that such a work could Ii&e been execute( 
11-ithout the h~io~vledge of the colonel or any of hi: 
officers. 

"It shanrs how well the rascals are organized," hi 
declaretl; after a discussion of the various facts in tht 
case, "and gives us a pretty strong hint to remain 01 

our guard or  n7e may again be caught napping." 

Returning to the side veranda, the colonel and his 
guest ~vaitecl in vain for the arrival of Ben Letts anc 
the sheriff until night again made its appearhnce. 

Eut there was nothing anxious in this waiting. 
( I  Eeri knows that everything is all right Iiere." saic 

the colnnel, in response to an expression of solicitude 
from Mrs. Nayler, " a d  it's perfectly natural tliat he 
shonld take a little time to cultivate the acquaintance 
of the enchantress he seems to liave encountered in. the 
I ~ I o ~ I I I ~ F . ~ ~ ~ . "  

Buffalo Eill nodded and smiled liis approval of this 
opinion. nlith which he agreed cordially. 

I l  But .what ahout tl-rose secret n~iiies, colonel ?" he 

dcmancled. "Have yo11 found the~;u~ ?" 
"Not tlie least trace of them, l t r .  Cody, although 

three or  four of us liave been giving cons:ant attention 
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Caught in the Act. 
died, as the heroes of a hard-i0ught battle, but r h e ~  
were none tho less dangerous. their rifles on their arms and hastened to come f ,  

'i ~t sight of them, Colonel Nayler could not repress ward. 
4 I I 

a loud rnclamation of joy. The three in the How you are, sheriff," cried the 1 

tmed quicl<ly, as was natural, to see what SO mandant, offering his hand to WatroLls and nodding 

moved him. 
to two deputies, "it's unnecessary to say. youive 

u ~ h ~ ~ ~ 7 ~  your answer," cried the co~llrnandant to the been i n  a tight place?" 

three frauds, with a lvave of the hand toward the "U7e11~ I sllo~lld smile," ansrvered the Sheriff ex- 
sheriff. "And if you don't find it Sufficient," he added, c i t e d l ~ ,  taking the co~ollel by t]lc and conducting 

t i  with a g e s m e  to his guest--"why, just look here!" hi111 beyond the hearing of any one else. 
dozen of 

$ '  one look was enough! Colonel Nayler and Buffalo chaps met 11s on tlie Parrott road, and took us I 
I ,  '  ill had them cooered-the latter wit11 a revolver ill some severe popping and tussling, as yoL1 c; 

I 

i 
I hand, as was llis ~vont  in certain situations. see by the llray llre're battered. ItTe were boun 

I "That7n do, colonel," cried the driver, throwing chained, ironed, and anchored, till we hacl no mo I 
I 

I 
domll the reins. "We've lost the game, and can only show for escape than a fly corked in a bottle!" 

i I Then IIOIV are you ]?ere ?" at  discretion !" 9 

I 

"Then step down here, one at a time, beginning with "\ye were set free by a Ravager ~ 1 1 0  has turllr I 

( I  

traitor- by Ted Grupple !" 
1 yo?! !" 
il 

I I The man proceeded to comply. "All! I'd like to see him. He's one of the four ,,,I, 
I 

"Carporal of the guard!" cried the colonel. carried off my lvife. But why has he turned traitor; I 
I I 

I 

TIle call was answered in about six seconds by In one word--jcnlo14sy! If a second is needed- 
~ ~ ~ ~ t h  Corporal Brottle, who had been drugged by rr~'c~t,bc! It seems, the fellow \vent s j~eet  on Mr 

Mrs. Goggin. H e  had been promoted several grades G o ~ g i n  some time ago. NOIV, discovering that there 
upon the recommend of Buffalo Bill. who had heard no  cllance for him, he has gone so~lr. It's one of the 

I 

something to his credit on the occasion of the famous 
' funniest situations ~ O L I  ever saw! That woman has 

ride to the Crater. Ilel-self to no less than seven Ravagers, and 
Due orders were given, and the three impostors the vjctilns have at  length got together and compared 

were investigated and ironed. They turlled out to be ' notes. Oh, such a buzzing! Some of 'em'll be here 
sam Gad&y, Hank Tilkins, and Dan Ringwood. See- to  unload what they l<no\v. Meantime, Ted ' I 

ing them being cared for, \ITatrous and his men ~1% 1 G ~ L ~ P P ] ~  has bee11 the first to act, or gixe a practical ---. 
. r _  

I turn to his wrath, and here we are !* .- 
I 
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Another Trai torous  Guard, 

He waved his hand in awfrrl and despairing binc 
ness, his chains rattling. 

CI-IAy 1 IN A - ~ V I I .  "True, Stubby, things are in a bad state," admittr 

rs GUARD. 
Budd, as he glanced at the wild eyes despera 
faces his fellolv prisoners, ( ' b ~  the$ might be m,ors, 

birith ,l,llat enlotions the tour prisollers ill the ward- J1lst think of it! Our g~iards are our elm, mind, 
hoLlse-~lldd, Hillyer, S t t t W ~  Jobson, and Dick Ras- again, despite all the old man's care to fie 9ontrary != 

) kel--had taken sLlcll note of the 1)recedil1g events and It was Another grOLlp Of traitorous guards , 

proceedings as their situation permitted, call be briefly had been placed over the prisoners. 
T 1 l e ~  were tall, stalwart men, four in number. The 

IX stated. 
Like other slleriffs in the vicinity of our IqTest- had never figured as Ravagers, but two them 

: ern forts, wllere desertions had become so fW1lent as been encleavoring to Woo Mrs. Goggin, and the brother 

to receive ill the current and sister had not experienced muc]l dificulq in %,,in- 

I of the secretar)- of \\.ar, IVatro~ls had c a ~ t ~ l r e d  great ning them over to their cause, in this dark 2nd des- 

null,,,ers of these fugitives, and llel1ce llad become "le 
perate hour. 

of best-llated ma1 in the cotlnty. Wit11 what sco'vls An Offer of five h tn~lred dollars to each man, half 

the four prisoners had glared at him, therefore, as 'le cash, and the balance in the morning, had remove, 

cal,le illto the fort, \\.ill d i~ ined  froln these premises : scruples the)' nlay- have had, and had made them 
"Look at hirn, bops !" cried Finklestone. ''He comes anxious for the completion of the business. 

jllSt ill time to knock our prol~osed rescLle in tile 'lead! "Then, too," resumed Buclcl, after a jobilant glance 

H~~~ as hard on 11s as he ivas on poor Jack Boss)'! at his guards, all of lvhoni had been posted jpust with 

yes,See ! sam alld the rest surrender ! Bad-'lad! Out the entrance of the guard-house, so that the col 

o h ,  that cursed sheriff! There's a lnan like to onel f see t11en1 at any mornelit from his bjcl , 
and spit 1 hate him even worse, if such a lvindow, "it's no small point in our favor that m! 

thing is possible, than I hate that meddling sister has been able to sn~uggle herself illto tile for 

Bill !" 
unseel1, bringing me a full report of situation o. 

a ~ ~ d  don't?" St~lllby JoIjson, with- affairs outside. " 
satrage malignancy. "But we look like thawing Mrs. Goggin was indeed present, seated near llel 

don't we, with those three now added US?" hrotller. wit11 a face ~vliich had its shadon~s, but a.f3icl 
was none the less a mirror of energy and hope. Sht - 

- --- --- - -- 
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was still in the disgilise ,]dies, and had been 
it11 Josh Reeder and lloverillg near the fort a] 

rest of the Ravagers ~ r r c  a r u t s  had left with her d "I can illto the shadorv of tile lloLlse, 
a t  the Crater Ca and listen," offereCl &frS. ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ .  

The allies of tl in and out of the fort "Then go." 
repeatedly during me aay, ullllaing and in- After the \frithdran.al of hI1.s. Goggin the matct 
formation and 01 

gin's situatiotl, it had 
continued obserlre the scene before thenl ,+litll 

AS to the dan: intel-est, alt~lotlgh unable to catell Illore tl 
beell reduced to ~~~.~~~.i....--. 
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,y seconds to be able Do yo'' Coln~rellend what that means ?" thell 
needed to secure Finklestone, with increased excitement. 
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mon3enty 1'11 confine 1 1 1 ~  measures to a and secret 
stroll through the fort." 

'1 member that it might be a great deal JVOrse. Tile fel- At this llo~lr, Johll?" asked Mrs. Nayler, in a fiLlt- 
low-s baselless beell made knorv~l to us, alld he is ter. "Is it necessary?" 
thomugllly 'hived,' as you were just sayiog. &lore- "Absol~ltely, Neerie. I wish to transfer ~~t~ smiley 
over, no great harln has bee11 done here. j\'e're neither h is  friellds to the g ~ ~ a r d - l l o ~ l ~ ~ ,  and visit the ,\,hole 
beell s\vallowed UP by the earth nor '$one kiting' line of sentries." 
the air. rn short, we've found the mall oLlt ill good I must beg of you to take Dilnmick or &lr. 

alld can go quietly to work to repair a'1 Our Cody jjlith you," pleaded ;Mrs. Nayler. [ ' ~ f  ( 

errors of comlnission and omission-" 
9 ,  
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uJaclc B~~~~ may have exaggerated their Or stab- Solne sentry might ~1100t alld 

portance, in the desire to you 011 Your guardF" claim that he mistook you for a Ravager." 
sL1ggested Mrs. Nayler, "and in any other case we "i\'ell, ~vell, 1'11 take ~ i m n i i &  to satisfy JloLl,9' said 
sllall be in anlple time to escape all harm from the colonel, getting ready to go out. "1 can't very ,,.ell 
if yoLl have them hunted LIP to-morrow." take Air. Cody, as I don't wish to make hinl too 

kno'vn to men, to say nothing of exposing llilll to 
Some 'shot or stab.' " 

"Certainly not,v was the \\life's earnest reply- <# 
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one of ~ i ~ k l ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ' ~  allies who remains as yet ullsos- return, have had such a good sleep dLlriIlg the day 
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fort L,,,lo he glad to purchase imm~lllity 'making bed at present." 
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I (  
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,,,,,,-. ~ h ~ t  villain may have left .@me tool here who ha"e an~ l l l ing  to say to me, you know where I sleep. 
Selld ~ 1 s  flying and make his escape. th 

fey- ir conlprcllend your mood perfectly. You wish to 
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CHAPTER XXIX. --* 

EVENTS AT TI-IE QUADRANGLE. 

Where was Ben Letts, and what had he and Ben 
Clewson been doing? 

A few words will show. They had bowed their ac- 
ceptance of the little dwarf's invitation, which had 
been garnished with a smile from his ponderous wife, 
Mrs. \Vrerton, and were about to take their places 
at table with the ill-assorted couple, when five men 
burst illto the parlor fronl the ball and an inner Stair- 
case leading to it, and took the drop 011 then1 with re- 
volvers, two of the111 p i r i~~p-  their united attentions 
to the dwarf. 

"Not the least word or ~norelnent or you die!" cried 
the leader of the newcomers. 

"Sir Hornby Finklesto~~e!" eaclailned Reo, in joyful 
amazement, recognizing tile man whose weapon cov- 
ered him. 

The baronet stared at him as if spellbo~~lld. - 

"Sure enough !" added Ben. 
Whipping some stout cords out of his pocket, and 

I 

paying no further heed to Sir Hornby's leveled LVeap 

I 

on, he made a gesture to Clew, and the two hurled 
themselves at  the dwarf, silencing his attenlpts to call 

I 

for  assistance, and gaggiilg hirn and binding him hand 
and foot. 

Seeing this, and remaining too horrified to even 
scream, Mrs. Wrexton sank to the floor in a deathlike 
SWO011. 

"Good ! that rids 11s of the pair of them !" cried Ben, 
nit11 joyous excitement. "lincl norv, Sir Hornby-" 

He was interrupted by a glad cry of surprise from 
one of the two young ladies who had follo~ved tlle five 
Inen into the apartment, and the next instant fo~lnd 
himself enfolded by a pair of well-rounded arms with 
as much vigor as if he lrad been a "long-lost brother!" 

"Oh, Ben Letts!" came from the fair manifestant of 
these favors. "How good it is to see your honest face 
here at such a molnent!" 

"Ah ! it's you, Alice King?" returned Ben, too stupe- 
fied with astonishment to reciprocate before she had 
blushingly withdrawn from him. "This is too delight- 
fu l !  And this other young lady, I suppose," he added, 
with a bow, "is Miss Sarah Gannett?" 

The young lady in question assented, taking him 
war~nly by the hand. Clew was drrly presented to b o t ~  
of them as a very dear friend, and they greeted him 
with a ~varmth ~ i~h ich  made him blush to the roots of 
his hair. 

d r You I<now him, young ladies?" demanded the bar- 

onet, who had long since lowered his revolver, and 
been staring at the proceedings of Ben and Clew with 
undisguised bewildertnent. "He's a friend of yours?" 

I d  Not merely our friend, S_ir Hornby, but of every 

one else who is in trouble," replied Alice Icing, between 
sn~iles and tears-so joyously excited, in fact, that she 
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are there no .more prisollers bere?" asked 
tumillg 

ller sue11 a glance as a man never be- Ben' as lle a n ~  
Proceeded to shake hands with 

stows outside of his cllerisl~ed and idolized "The the three last named, and congratulate on 
best we say of you is 110t half-enough*" reco"er~ ( L  r of their liberty. 

6LTllere! that, ~ u d d i n g t o ~ y "  pleaded ans'vered Yo~lllg c ~ ~ h e r e  have 
Alice Killg, placillg one of her dimpled hands Over 'Iis been Others one c1iec1, another lnade es- 
mootll. '*Ben ~ e t t s ,  allow me to  introduce you to cal'e* a "lircl J V ~ S  railsometl, and so on.,. 

"Then let'' be 
Propose$ Een, as a groall 

MI-s- IVrexton. "hly fr iend and I 
not even l'o'v to take a ~ O O I <  'a t  tile place, as we sllall 

"lne back later with a bocly of troops. are 
is rcol Budd ~inklestone?" he ex- 'lorses L L on the premises, I sul,pose?., 

, laimecl, lie 
the hand of the handsome yo""$ 'Ienty Of alld of the best," ansrvered youllg 

tranger. like his fraudulent F i ~ d i i e s t ~ ~ ~ .  < I  

I lllust say h o d  
! I see that all our trou''les let'' get ten or a dozen of them 

the door ,, to end as they do in fairy-stories! Do You '"Ow take Our 
This durarf and his wife 

, my friend and I are bere, ladies and gentlemen? shall go with us." 
We have come to effect your release, but lutnly to find n'as not carried without op- 
that you have released y o ~ l r s e l ~ ~ ~ ! "  position 

two men in the stable, but Bell and 
father got us said young Finklestone. C'e'r SLlPpressed, them, and tllen 

'<He gained an elltrance to our subterranean prison by '1 their 
and securer1 them to theil. saddles, stri- 

one of our keepers as he came of a king 
lvith their new friends at a rapid gait 

private door and taking his place, in which rtle 'le home and the fort. 

gave whisky to our jailers and got them dr'lnk' 

then taking their keys and opening all Our d'lngeons' 
These three gentlemen," and he indicated the 
nho.had entered \oitll his father and himself, "are 
john sCott, Mark Wilton, and Peter Shenvood9 
were seized and rnnfined here out of reVcnge 
,,istanCe they had offered to  the raids of these 'l"- 

I 
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Two doors openecl, allowing several lights to  flash The End of the Game. 

upon the scene, and B L I C ~ ~  found himself in the Inidst Budd at the envenomed speaker a long time 
of twenty men, several of whom covered llim in then a stir in the parlor fixed his attention. 
wit.1 their ! H e  had met his fate! "S1le's better 11ow," said a voice, which he recog- 

~h~ prisoner stood as if paralyzed, ~lnable to move nized as Mrs. Navlerqs. 
or speak. His eyes stared without seeing- The she's reco~ering." Thjs last speaker was 
he had nlpposed to be Ted Grupple was the first ob- Zellie. Then came a groan. 
ject of his recognition, and tornrd out to  be C~lffalo "Who's there?" asked Btidd, with a horrible sospi- 
 ill. ~~~t he Colonel Nayler. lvho lVas cion rel'ealing itself on his face. . 

seated ilnlnediately in front of By this time the "lTour sister," answered the cdollel. "Ted thoLlgllt 
spoke. least he could (10 to get scluare her was to 

" ~ o t  the least move. Bucld,' dered. give her into 111~ handS !" 
c-nrse not," responded the prisoner- "The villain! Dollie has had nothing wllatever to 

T , ~ ~  Illell and b o ~ ~ n d  his llands behind do ~ v i t l ~  111y affairs-" 
hirn, seating him in a chair. Then his ankles lrrere 

c o m 1 n a n d ~ t  illlerr~tpted him lvith an ilnpatient 
ironed, so that he could not have \~alked a gesture. 
if supported by each arn.1. 

'<who has gren me anlay, colonel?' he demmded~ 
. "Y@~l  lleedll't say a word on that head, Budd," he 

"lve lcllow enough about her to her finish as I1711ite as a sheet, and with a voice of indescribable 
her days within four waIls. to you- But I 

consternation. llee(l not speali of J1o?/y future! Your otvn conscience "Me," answered a voice. J will tell you what yor haye to expect!" 
looked at the speaker. I 

"Are you there. Dorus?" called his sister. 
"Tecl?" he gasped. ( I  

gLyeS, ~ ~ ( 1 , "  avowed the traitor. with angry scorn Naturally-after the nray in which l ~ e  have man- 

and bitterness. aged our affairs," answered Budd ungraciously. "your 

"And why ?" seven PI-omised h~~sbands  are here, too." 

"Becallse of tllat sister. s h e  has e l l g a ~ c 1  herself to Another groan came from the parlor. 
seven of un," and he waver1 his band around- "and "y0~1 needn't speak to me in that way, Dorus," then 
we*ve tired of hciqq her dupes, since she has promised said Mrs. Goggin. "Yon told nte to ~vheedle as many 
herself to  fiing\.i.ood." of them as I could, ancl all of than  as much as 1 could. - , -- J've 0 1 1 1 ~  obeyed yotir orclers !" 



e Gamt 
l a e  fina oi LUC u u u  

1 interfe 
113 need of these ni 

's get down to a few hard facts, 
the guard-~~ouse, preparatory to  ' I ;  

r ;L rlr \ \  aLcll Ivr  Durango in the morning. TO 
rho have , 

located, and they have receiv, 
trace of them has been remove 
that source is avertecl." 

:annot be ! So soon?" 

ed due 
d, and a 

attentior 
11 dange 

recrir inations, mutual 
- .  

Budd. 
and tl 
tc~lciiir 

d. "Let 
11 go to 
-en.-+ C n  

"It ( 

"Ye 
colonel 

," he sai 
hen you' 

.----- 

s, it can, and I'll show you 1101 ed the 
I. "Buffalo Bill went out of the tort, lust after 

you left with the sheriff, and was m e  

v," repli 

,,-..--. 
begin 
been 
anl;ctj 

3 -- - 

with, I 
associate 

I 

~tured al: 
you sill( 

I the Ra- 
ce you c 

vagers \\ 
:ame he1 

1, I V ~ O  

[in five 
1d mv 

opened the sluice\vays of his confession 
rnitlrrtes thereafter I was duly enlight,,,,,,, ,, 
orders had been issued to all my officer 
most three hundred in number, and n 
to do our duty. Need I say more? ' l u ~  v c  1 

the end of your game! 

Lllll.7. 

'r\\ 
for ii 

" w 

!m are f .s and m 
7e all ha 
fl-.*'-.- 2 

4 

len, al- 
lstened 
eached 

?ell, son- 
 stance." 

fort in the hands 
'? - - - - - -  
ust send 
ler ?" 
, I 1  Tnc  

: of the : 

l r  1 -  - 
At this mo~nent a : 

sonorousl~r from just C I L I L ~ ~ C I C  of the Treat gar? nnn 

Buffalc rang to lush of 
ment. 

< I  ' 9 T h t l c  s ucn ! he c . _-., -en 111 a11 his glol 
triur~~l)h! that be one of the olc of a s; 
victory !" 

$ I  Indeed !" retunled the colc ..-., ,,,. ning hi! 

"Then let us tl ittle light on the subject 
R e  ran to th nd touched the gong s u s ~  

there, 1~11en a grand ~llumination appeared on t 
of an adjacent y as on previous 
sions. And 1v it reveal as the 
gate opened ! 

"The barone 
"rZlice King 

fi4T.n.. 

)sh Reed 
Tot at hi,. , ,,I1 11imselr 1s it prisotler. The 

:-too rat 
. - - - L  - - ,  

1g out 
. . 3  

his feet 

r-ierl. "R, 

-7 ---- 
excite- 

-V anrl 

you took to be Josh an( 
y tnost trusted tnen untlc , 9 

lut Sam and Hant- 

1 his aid 
:r Capta 

lei .were a dozer 
it, GreYsotl." 

ire both 
ind TOO' 

1 signals 

\,?PI 0.3; 

3e is no1 
rhen the 
31, .,*, t 

iv in a c, 
sheriff- 
\;lTatrol 

asemate, m ~ t n  all 111s L L I I .  

IS anu nis deputi 

JG 

:fe. Loo' 

1r01v a 1 
e door a . ... es are sa . . 

lld !" 
udd obey . ", 

L r c  ruy 

I occa- 
great 

- 
bastion, 
hat a sc 

precisel, 
ene did :d with 1. 

,a,, t.:< 
.ed, and 

4 . .  , 

we those 
In fix yo 

t !" cried 
and S: 

3h,  that 
11 !" he g 

again ha 
"I'd so( !d an- 

has told 



The End of the Game. The Enit of the Game. 

“011, horror!" came from a window ZeIlie had the wedding of Ben Letts and Esther Clewson; then 
raised. "Look, Dorus! They have captured Wrexton he rode away as quietly as he had come, giving his 
and mother !" attention to new spheres of action and the new duties 

that it was destined he should assume. 
AS to the considerable body of Ravagers who had 

There is no need to linger upon what happened, fur- fallen into Nayler's hands, some of them, like Ted 
Grupple, were treated with due m~rsideration, but the 

The reception of Ben Letts was an oration of fort nost of them received such severe punishment as to 
and village, and he only rvishecl that Ben Cle\vson break up and disperse all who had ever had anything to 

hzcl co~tie ~vi th  liini to have liis share of it, and that do with them, so that within a few months their ex- 
Estl~er could have been tliere to rejoice ~vitli him. ploits had almost passed owt of notice. 

Dor~ls and Dollie were soon c~nfrontetl wit11 their THE END. 

niother aiid the dwarf, and out of that confronting 
calile accusations and admissions that ~vould have al- No. 59 of THE BUFFALO BILL BORDER STORIES, entitled 

most surficed to send them all to the gallows. They "Buffalo Bill's Beautiful Foe," is a story in which die 

were all landed in ~>rison in clue course-the false Fin- great scout passes through some of the most wonderfd 

lclestone going for life on several charges, one of ~vhich 
adventures, and performs marvelous deeds of valor. 

was lligllway robbery, and covered tlie crime he had 
committed against young Firil;lestone, in robbing him, 
and thus securing a foundation for tlie career he had 
run in his name. 

r ' P  

An expedition \\.as made to the Quadratigle, result- 
i n g  in the clisco~ery of a calve under the Tlrrexton 
h o ~ ~ s e ,  and also in the recovery of many loads of ~ a l -  
uahles, after ~vhich the \vliole hamlet was gi\reti over 
to destruction, it being devnstatetl with fire and gun- 
p n ~ ~ d e r  until the very cor~figurntioti of the soil could 
he 110 longer recognizecl. 

Buffalo Bill retnained the guest of Colonel Nayler 
and his tvife for a few days, or long enoug'h to attend ---- -- 
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